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Aug. 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Message to the Senate Transmitting the United Nations Convention
To Combat Desertification
August 2, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in
Africa, with Annexes, adopted at Paris, June 17,
1994, and signed by the United States on Octo-
ber 14, 1994. The report of the Department
of State is also enclosed for the information
of the Senate.

The purpose of the Convention is to combat
desertification and mitigate the effects of
drought on arid, semi-arid, and dry sub-humid
lands through effective action at all levels. In
particular, the Convention addresses the funda-
mental causes of famine and food insecurity in
Africa, by stimulating more effective partnership
between governments, local communities, non-
governmental organizations, and aid donors, and
by encouraging the dissemination of information
derived from new technology (e.g., early warning
of impending drought) to farmers.

The United States has strongly supported the
Convention’s innovative approach to combatting
dryland degradation. I believe it will help Afri-
cans and others to make better use of fragile
resources without requiring increased develop-
ment assistance. Ratification by the United
States would promote effective implementation
of the Convention and is likely to encourage
similar action by other countries whose partici-
pation would also promote effective implementa-
tion.

United States obligations under the Conven-
tion would be met under existing law and ongo-
ing assistance programs.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to this Convention and
its Annexes, with the declaration described in
the accompanying report of the Secretary of
State, and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 2, 1996.

Letter to Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich on
Proposed Legislation on Illegal Immigration Enforcement
August 2, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker:
Reversing decades of neglect, this Administra-

tion has dedicated unprecedented resources and
enforcement effort to curtailing illegal immigra-
tion. Our comprehensive strategy to restore the
rule of law to illegal immigration enforcement
has done more in three years than was done
in thirty years before. It includes:

1) Gaining control of our borders. This Ad-
ministration is deploying more Border Pa-
trol agents than any previous Administra-
tion. In FY 1996, we will deploy an addi-
tional 1,000 new and reassigned agents.
Overall, the Administration has increased
the number of Border Patrol agents at the
southwest border by 40% since 1993. For

the first time, Border Patrol agents are
being equipped with the high technology
resources needed to do the job, including
sensors, night scopes, computers and
encrypted radios. Strengthened anti-smug-
gling efforts have reduced the criminal
transport and exploitation of smuggled
aliens.
2) Safeguarding the interests of legal work-
ers. This Administration is the first to ini-
tiate effective enforcement of employer
sanctions and worksite standards. In addi-
tion, I issued an Executive Order to keep
federal contracts from going to businesses
that
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