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pending against 21 companies, financial institu-
tions, and individuals for possible violations of
the Regulations.

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal Gov-
ernment in the 6-month period from September
15, 1996, through March 14, 1997, that are di-
rectly attributable to the exercise of powers and
authorities conferred by the declaration of a na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran are ap-
proximately $800,000, most of which represent
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel.
Personnel costs were largely centered in the De-
partment of the Treasury (particularly in the
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the U.S. Cus-
toms Service, the Office of the Under Secretary
for Enforcement, and the Office of the General
Counsel), the Department of State (particularly
the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs,
the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, the Bureau
of Intelligence and Research, and the Office
of the Legal Adviser), and the Department of
Commerce (the Bureau of Export Administra-
tion and the General Counsel’s Office).

7. The situation reviewed above continues to
involve important diplomatic, financial, and legal

interests of the United States and its nationals
and presents an extraordinary and unusual threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. The declaration of
the national emergency with respect to Iran con-
tained in Executive Order 12957 and the com-
prehensive economic sanctions imposed by Ex-
ecutive Order 12959 underscore the United
States Government opposition to the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, particularly
its support of international terrorism and its ef-
forts to acquire weapons of mass destruction
and the means to deliver them. The Iranian
Transactions Regulations issued pursuant to Ex-
ecutive Orders 12957 and 12959 continue to
advance important objectives in promoting the
nonproliferation and antiterrorism policies of the
United States. I shall exercise the powers at
my disposal to deal with these problems and
will report periodically to the Congress on sig-
nificant developments.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 14, 1997.

Remarks Following Treatment at the National Naval Medical Center in
Bethesda, Maryland
March 14, 1997

Press Secretary Mike McCurry. Since we’re
talking about him, I thought maybe you’d like
to hear from the President. So he just wanted
to say hello, so we connected him in here.

The President. Mike, can you hear me?
Press Secretary McCurry. Yes, sir, we can

hear you fine. Go ahead.
The President. Well, I’m enjoying this press

conference. [Laughter]
Press Secretary McCurry. First one in a long

time you probably enjoyed.
The President. It’s wonderful not to be an-

swering the questions. But I want you guys to
quit giving my doctor a hard time about letting
me go to Helsinki. We’re all going to Helsinki;
we have to go to Helsinki. [Laughter]

Press Secretary McCurry. Thank you, sir.
The President. I feel great. They did a terrific

job. And let me say, I just had an unlucky break.
But I’ve had almost no injuries in my life. In

25 years of running and a lot of other athletic
activity, I’ve been remarkably free of injuries.
I had one skiing accident once, and this was
just an accident. Accidents happen to people.
But I was very fortunate that Greg Norman,
being a better athlete than I am, immediately
heard my knee pop and turned around and
caught me before I fell on the ground. And
then the hospital down in Florida did a wonder-
ful job, Dr. Cohen and the other people. And
my team did a good job here. I feel great.

And don’t worry about it; I’ll just spend a
little time here and get home and go back to
work.

Thank you.

NOTE: These remarks were included in the tran-
script of a press briefing by the President’s attend-
ing physicians which began at 5:50 p.m. The Presi-
dent spoke from the Medical Evaluation and
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Treatment Unit at the National Naval Medical
Center, following surgical treatment for a knee
injury he sustained on March 13 when he lost
his footing on a staircase at the home of profes-
sional golfer Greg Norman. In his remarks, the
President referred to Comdr. David P. Adkison,

USN, chair, orthopedic surgery, National Naval
Medical Center; and Joel E. Cohen, orthopedic
surgeon, St. Mary’s Medical Center, West Palm
Beach, FL. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Forces to Albania
March 15, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In February 1997, civil unrest broke out in

Albania after a nationwide pyramid investment
scheme destroyed the life savings of tens of
thousands of investors unaware of the fraudulent
nature of those investments. Protesters took to
the streets and later joined political opponents
of President Sali Berisha in demanding his re-
moval. By March 13, much of Albania, including
the capital city of Tirana, had fallen into wide-
spread disorder. Looting and gunfire was re-
ported throughout the country as sympathetic
police and military officials refused to enforce
the law. While there was no evidence that
Americans were being directly targeted, the dis-
order and violence sweeping the country sub-
jected American citizens and property to risks
ranging from criminal acts to random violence.

On March 13, due to the rapidly deteriorating
security situation and the potential threat to
American citizens and the American Embassy,
U.S. military personnel were deployed to pro-
vide enhanced security for the American Em-
bassy in Tirana and to conduct the evacuation
of certain U.S. Government employees and pri-
vate U.S. citizens. Approximately 25 U.S. Ma-
rines entered the capital city on March 13 and
immediately took up positions in and around
the American Embassy compound. Evacuation
operations began concurrently as U.S. CH–46
helicopters operating from the USS Nassau am-
phibious ready group transported approximately
50 U.S. citizens to U.S. Navy ships at sea. Evac-
uation efforts resumed on March 14 and are
expected to continue for several days. The res-

cue helicopters are escorted by AH–1W Cobra
helicopters, which came under fire but were
not damaged during separate, sporadic incidents
on March 14. In addition, a 150-member Marine
rifle company has also been inserted near the
American Embassy to provide additional security
for the evacuation.

The Marines involved in this operation are
from the Marine Expeditionary Unit currently
operating in the Adriatic Sea. Although U.S.
forces are equipped for combat, the evacuation
is being undertaken solely for the purpose of
protecting American citizens and property.
United States forces will redeploy as soon as
evacuation operations are complete and en-
hanced security at the American Embassy is no
longer required.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this action
to protect American citizens and the American
Embassy in Tirana.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.
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