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Memorandum on National Testing in Defense Department Schools
March 13, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Participation of Department of Defense
Dependents Schools and Domestic Dependent
Elementary and Secondary Schools in National
Testing

The Department of Defense Dependents
Schools overseas and the Domestic Dependent
Elementary and Secondary Schools here at
home play an important role in enhancing the
quality of life and overall readiness of the Armed
Forces of the United States. They provide mili-
tary families deployed overseas and within the
United States with outstanding educational op-
portunities, and they play a vital role in prepar-
ing the children of military and civilian person-
nel in the Armed Forces for the future.

Students in these schools deserve the best
we can offer, starting with the highest expecta-
tions and most challenging academic standards
available. Drawn from all racial and ethnic back-
grounds, located in 15 countries throughout the
world and in seven States and Puerto Rico here
at home, all highly mobile, no group of students
better underscores the need for common na-
tional standards and a uniform way of measuring
progress.

That is why I am pleased the Department
of Defense Dependents Schools and Domestic
Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools
have accepted the challenge of benchmarking
the performance of their students against widely
accepted national standards in fourth grade
reading and eighth grade math, using voluntary
national tests aligned with these standards. This
step will ensure that students, parents, and
teachers in the Department of Defense Edu-

cation Activity (DoDEA) schools will have hon-
est, accurate information about whether students
are mastering the basic skills. Along with the
States of Maryland, Michigan, and North Caro-
lina, the DoDEA schools are among the first
in the Nation to commit to participate in this
testing program, beginning in 1999.

Accepting this challenge of meeting national
standards means much more than administering
new tests. It means beginning immediately to
prepare students to meet these standards. This
will require steps such as providing parents with
the information and assistance they need to be
their child’s first teacher, upgrading the curricu-
lum, implementing proven instructional practices
and programs, making accessible new tech-
nologies to enhance teaching and learning, sup-
porting and rewarding good teaching, and pro-
viding students who need it with extra help and
tutoring.

The DoDEA schools have already begun this
task, but much more needs to be done. And
the lessons the DoDEA schools learn from these
efforts can be valuable for other schools
throughout our Nation.

Therefore I direct you to ensure that the
DoDEA schools take these and other steps as
appropriate, and use all available resources to
prepare every one of their students to meet
these standards, in 1999 and each year there-
after, and to report annually on the progress
being made toward this objective, and on the
effectiveness of the strategies and approaches
the DoDEA school system uses to achieve it.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement Announcing the White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Learning
March 13, 1997

Today Hillary and I are pleased to announce
that on April 17, 1997, we will host the White
House Conference on Early Childhood Devel-
opment and Learning: What New Research on

the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Chil-
dren. The conference, which will take place at
the White House, will spotlight exciting new
findings about how our children develop, and
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explore how we can make the most of this infor-
mation to give our children what they need to
thrive.

We hope that this one-day conference will
make the latest scientific research, nearly all
supported by the Federal Government, more
accessible and understandable to America’s fami-
lies. The research clearly indicates the impor-
tance of children’s first few years to their later
success in school and in life. This conference
is a continuation of my administration’s commit-
ment to children, and in particular, it follows
Hillary’s work over the years on issues relating
to early childhood development.

The conference will examine how we can use
this new research in practical ways—to be better
parents, more informed caregivers, and more re-
sponsive members of our communities. It will
also explore how this information can be used
by all members of our society—from corporate
executives to pediatricians, from ministers to
elected officials—to help strengthen America’s
families.

Parents desperately want to do right by their
children, and we all have a role to play in mak-
ing sure they have the tools they need to do
the best job they can. We believe this con-
ference can make a valuable contribution.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Narcotics Certification
for Mexico
March 13, 1997

Today’s vote by the House of Representatives
on Mexico is the wrong way to continue and
deepen the unprecedented cooperation we are
getting from Mexico in the war on drugs and
the wrong way to protect the interests of the
American people.

We all seek the same goal: to keep drugs
out of America’s neighborhoods and away from
our children. Accomplishing that goal requires
that we work closely with nations that share
our objective of halting the flow of illegal nar-
cotics, especially with the one country in the
hemisphere whose 2,000 mile border with the
United States makes it a ready target of the
traffickers seeking to smuggle their contraband
into the United States.

I certified Mexico because in the last year,
we have achieved an unprecedented level of co-
operation on counternarcotics, because Mexico
has taken concrete steps on its own to fight
drug trafficking, and because certification is the
best way to make sure that Mexico’s cooperation
and antidrug efforts grow even stronger.

Under President Zedillo’s leadership, Mexico
broke new ground by extraditing two of its citi-
zens to the United States and expelling drug

kingpin Juan Garcia Abrego, who is now behind
bars in an American prison for life. Our military
cooperation has improved dramatically as we
have expanded antidrug training and assistance
on drug interdiction.

Moreover, Mexico has taken the initiative by
itself: Drug seizures, arrests, crop eradication,
and the destruction of drug labs and runaways
in Mexico have all increased. New laws to com-
bat organized crime and money laundering have
been enacted. And the Zedillo administration
immediately arrested and prosecuted its drug
czar when they discovered he had been cor-
rupted by a major drug ring.

President Zedillo recognizes the enormity of
the problem Mexico faces, and he has been
courageous in carrying this battle forward. He
deserves our support, not a vote of ‘‘no con-
fidence’’ that will only make it more difficult
for him to work with us and defeat the scourge
of drugs.

I will continue to work with Congress to en-
sure that legislation that would undermine
progress we have made with Mexico does not
become law.
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