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Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 1996
September 18, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone observing Yom
Kippur, this holiest of Jewish holidays.

On this day, Jews across our nation and
around the world gather to pray for forgiveness
and to atone for any transgressions they may
have committed against God and their fellow
human beings. It is during this solemn observ-
ance that people who have been torn by dif-
ferences seek reconciliation with friends, family,
and neighbors in an earnest effort to improve
their lives and to strengthen their relationships
with others.

With its emphasis on collective responsibility,
Yom Kippur is a powerful reminder that what
we do as individuals has a profound effect on
our entire community. The choices we make,
whether shortsighted or wise, self-centered or

generous, make a difference not only in our
own lives but in the lives of our families, our
community, and our nation.

Let us remember, therefore, that renewal is
still within our reach, that humility before God
will help us to recognize and conquer whatever
is unworthy in our society and bring us closer
to our Creator and to one another. Let us real-
ize that whatever success we may attain will
be meaningful only if it is used in service to
others. And let this Yom Kippur be a time for
us to reaffirm our commitment to family, to
community, and to a world of peace and oppor-
tunity for all.

Best wishes for a blessed Yom Kippur.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks to the Community in Seattle, Washington
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you, thank you.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. You know, ladies and gentle-

men, I have to tell you that for 5 years I have
been coming here. I read all about Washington,
all about Seattle. This is the very first time it
has ever rained on me. Now I know I have
finally been accepted as one of you, and thank
you. I am glad to be here. I also have a Seattle
Fire Department cap that’s keeping me a little
dry here.

I want to thank Congressman Norm Dicks,
who’s up here. We’re going to send him some
help in the United States House of Representa-
tives in November, aren’t we? [Applause] He
and Jim McDermott have had a pretty lonely
time, and I want to help them. And I know
you do, too.

Let me thank my good friend Mayor Norm
Rice for his longtime friendship, for the great
campaign he ran, for the incredible dignity he
has shown, and for the sense of unity he and
Gary Locke have expressed today. It made me

proud to be a Democrat and proud to be an
American.

I want to thank Gary Locke for what he said,
for the campaign he has run, the campaign he
is about to run, and the work he will do as
the Governor of the great State of Washington.
He will be a great partner, and I will work
with him to make this State even greater. Thank
you for everything you have done to support
him, and stay with him until November.

My fellow Americans, I’m glad to see you
here. I knew you wouldn’t be deterred by the
rain, but when the Secret Service told me that
30,000 people had gone through the mags, I
knew that you wanted to keep America on the
right track to the 21st century.

We are moving in the right direction. And
I am proud of the fact that since I came here
4 years ago and asked you to support me in
meeting our challenges, protecting our values,
providing opportunity and responsibility for all
Americans, and bringing this country together,
not seeing it driven apart, having us relish our
diversity instead of being destroyed by it, we
are moving ahead.

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00557 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1604

Sept. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

We have 101⁄2 million more jobs than we had
4 years ago. We’ve cut the deficit by 60 percent,
the first time since before the Civil War it’s
gone down all 4 years in a row. On October
1st 10 million Americans will get an increase
in their minimum wage, thanks to the leadership
of the Democratic Party. Twenty-five million
Americans are now going to have a chance to
keep their health insurance or get it because
of the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill that says no
more can you be denied health insurance be-
cause you changed jobs or just because someone
in your family has been sick. And it’s high time
we did that for the American people.

The crime rate has come down for 4 years
in a row. We just got a report a couple of
days ago that there are one million fewer victims
of crime than there were. Our crime approach
is working. The Democrats were right to push
it. More police, take the assault weapons off
the street, enforce the Brady bill, give our kids
something to say yes to, ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out:’’ it’s working, and we need to con-
tinue to support it.

There are 1.8 million fewer people on the
welfare rolls; child support collections are up
40 percent. We have improved the safety of
our drinking water, our air, our food. We are
protecting the natural heritage of this country.
And I’m very proud that just today I was in
the Grand Canyon, announcing the creation in
Utah of the Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument of 1.7 million acres.

I am very proud that this week we had an
agreement to protect and restore salmon to the
Columbia River. And I am especially, especially
proud that just last night we reached an agree-
ment, and high time, to protect the old-growth
timber in Washington and Oregon. We are mov-
ing in the right direction.

Washington is the most trade-dependent State
in the country, and I am very proud of the
fact that we have concluded over 200 trade
agreements. We are now exporting everything
from high-tech equipment to airplanes to, yes,
even Washington apples around the world in
the last 4 years. And we did it by replacing
the old Washington politics of personal destruc-
tion and who is to blame with a new question,
not who’s to blame, not who we can bad-mouth,
but what are we going to do to make this coun-
try a greater place for every single American
who is willing to work for it.

In the two conventions of the great parties
held this summer the issue before the American
people was posed squarely and clearly: Are we
going to build a bridge to the past or a bridge
to the future? Do we believe that Government
is our enemy, and we should be on our own,
or do we believe that the First Lady is right:
It takes a village, and we’re going into the future
together.

Rain or shine, I came here to ask you, will
you help me build the bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause] I want to build a bridge to
the 21st century where every American has a
chance to reap the bounty of America, starting
with the finest education system in the world
for everyone. Forty percent of our 8-year-olds
can’t read on their own. In the next 4 years
I want an army of reading volunteers and
trained tutors to go into our families and into
our schools and help our parents and our teach-
ers, so that by the year 2000 every single third
grader in this country can hold up a book and
say, ‘‘I read it all by myself.’’ I want you to
help me do that.

In this great high-tech home, I want us to
make sure that every classroom in America not
only has the computers they need, not only has
the teachers trained to help the students with
the computers, but is hooked up to the informa-
tion superhighway so that we can say for the
first time in the entire history of the United
States, every child in every classroom from the
poorest inner cities to the most remote moun-
tain villages has access to the same learning
at the same quality in the same time as every
single child in the United States.

And finally, on education, we have to open
the doors of college education to all Americans.
I want to make in the next 4 years at least
2 years of college just as universal in the United
States as a high school diploma is today. That
is the way to move this country forward. I want
to give a tax cut for the cost of a typical commu-
nity college education, dollar for dollar, to every
American who will go to community college and
do a good job of any age, so that everybody
can say, ‘‘No matter what happens to me, I
can always go back and get the education I
need to move up, not down in this competitive
global economy.’’

And I want to give every family a deduction
for the cost of college tuition of up to $10,000
a year for any kind of college cost. It would
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build America. It would help us grow together.
It will move us forward. It will build that bridge.

Ladies and gentlemen, I want to keep this
economy going: more trade, more trade oppor-
tunities, more investment in research. Yes, a bal-
anced budget, but let’s balance the budget with-
out wrecking Medicare, turning our backs on
Medicaid’s commitment to families with disabil-
ities or children that are poor or women that
are pregnant or the elderly who need our help.
And I want to continue to invest in the environ-
ment and education, not turn our backs on it.
And I want you to think about that when you
vote in Norm Dicks’ election and all these other
races for Congress.

In 1994 the other party came to Washington,
and they said, ‘‘Help us make a revolution.
We’re going to revolutionize America.’’ Well, we
saw what their revolution was. ‘‘You take our
cuts in Medicare, Medicaid, education, and the
environment. You let us raise taxes on the 9
million poorest working people in America. Let
us raid pension funds. Let us let polluters write
their own environment laws, or we’ll shut the
Government down.’’ I told them to shut the
Government down. Norm Dicks stood with me,
and we stopped what they were trying to do.

And ladies and gentlemen, never forget—
never forget—what stake you have. The Univer-
sity of Washington is the number one—the
number one—public institution of higher edu-
cation in America in the receipt of national re-
search funds. This is important to our future.
I just signed—we just signed an agreement—
I didn’t actually have to sign the agreement my-
self—but we just made an agreement, my ad-
ministration and IBM, to build a supercomputer
over the next couple of years that will do—
listen to this—will do more calculations in one
second than you can go home and pick up your
hand-held calculator and do in 30,000 years.

We are going to keep this country on the
cutting edge of technology if you will give the
American people and the people of Washington,
yourselves and your children, a United States
Congress that understands we have to invest
in research and education and the environment
if we’re going to grow this country. And we
can balance the budget and do that. Will you
help me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where everybody has a chance to be respon-
sible—1.8 million fewer people on welfare, mov-

ing from welfare to work. Here’s what that new
law says—and this is another reason you need
Gary Locke as Governor—the new welfare re-
form law says this: We will continue the national
guarantee of health care and nutrition to people
who are poor and on welfare. If they go to
work, we’ll spend more than ever on child care
so they don’t have to hurt their kids. But we’re
going to take the welfare check and give that
money to the States so they can decide how
both to support people and move them, those
who are able-bodied, into the workplace within
2 years.

Now, who do you trust to do right by the
poor people of Washington and bring them into
the mainstream? Gary Locke. I’m committed to
helping him and the city of Seattle and other
cities in this country create a million new jobs
for those people in the next 4 years. I want
you to help us both build that kind of bridge
to the 21st century.

And finally, you know, our friends on the
other side, they talk a lot about crime. They
talked tough about crime for 6 years but nothing
ever happened. We passed the 1994 crime bill.
And they came into the State of Washington
like a tornado into the rural areas telling all
these people how terrible we were, how we
were going to take their guns away from them
and abolish their right to keep and bear arms.
And there was a great revolution here in ’94
in the congressional races.

Well, guess what? Unfortunately for them,
we’ve had two hunting seasons since then, and
not a single hunter in Washington has lost a
rifle. But we did take 19 kinds of assault weap-
ons off the street and 60,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers could not get handguns because
of the Brady bill. We were right. They were
wrong. You are safer. The crime rate’s going
down. Let them know about it in November
and help us build a bridge to the 21st century
where we’re all safe.

We ought to extend the Brady bill and say,
‘‘If you beat up your spouse or your child, you
shouldn’t be able to get a handgun either.’’ If
police put their lives on the lines for us, we
ought to say we haven’t seen any game wearing
bulletproof vests. We want to ban those cop-
killer bullets. And those who are opposed to
us are wrong. Let’s ban them, get rid of them,
make our police officers safer and our streets
safer.
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We ought to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that brings us together as a community,
beginning with strong families. You know what
I hear all over America as the number one fam-
ily problem? ‘‘How can I reconcile the demands
of work and rearing my children? How can I
do this? I need some help.’’ That’s why I’m
very proud that the first bill I signed, over the
opposition of the leaders of the other party,
was the family and medical leave law.

And since then, 12 million times families have
taken advantage of that law when a baby was
born or a parent was sick so they could take
care of their families without losing their jobs.
And what have we got to show for it: 101⁄2
million new jobs, the lowest unemployment rate
in 7 years, record numbers of new small busi-
nesses. We are moving this country in the right
direction.

We can help small business the way we have,
make it easier for people to take out pensions
and take them from job to job, give all small
businesses a tax cut as we have when they invest
more in their businesses. But don’t ask people
to hurt their families.

I want to expand family and medical leave
to give people some time off to go to doctor’s
appointments and parent-teacher conferences at
the schools so people can raise their kids and
succeed at work. Will you help me build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And let me say, finally, we have got to build
a bridge to the 21st century as everybody in
Washington State knows that enables us to grow
the economy while preserving our environment.
We are working to save our natural treasures,
from the Grand Staircase-Escalante, which I
mentioned, to getting the gold mine out of the
reaches of Yellowstone National Park, to saving
the Everglades all the way across the country
in Florida, to improving the quality of our air,
the safety of our drinking water, the safety of
our food. And we have more to do.

We’ve cleaned up more toxic waste sites in
3 years than the previous administrations did
in 12. But we still have a long way to go: 10
million of our children still live within 4 miles
of a toxic waste dump. If you’ll give us 4 more
years, we’ll clean up 500 more so children will
grow up next to parks, not poison. That’s the
way to build a bridge to the 21st century, and
I want you to help me do it.

And finally, let me say this: We have to build
a good community in America and be a part

of a strong community in the world. I spend
so much of the time you have given me to
be President trying to deal with the new security
challenges of this era, trying to combat the ter-
rorists, trying to combat the ethnic hatred, trying
to combat the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction, not just nuclear weapons but biological
and chemical weapons and other sophisticated
weapons, trying to beat the drug runners and
the organized criminals so that we can have
a world that is open and free, where people
can move around and share information but our
children will be safe.

If you think about it, a lot of the time I
spend is dealing with problems that are caused
because people refuse to get along with each
other and behave like sensible adults because
people all over this world insist on looking down
on others because they’re of a different race,
a different religion, a different ethnic group,
a different tribe, or in same other way different
from them. People insist on saying, ‘‘I’m impor-
tant because I’m not you.’’

Well, Seattle is a rebuke to that. Seattle is
a place where everybody has a home. You look
around this crowd today, look around this crowd
today. There are 197 nations represented in the
Olympics and a whole lot of them are rep-
resented in this crowd of 30,000 in Seattle,
Washington, United States of America today.

That’s the world I want to live in. That’s the
country I want to live in. We cannot afford—
we cannot afford—politicians who are waging
war on legal immigrants for their own benefits.
We cannot afford this church burning. We can-
not afford the kinds of hatreds and wedge issues
that have been too much a staple of our politics
in modern time.

Think about the rest of the world. There is
no country—no country—as well-positioned as
the United States for the 21st century. But we
have to make a decision. Are we all part of
one village? Do we want to say, ‘‘You’re on
your own?’’ Do we really believe that we’re all
created equal in the eyes of God, or do we
need to have somebody to look down on so
we can feel important? I think you know the
answer to that.

I think we ought to build a bridge to the
21st century that is wide and strong so that
we can say to anybody we run across, any man
or woman, boy or girl without regard to anything
else, ‘‘All you have to do is believe in the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of
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Independence, show up for work tomorrow or
for school, do your best, obey the law, love
your neighbor as yourself, and you’re part of
our community and we’re willing to walk with
you into the future.’’ Will you help me build
that bridge? [Applause] We need you, Wash-
ington.

Thank you, and God bless you, and God bless
America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. at the
Pike Place Market.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club in Seattle
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Believe it or not, we can almost see most
of you way in the back and up there. Thank
you.

I want to begin by just thanking all of you
for being here tonight.

Audience member. Where’s Hillary? [Laugh-
ter]

The President. Well, Hillary is on her way
here. She’s been in Denver. We’re going to
leave for the bus trip here tomorrow, so some-
time in the next hour and a half she’ll be here.

I want to thank Tom Skerritt for introducing
me and for being a good friend and supporter.
I know you’re all proud of him. I want to thank
all the musicians who played tonight, and this
is a Saxophone Club event; we’ve got five saxo-
phones back here. Let’s give them all a hand.
[Applause] Thank you.

I want to tell you how proud I am to be
here with these fine folks who are up on the
stage with me. Gary Locke is going to be a
great Governor of Washington State. And you
can be proud of him. I want to thank my good
friend Congressman Norm Dicks for being here
and ask for your support for him. And I want
to briefly introduce all these other gentlemen
behind me because they’re going to give you
a chance to undo that revolution that Mr. Ging-
rich brought us 2 years ago. So I’d like to ask
them to give you a wave as I call their names:
Kevin Quigley; Rick Locke; Brian Baird; Jeff
Coopersmith; and this gentleman got more votes
than the incumbent Congressman last night and
will again in November, Adam Smith. [Applause]
Thank you.

Now, were any of you in the Pike Street Mar-
ket today? I hope you didn’t get pneumonia.
I couldn’t believe that you waited in the rain.
You should know I just got the latest figures.

I understand that 35,000 people were put
through the mags at the rally tonight. So I thank
you for that. I am very grateful for your pres-
ence here tonight and for your support.

Audience member. Play the sax!
The President. No, I can’t do that. After the

election I’ll play, after the election. No, I’m
not going to do it. You might as well stop now;
I’m not going to do it. [Laughter]

You know, that’s the way they were when
they passed that budget and shut the Govern-
ment down. I told them I wasn’t going to put
up with that either. I didn’t do it. [Laughter]
After the election I’ll play, after the election.
I’ve got to get my skill level back up. After
the election I’ll do that.

Let me tell you something, this election in
7 weeks—or to be precise, 6 weeks and 6 days—
is going to have a huge impact on what your
country looks like in 50 years. You know that,
and you’re determined to make it come out
right or you wouldn’t be here tonight and you
certainly wouldn’t be in such a good humor,
in such high spirits, with such high energy.

But I want to ask you tonight to take the
energy, the enthusiasm, the spirit that you’re
manifesting here and take it out all across this
community, all across this State, to your friends
in other States for 6 weeks and 6 days. If you’ll
give us 6 weeks and 6 days, we’ll give you 4
great years. And we need your help.

You know, if you look around, if you just
look around Seattle today and the State of
Washington, you see a lot of living examples
of what I am trying so hard to do for America’s
future. You know, I want to build a bridge to
the future that has a growing economy in which
everybody can participate, not just a few but
everybody. That’s why it’s important to stop
those who tried to cut back on education and
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instead make a college education available to
everybody, bring the Internet to every class-
room, make sure we have world-class opportuni-
ties.

I want us to go forward as one community
building for the future. That’s why it’s important
to balance the budget without walking away
from our commitments to education or to the
environment or to research. As I said today at
the Pike Street Market, the University of Wash-
ington is the number one recipient of Federal
research investment of any public university in
the United States of America. You’ve got a big
stake in our continuing to invest in the future
and building a better future.

Just in the last 4 years, I’ve seen the life
expectancy of people with HIV and AIDS more
than double in 4 years because of medical re-
search and accelerating movement of drugs to
the marketplace. Just a few days before Chris-
topher Reeve spoke so movingly at the Demo-
cratic National Convention about research—just
a few days—for the first time in history we
had an example of lower-limb movement being
restored to laboratory animals that had their
spines severed by nerve transplants. This is his-
toric in its implications. To turn away from re-
search at the time when things like this are
happening is folly.

So, yes, balance the budget, but keep invest-
ing in our people and our future so we can
go forward together and grow together. You un-
derstand that here. You know that here. You
know it’s a part of our future, and you have
to stand for it.

This has also been a great week for America’s
natural heritage and environment. Last night we
reached an agreement to preserve the old-
growth forests in Washington and Oregon. This
week we reached an agreement to preserve and
restore salmon on the Columbia River, very im-
portant. Today I went to the Grand Canyon,
which was first preserved by Theodore Roo-
sevelt in 1908 by a declaration of Presidential
monument, to declare a monument in southern
Utah, 1.7 million acres, the Grand Cascade-
Escalante monument. It’s a beautiful, priceless
treasure for our people and a great thing for
our country.

But we have more to do. There is a huge
difference here. One party wants to build a
bridge to the future; one says we should reach
back and build a bridge to the past. One ap-
proach says the Government is always the prob-

lem; we’d be better off if we were on our own.
My approach says—I agree with my wife’s book;
it takes a village to raise a child, to grow the
country, to build a future.

And there is no community in America more
outward-looking, more reaching out to the
world, more relishing of its diversity than Se-
attle. And the way you live every day trying
to reconcile your differences and appreciate
your differences and relish them and build
strength out of this community, that’s what
America has to do.

When Hillary and our daughter and I went
to the Olympics to open them and I got to
talk to the American team, it occurred to me
that if the American team were to take off its
uniforms and just walk around in the Olympic
Village, you wouldn’t have a clue where they
were from. I mean we had Hispanic-Americans
and we had Nordic-Americans and we had
Indian- and Pakistani-Americans and we had
Native Americans and we had all kinds of Asian-
Americans from all over.

Audience member. Gay Americans!
The President. Yes. We had everybody and

all on the Olympic team. So it occurred to me
that—and I sat in the Olympic dining hall there,
and I ate with these various team members and
people came up to me from Ireland and from
the Middle East and from various places where
I’ve been working to try to make peace and
thanked me for the efforts of the United States.
And I thought to myself—I thought to myself,
here we got 197 different national groups rep-
resented at the Olympics. Our largest county,
Los Angeles County, has people from over 150
of those places in one county. In Seattle, you
have nearly that many. And yet we’re still some-
how making it work.

But that’s still our biggest challenge. You
think about the time I spend as your President
trying to get other people around the world
to get along instead of look down on each other.

That’s the last thing I will say. This is a better
country in terms of our achievements, our direc-
tion, and our opportunity, our sense of civic
responsibility; we’re stronger, we’re in better
shape than we were 4 years ago. By any meas-
ure, we’re in better shape than we were 4 years
ago.

But if you really want to build a bridge to
the 21st century, if you want to feel on a daily
basis about your country the energy, the elation,
the joy you are manifesting here tonight, you
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