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We should have a $1,500 tax credit which
will cover the cost of community college edu-
cation, a HOPE scholarship, for every person
in this country who needs it. If we would simply
pay for this in the form of a tax credit, then
literally we could say we are making community
college education free for you if you’re respon-
sible enough to go and do a good job. It would
be one of the best investments we ever made.

For those who go on to 4-year schools or
graduate schools, I believe we should provide
a tax deduction of up to $10,000 a year for
the cost of tuition so people can afford to go
on with their education. And I propose to let
families with incomes of up to $100,000 save
more money in an IRA and withdraw from that
IRA without any penalty to pay for an education.
That will help America open the doors of college
education to all.

And I might say, every penny of that tax cut
is paid for in my balanced budget plan, dime
for dime. We’re not going to let interest rates
go up; we’re not going to let the deficit go
up; we’re not going to go back in the direction
that got us in so much trouble before. We’re

going to educate America, build America, and
lift Americans up through education, all Ameri-
cans.

Now, think of this. Think of this. If we do
all these things, we will reach our dream of
a bright future for all Americans who are willing
to work for it, an America in which every 8-
year-old will be able to read, every 12-year-
old will be able to log in on the Internet, every
18-year-old will be able to go to college, every
parent that loses a job will be able to go back
and get a better education and move up, not
down, in economic well-being. And that bridge
to the 21st century will be big enough and
strong enough for every single one of us to
walk across together. Will you help me build
that bridge? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. at the
Morris E. Dailey Elementary School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Principal Dorothy Powell,
teacher Debbie Manning, and student Shianne
Lenhof.

Memorandum on Promoting Excellence and Accountability in Teaching
September 12, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Education

Subject: Promoting Excellence and
Accountability in Teaching

Every child needs—and deserves—dedicated,
outstanding teachers, who know their subject
matter, are effectively trained, and know how
to teach to high standards and to make learning
come alive for students.

In order to make sure every child has the
teachers he or she deserves, as a Nation we
must:

• Recruit and retain the most talented people
into teaching;

• Require tougher licensing and certification
standards for teachers, invest in high-quality
preparation and ongoing training to help
teachers meet these standards, and increase
dramatically the number of teachers who
meet the demanding standards set by the

National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards;

• Remove incompetent teachers quickly, fair-
ly, and at less cost than at present and
for those teachers who need such assist-
ance, try to restore their enthusiasm or
counsel them out of the profession; and

• Create systems for identifying and reward-
ing good teachers for achieving outstanding
levels of knowledge and skills, especially as
reflected in National Board Standards or
other standards of quality adopted by States
or local school districts.

I hereby direct you to assist States and local
communities in meeting these challenges by:

(1) Notifying State and local education offi-
cials within 90 days of the date of this memo-
randum of the Federal resources available to
address these challenges; and
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(2) Identifying and disseminating within 6
months promising State and local practices re-
sponding to each of these challenges.

Please report annually to me on how States
and local communities are responding to these
challenges.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Remarks in Rancho Cucamonga, California
September 12, 1996

The President. Wow! Thank you very much.
Thank you all. Thank you for coming. Thank
you for standing out here on this hot, fine day.
Thank you for your enthusiasm. Thank you,
thank you, thank you. Thank you, Dr. Jerry
Young, for making me feel so welcome at
Chaffey College and for the work you do here.
Thank you, Congressman George Brown. Ladies
and gentlemen, there is not a Member of the
entire Congress who knows more about the role
of technology in your future, in California’s fu-
ture, in America’s future than George Brown,
and I hope you will send him back to the United
States Congress so that he can continue to serve
you.

Thank you, Kerri Matthews, thank you for
your wonderful speech. Thank you for bringing
your wonderful children and thank you for the
power of your example. You, in your efforts
to be a good parent, a good learner, and a
successful worker in the future, you’re what this
country is all about, and I’m proud to be on
the platform with you.

I would like to thank the folks who were
here before, Lieutenant Governor Gray Davis,
State Comptroller Kathleen Connell, Assembly-
man Joe Baca, Mayor Bill Alexander, Art Torres,
the San Bernardino County supervisors who
were here, the other officials who were here,
and I would like to thank the Olympians who
were here, Mike Powell and Evelyn Ashford.
Thank you. Where are they? They’re over here
somewhere. Thank you. Hi, Evelyn. Hi, Mike.
Thank you.

I’d like to thank Karen Kraft who sang the
national anthem, the Rancho Cucamonga High
School Marching Cougar Band. Thank you very
much. Thank you. The Loveland Church Choir,
thank you for singing. I’ll tell you, I have had
a good time already, and I thank you for that.
Thank you for these great signs out here.

You know, so many times in the last 4 years
when I have come to California, I have come
to help the people of California with a problem
they had, whether it was an earthquake, a fire,
a flood, a base closing, trying to protect our
borders in the south—always a problem. I come
today to tell you we’ve also been working hard
to create opportunities for the people of Cali-
fornia, and we’re on the right track to the 21st
century.

In this election season, you have to ask first
of all where are we now compared to where
we were 4 years ago, when we had high unem-
ployment, stagnant wages, rising crime, a divid-
ing society, and rising cynicism. Look at where
we are today. The lowest unemployment in 71⁄2
years, 101⁄2 million new jobs, nearly 41⁄2 million
new homeowners, the deficit’s gone down for
4 years in a row by 60 percent, the first time
that’s happened since before the Civil War, in
the 1840’s. We’re in better shape than we were
4 years ago.

Fifteen million of the hardest pressed working
Americans got a tax cut so they could raise
their children and work and not be tempted
to fall back into welfare. The welfare rolls are
down by 1.8 million and child support collec-
tions are up by $3 billion, 40 percent.

For 4 years, the crime rate has gone down,
12 million Americans got to take a little time
off from work when a baby was born or a parent
was sick without losing their jobs because of
the family and medical leave law. On October
1st, the new minimum wage law will become
effective and 10 million Americans will get a
raise.

That law will also make every small business
in America eligible for a tax cut when they buy
health insurance. They’ll make it easier for small
businesses to invest in their businesses, to hire
more people, and they will be eligible for more
tax relief. And we made it easier for people
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