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doing it for your alma mater after so many ef-
forts and so many fine performances and, frank-
ly, when it doesn’t come so easily, when you
have to keep fighting for it, even sometimes
when you think it’s not quite fair, must make
it all the sweeter.

I’ve also been in a position of having to try
to defeat someone who once beat me for some-
thing I cared a great deal about, and that makes
it a little better, too. [Laughter] So again, let
me say it’s a great honor to have you in the
White House. I know I’m too old to play for
this team, but don’t hold my injury against me.

Coach Spurrier, the floor is yours.
Thank you.

[At this point, head coach Steve Spurrier and
quarterback Danny Wuerffel made brief remarks
and presented the President with a jersey.]

Coach Spurrier. I don’t know if you can wear
that jogging or not.

The President. Yes, I can. Thank you. Move
that out of here so we can take a good picture
of this.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John V. Lombardi, president, Uni-
versity of Florida, and his wife, Cathryn; Jeremy
Foley, Athletic Director, University of Florida;
and Mayor Edward Jennings of Gainesville, FL.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Situation in Zaire
March 27, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The Republic of Zaire has been embroiled

in an internal conflict for several months. Rebels
seeking to oust ailing President Mobutu Sese
Seko have captured more than one-fifth of the
country. While there is no evidence that Ameri-
cans are being directly targeted, the potential
for civil disorder and general unrest in Kinshasa
may subject American citizens and property to
a range of risks, including those from criminal
acts and random violence.

On March 25, 1997, a standby evacuation
force of U.S. military personnel from the U.S.
European Command and the United States de-
ployed to Congo and Gabon to provide en-
hanced security for the more than 300 American
private citizens, government employees, and se-
lected third country nationals in Kinshasa,
should their evacuation become necessary. We
do not anticipate that the more than 200 re-
maining American citizens outside Kinshasa will
be at risk. These forces augment the noncom-
bat-equipped enabling forces that deployed to
Congo on March 21, 1997, to prepare for a
possible evacuation operation.

The enabling and evacuation forces based in
Brazzaville, Congo and Libreville, Gabon are
prepared for a possible evacuation. These forces
include a forward deployed Joint Task Force

Headquarters, fixed-wing and rotary aircraft, air-
port control and support equipment, and medi-
cal and security personnel and equipment. In
addition, USS Nassau, with a Marine Battalion
Landing Team and a helicopter squadron rein-
forced with fixed-wing AV–8 Harrier aircraft
embarked, is moving into the area.

Although U.S. forces are equipped for com-
bat, this movement is being undertaken solely
for the purpose of preparing to protect Amer-
ican citizens and property. United States forces
will redeploy as soon as it is determined that
an evacuation is not necessary or, if necessary,
is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this action
to prepare to protect American citizens in Zaire.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Statement on Protections for Human Subjects of Classified Research
March 28, 1997

When I accepted the Advisory Committee’s
report in October of 1995, I promised that it
would not be left on the shelf to gather dust.
I made a commitment that we would learn from
the lessons the committee’s report offered and
use it as a roadmap to lead us to better choices
in the future. We have actively worked to re-
spond to the Advisory Committee’s rec-
ommendations to make the record of these ex-
periments open to the public, to improve ethics
in human research today, and to right the
wrongs of the past.

The report we are releasing today is an impor-
tant milestone in our progress, but we are by
no means at the end of our journey. Much work
remains to be done. I am confident that all

of us—the eminent committee that produced
the original report, the Federal officials who
worked so hard to support the committee’s ef-
forts, and most importantly, the citizens of this
great country from whose experiences we have
learned so much—can together help ensure a
better world for our children.

NOTE: Secretary of Energy Federico Peña read
the President’s statement in a briefing announcing
the report entitled ‘‘Building Public Trust: Actions
To Respond to the Report of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Human Radiation Experiments.’’ The
related memorandum of March 27 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1997
March 28, 1997

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Easter.

For almost two millennia, Christians around
the world have celebrated this sacred and joyous
season as a time of promises fulfilled. It is the
promise that a long, harsh winter will dissolve
into the warmth and beauty of spring. It is the
promise that hearts can be changed and lives
renewed by God’s love and forgiveness. It is
the promise that the sufferings of Good Friday
will be transformed into the glorious triumph
of Easter morning.

Now, as we swiftly approach the dawn of a
new millennium, let us strive together to fulfill
our own promise, both as individuals and as

a nation. By strengthening our families and com-
munities, bringing hope and help to those in
need, and creating a climate of peace and rec-
onciliation where hatred and violence and preju-
dice have no place, we can each play a vital
role in carrying out God’s loving plan for hu-
manity. As Saint John’s Gospel so eloquently
reminds us, ‘‘. . . God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.’’

As you gather with family and friends to share
the joys of this holy season, Hillary and I extend
best wishes to all for a wonderful Easter.

BILL CLINTON
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