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if we work together and put the interests of
real people first, we can meet the challenges
of this era.

I’d like to say on a personal note that I am
especially grateful for the time and effort and
stories that the family members of air tragedies
have shared with me. And when I went to New
York with Hillary to meet with the family mem-
bers of the victims of TWA 800, a grandmother
spoke to me movingly about how she had lost
both her child—her daughter—and her grand-
son in that crash. And she gave me a picture
of her 10-year-old grandson because of his par-
ticular attachment to the President and his de-
sire to grow up to be in public life some day.
I have carried that picture with me every single

day until this day and the signing of this bill.
And I hope that this legislation will mean more
children will have the chance to live out their
dreams.

I’d like to ask Congressman Duncan, the At-
torney General, and the family members to
come up now as we sign the legislation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Doug Smith, president,
National Air Disaster Alliance. The President also
referred to his receipt of the initial report of the
White House Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security on September 9. H.R. 3539, approved
October 9, was assigned Public Law No. 104–264.

Statement on Signing the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Amendments
Act of 1996
October 9, 1996

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2594, the
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Amendments
Act of 1996, proving once again that when man-
agement and labor work together they make
their businesses, their communities, and our
working families stronger.

This bill, which was supported by both labor
and management, brings unemployment benefits
for railroad workers in line with benefits for
other workers. It also reduces the waiting peri-
ods for receiving unemployment and sickness
benefits and increases the maximum daily rate
for these same benefits.

In short, this bill is good for the American
economy and the American worker. I applaud
rail labor and management and those at the
Railroad Retirement Board, the Department of
Labor, the Department of Transportation, the
National Mediation Board, and all others who
had a hand in helping to create the climate
that has led to good relations and progress in
the industry.

NOTE: H.R. 2594, approved October 9, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–251.

Statement on Signing Veterans Legislation
October 9, 1996

I have signed into law today three veterans-
related bills that will ensure that veterans bene-
fits keep pace with inflation, improve the vet-
erans health care system, and expand other vet-
erans programs and benefits.

The first bill—H.R. 3458, the Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
1996—authorizes a cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) on December 1, 1996, for recipients

of veterans’ disability compensation, Depend-
ency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC), and
clothing allowances. The COLA, identical to the
one that Social Security recipients will receive
on January 1, 1997, will go to about 2.3 million
veterans with disabilities who receive disability
compensation benefits, over 300,000 individuals
who receive DIC as the surviving spouses and
children of service members who died in service
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