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Mar. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on Signing the Victim Rights Clarification Act of 1997
March 19, 1997

Today I have signed into law H.R. 924, the
‘‘Victim Rights Clarification Act of 1997,’’ to en-
sure that victims of crime and their families
will not be prevented from attending a criminal
trial in Federal court simply because they intend
to exercise their right to give a statement during
a sentencing hearing, once guilt has been de-
cided. I commend the Congress for responding
to the initiative led by crime victims and their
families, and by a bipartisan group of State at-
torneys general. As I have said before, when
someone is a victim, he or she should be at
the center of the criminal justice process, not

on the outside looking in. The Act, of course,
does not limit the courts’ authority and obliga-
tion to protect the defendant’s right to a fair
trial under the due process clause.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 19, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 924, approved March 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–6. This statement was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 20.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Martti Ahtisaari of Finland in Helsinki
March 20, 1997

Summit With President Boris Yeltsin of Russia

Q. Mr. President, what did you think of Presi-
dent Yeltsin’s conciliatory remarks on his arrival
here?

The President. I was quite encouraged. I felt
good about it. I’m looking forward to the meet-
ing. And I thank President Ahtisaari for making
it possible for us to be here.

Q. Are you finding—how are you finding a
bum knee? Is that compatible with international
diplomacy?

The President. So far we’re doing all right.
My knee and I are getting around pretty well.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:48 p.m. in the
Yellow Room at the Presidential Palace. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Statement on the Tentative Agreement in the Dispute Between
American Airlines and the Allied Pilots Association
March 20, 1997

I am pleased by the announcement yesterday
that the negotiating teams for American Airlines
and the Allied Pilots Association have reached
a tentative agreement on their longstanding
labor dispute. This tentative agreement will be
presented on Friday to the APA board of direc-
tors for approval and subsequent ratification by
the union membership.

I want to commend the management of
American Airlines and the leadership of the Al-
lied Pilots Association for their commitment to
each other and to the traveling public. I think
it speaks well of the parties and their intentions
that this tentative agreement was reached more
than 5 weeks before the April 28 ‘‘cooling off’’
deadline. When labor and management work to-
gether, as they did here, U.S. industries are
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better able to maintain their prominent positions
in the global marketplace.

I also want to thank Presidential Emergency
Board Chairman Robert Harris and the other

members of the panel, Helen Witt and Anthony
Sinicropi, for their dedication and hard work.
This settlement would not have been possible
without their leadership and oversight.

Statement on Senate Action on Narcotics Certification for Mexico
March 20, 1997

I welcome the Senate action endorsing greater
cooperation with Mexico and other nations in
our hemisphere in the common fight against
the scourge of drugs. The resolution approved
today represents bipartisan cooperation at its
best. Senators reached across the aisle in a way
that supports our work with Mexico to keep
illegal narcotics out of America’s neighborhoods
and away from our children.

The Senate and I share a common goal: We
both want to improve cooperation with Mexico,
Latin America, and the Caribbean in the fight
against drugs. I certified Mexico because of the
unprecedented level of counternarcotics co-
operation we have achieved in the last year and
because of the positive steps Mexico has taken
on its own to fight drug trafficking. But as I
said when I made that decision, much more

needs to be done by everyone in this battle.
This certification reinforces our ongoing efforts
and will foster increased U.S.-Mexico coopera-
tion and strengthen Mexico’s own antidrug ini-
tiatives. This approach, not confrontation, is the
right way to get the results we all want.

The Senate’s resolution adopts a clear stand
that will support our efforts. It also makes a
constructive contribution by emphasizing that
solving the problem of drugs requires work on
both sides of the border. For example, the bill
requires reporting on steps that my administra-
tion is taking, such as strengthening border en-
forcement and improving antidrug education for
our youth. I welcome the Senate’s farsighted
approach, and I urge the House to take up
this bill and pass it as quickly as possible.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Sarin Gas Attack in Tokyo, Japan
March 20, 1997

Two years ago terrorists launched a cowardly
chemical attack in Tokyo’s subways that took
12 lives and injured thousands more. Today we
join with the people of Japan in remembering
their pain and loss.

This tragic anniversary also reminds us that
we must do everything possible to protect Amer-
icans from the threat of a similar terrorist out-
rage. That includes ratifying the Chemical
Weapons Convention, a step that Japan’s Diet
took within a month of the attack in Tokyo.
And just this week, the treaty was submitted
to Russia’s Duma for ratification. We still have
not ratified. It would be harmful to our national
interests if the United States, which led the
way in developing this treaty, was on the out-

side, not the inside, when it comes into oper-
ation on April 29.

The Chemical Weapons Convention will help
to thwart chemical terrorists in several important
ways. It will eliminate their largest potential
source of chemical weapons by mandating the
destruction of existing chemical weapon stock-
piles. It will make it more difficult for terrorists
to gain access to chemicals that can be used
to make chemical weapons. It will tie the United
States into a global intelligence and information
network that can help provide early warning of
terrorist plans for a chemical attack. It will give
our law enforcement new authority at home to
investigate and prosecute anyone seeking to ac-
quire chemical weapons or to use them against
innocent civilians.
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