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Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 1996
September 18, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone observing Yom
Kippur, this holiest of Jewish holidays.

On this day, Jews across our nation and
around the world gather to pray for forgiveness
and to atone for any transgressions they may
have committed against God and their fellow
human beings. It is during this solemn observ-
ance that people who have been torn by dif-
ferences seek reconciliation with friends, family,
and neighbors in an earnest effort to improve
their lives and to strengthen their relationships
with others.

With its emphasis on collective responsibility,
Yom Kippur is a powerful reminder that what
we do as individuals has a profound effect on
our entire community. The choices we make,
whether shortsighted or wise, self-centered or

generous, make a difference not only in our
own lives but in the lives of our families, our
community, and our nation.

Let us remember, therefore, that renewal is
still within our reach, that humility before God
will help us to recognize and conquer whatever
is unworthy in our society and bring us closer
to our Creator and to one another. Let us real-
ize that whatever success we may attain will
be meaningful only if it is used in service to
others. And let this Yom Kippur be a time for
us to reaffirm our commitment to family, to
community, and to a world of peace and oppor-
tunity for all.

Best wishes for a blessed Yom Kippur.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks to the Community in Seattle, Washington
September 18, 1996

The President. Thank you, thank you.
Audience members. Four more years! Four

more years! Four more years!
The President. You know, ladies and gentle-

men, I have to tell you that for 5 years I have
been coming here. I read all about Washington,
all about Seattle. This is the very first time it
has ever rained on me. Now I know I have
finally been accepted as one of you, and thank
you. I am glad to be here. I also have a Seattle
Fire Department cap that’s keeping me a little
dry here.

I want to thank Congressman Norm Dicks,
who’s up here. We’re going to send him some
help in the United States House of Representa-
tives in November, aren’t we? [Applause] He
and Jim McDermott have had a pretty lonely
time, and I want to help them. And I know
you do, too.

Let me thank my good friend Mayor Norm
Rice for his longtime friendship, for the great
campaign he ran, for the incredible dignity he
has shown, and for the sense of unity he and
Gary Locke have expressed today. It made me

proud to be a Democrat and proud to be an
American.

I want to thank Gary Locke for what he said,
for the campaign he has run, the campaign he
is about to run, and the work he will do as
the Governor of the great State of Washington.
He will be a great partner, and I will work
with him to make this State even greater. Thank
you for everything you have done to support
him, and stay with him until November.

My fellow Americans, I’m glad to see you
here. I knew you wouldn’t be deterred by the
rain, but when the Secret Service told me that
30,000 people had gone through the mags, I
knew that you wanted to keep America on the
right track to the 21st century.

We are moving in the right direction. And
I am proud of the fact that since I came here
4 years ago and asked you to support me in
meeting our challenges, protecting our values,
providing opportunity and responsibility for all
Americans, and bringing this country together,
not seeing it driven apart, having us relish our
diversity instead of being destroyed by it, we
are moving ahead.
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