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off, and I certainly hope that the constitu-
tionality will be upheld.

Riady Letter

Q. There’s a report today that Mr. Riady gave
you foreign policy advice and that the White
House sat on the letter until now.

The President. On the what?
Q. Did not disclose——
The President. There was a Wall Street Jour-

nal article about a letter that I received in ’93,
which I think—which Mike McCurry says has
been—the information has been out there for
some time. It’s just a very—it’s a letter like
tens of thousands of other letters I get, people
suggesting every day—I get, I suppose, hun-
dreds every day suggesting what our policy
ought to be in various areas. And we will make
that letter available to Congress, after which I’m
sure it will be made available to you. But you
will see it’s a straightforward policy letter, the
kind of thing that I think people ought to feel
free to write the President about.

Campaign Finance Inquiry

Q. What’s your response to the call from GOP
Senators on hearings——

The President. On what?
Q. ——on donations to the Democratic Na-

tional Committee—[inaudible].
The President. They’ll have to do their busi-

ness. They can do whatever they think is right.
It’s all—I’m going to spend my time working
on what I can do.

And let me again say to the Russian Ambas-
sador how glad we are to have you here, sir,
today. And today the Vice President has flown
to Lisbon; he will be there with Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin at the OSCE meeting. We’re all
thrilled at the reports we get of President
Yeltsin’s excellent recovery from his surgery.
And this is the kind of partnership that we are
working hard to build between our two nations.
And we are honored to have you here, and
we look forward to more of the same.

Thank you, and thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Russian Ambassador to the U.S.
Yuliy Vorontsov; Dr. Lucid’s husband, Michael;
Indonesian businessman Mochtar Riady; and
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin of Russia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act
of 1979
December 2, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 204 of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), I
transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report on
the national emergency declared by Executive
Order 12924 of August 19, 1994, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States caused by

the lapse of the Export Administration Act of
1979.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.
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