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at other targets like Bosnia? Then they’re having
to define in themselves, ‘‘Where do we want
to be 25 or 30 years from now?’’

And when they say things that we find offen-
sive, I would ask the American people to under-
stand their sensitivities. We were never invaded
by Napoleon or Hitler, and they were. So
they’re a little sensitive about the prospects of
their borders. And we’re trying to work together
for a better, brighter world.

I think that we’re going to get there. I expect
that the Helsinki meeting will be positive. But
you should understand, this is a tough debate

and that they have reasons in their own psyche
and circumstances that make it a difficult one.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 137th news conference
began at 2:02 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Nancy
Hernreich, Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of Oval Office Operations; Bernard
Rapoport, member, Advisory Committee for
Trade Policy and Negotiations; and Ron Fitz-
simmons, executive director, National Coalition of
Abortion Providers.

Statement on the National Economy
March 7, 1997

Today we learned that the economy is con-
tinuing to generate good jobs, almost 600,000
jobs in the first 2 months of this year alone.
That’s good news for American workers and
their families. The American economy has now
created nearly 12 million new jobs since I took
office. Now it’s time to keep this American job
engine on the move by passing a balanced budg-
et plan that invests in education and our future.

Our 1993 economic plan has helped spur this
strong job growth, while cutting the deficit by
63 percent, from $290 billion in 1992 to $107
billion in 1996. Now we must cut the deficit
to zero while investing in our people. My budget
will do just that. I look forward to working with
the Congress to get the job done by passing
a balanced budget plan.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
March 7, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). This report cov-
ers the period from January 7 to the present.

Saddam Hussein remains a threat to his peo-
ple and the region. The United States success-
fully responded to the increased threat resulting
from Saddam’s attack on Irbil in late August
1996, but he continues to try to manipulate local
rivalries in northern Iraq to his advantage. The
United States and our coalition partners con-

tinue uninterrupted enforcement of the no-fly
zone over northern Iraq under Operation North-
ern Watch, the successor mission to Operation
Provide Comfort. France chose not to partici-
pate in Operation Northern Watch, but the
United Kingdom and Turkey remain committed
to the same enforcement of the no-fly zone
above the 36th parallel that existed under Oper-
ation Provide Comfort. Enforcement of the
southern no-fly zone also continues, and France
remains engaged with our other coalition part-
ners in conducting Operation Southern Watch.

Besides our air operations, we will continue
to maintain a strong U.S. presence in the region
in order to deter Saddam. U.S. force levels have
returned to approximate pre-Operation Desert
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