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Dec. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on

Budget Deferrals
December 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report seven new deferrals of budgetary
resources, totaling $3.5 billion.

These deferrals affect programs of the De-
partment of State, the Social Security Adminis-
tration, and International Security Assistance.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 5. The report detailing the
deferrals was published in the Federal Register
on December 16.

Remarks Announcing the Second Term National Security Team and an
Exchange With Reporters
December 5, 1996

The President. Good afternoon. During our
first term in office, the Vice President and I
were blessed to work with a remarkable national
security team: Secretary of State Warren Chris-
topher, Secretary of Defense Bill Perry, National
Security Adviser Anthony Lake, U.N. Ambas-
sador Madeleine Albright, Director of Central
Intelligence John Deutch, all very bright, force-
ful, strong-minded individuals who came to-
gether as a team to advance America’s interests
and values around the world.

Today the fact that our Nation is at peace,
our economy is strong, and we are making real
progress in seizing the opportunities, meeting
the challenges of the 21st century, these things
are due in no small measure to the teamwork,
vision, and leadership they gave to the American
people. The Vice President and I and every
other American owe all of them a great debt
of gratitude.

Now as we embark upon a new term, our
responsibility is to build on the strong founda-
tion laid in the last 4 years, to make sure that
as we enter the 21st century, America remains
the indispensable nation, the world’s greatest
force for peace and prosperity, for freedom and
security.

Today I am pleased to announce the new
national security team I have selected to help

us meet that responsibility: Secretary of State-
designate Madeleine Albright; Secretary of De-
fense-designate William Cohen; Director of
Central Intelligence-designate Anthony Lake;
National Security Adviser Samuel Berger. Each
of these individuals has remarkable qualities of
intellect, energy, and leadership. All are com-
mitted to work together as a team that will
rise above partisanship and rise to the challenges
of meeting the opportunities, of dealing with
the challenges that we all face.

The challenges are many: terrorism; the
spread of weapons of mass destruction; drug
trafficking; environmental degradation; ethnic,
religious, and racial conflicts; dealing with the
sea changes occurring in Asia and elsewhere
throughout the globe. But the opportunities are
even greater: working toward a Europe that for
the first time is undivided, democratic, and at
peace; building a new partnership with a demo-
cratic Russia; meeting the challenge of change
in Asia with strength and steadiness, in a way
that advances freedom and prosperity; extending
the reach of peace and freedom in the Middle
East and Africa; opening more markets in Latin
America and strengthening the democracies that
have taken root there.

These new people who will form the new
national security team, they have the experience,
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