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Statement on 1997 Appropriations for the Immigration and Naturalization
Service
January 14, 1997

For many years, the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service did not receive sufficient re-
sources to carry out some of its vital functions.
As a result, control of our borders suffered and
illegal immigration flourished.

Four years ago, we began an effort to revital-
ize the INS by providing the resources and com-
mitment to fulfill our responsibilities. During
this period, INS funding has grown 105 percent.
Our borders have been greatly strengthened
with more personnel and better technology,

workplace enforcement has gotten tougher, and
a record number of criminal aliens have been
deported.

Today’s announcement represents continuing
wise management of the additional resources re-
quested by me and provided by the Congress.
And it represents my administration’s continuing
commitment to an immigration policy that rec-
ognizes the value of legal immigration while
strengthening our efforts to restrict illegal immi-
gration.

Remarks on the Israeli-Palestinian Agreement on Hebron and an Exchange
With Reporters
January 14, 1997

The President. A few minutes ago, Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat called me
to tell me that they have reached agreement
on the Israeli redeployment in Hebron. This
achievement brings to a successful conclusion
the talks that were launched in Washington last
September, and it brings us another step closer
to a lasting, secure Middle East peace.

Once again, the Israelis and the Palestinians
have shown they can resolve their differences
and help to build a brighter future for their
children by finding ways to address each other’s
concerns. And once again, the forces of peace
have prevailed over a history of division.

Israel will promptly redeploy its troops. The
parties will establish practical security arrange-
ments to strengthen stability and improve co-
operation. There will also be an agreed roadmap
for further redeployment by Israel. The Palestin-
ians have reaffirmed their commitments, includ-
ing their commitment to fight terrorism.

I thank Prime Minister Netanyahu and Chair-
man Arafat for their leadership. King Hussein
also deserves special recognition and gratitude
for his work for peace. I also want to express
my appreciation to President Mubarak for his
support. Finally, let me thank Secretary Chris-
topher, who worked on this all weekend long,
and our United States team. And especially let

me thank our Special Middle East Coordinator,
Dennis Ross, who has worked so hard and so
long to help conclude this agreement.

Today’s agreement is not an end in itself.
Bringing its words to life will require active and
continuous cooperation between Israeli and Pal-
estinian officials. It will demand every effort to
stop those who would choose confrontation over
cooperation. In short, this is not a time to relax.
It is a time to reinforce our commitment to
peace.

That’s why it is so important that the Israelis
and the Palestinians have agreed to continue
to work on the remaining issues contained in
their agreements. As they do, the United States
will do all it can to help. We will do everything
we can to build a just and durable peace, a
peace that will mean a better life for Israelis,
for Palestinians, for all the people of the Middle
East.

And now I’d like to ask Mr. Berger to come
up here and give you the details from our per-
spective of what’s happened over the last couple
weeks.

Q. Sir, if it took so long for this agreement
to be worked out, sir, on a relatively minor
point of redeploying troops in Hebron, what
does—is it a bad omen for the other unresolved
issues that they now face?
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The President. No. I think it’s a good omen,
because—keep in mind this agreement was not
just about the Hebron redeployment. It was
about a timetable for further redeployment. It
was about other arrangements that would shape
their future working relationship. So this is—
there’s much more in this agreement now. And
Mr. Berger can answer more questions about
it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:27 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority; King Hussein I of Jor-
dan; and President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt.

Remarks on Mexico’s Repayment of Loans From the United States and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 15, 1997

The President. Good morning, and welcome.
Ambassador Silva Herzog, Chairman Greenspan,
Secretary Rubin, Deputy Secretary Summers
and other members of the administration, Mr.
McLarty, Mr. Berger, Congressman Richardson,
Congressman Matsui, Congressman Frank, la-
dies and gentlemen. Just a few moments ago,
President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico called me
to tell me that Mexico had issued instructions
to repay the remaining $3.5 billion of the $131⁄2
billion the United States loaned to Mexico 2
years ago in the wake of the peso’s collapse.

In 1995, when my administration put together
this emergency support package, Mexico was in
crisis. Today the United States is being repaid
more than 3 years ahead of schedule. We have
earned more than half a billion dollars on our
loan. Our exports to Mexico are at an all-time
high, and the Mexican economy is back on track.

Two years ago, helping our friend and neigh-
bor in a time of need was quite controversial.
Some said that we should not get involved, that
the money would never be repaid, that Mexico
should fend for itself. They were wrong. Today
the American people can be proud that we did
the right thing by Mexico and the right thing
for the United States and the right thing to
protect global prosperity.

The financial crisis in Mexico was also Ameri-
ca’s problem. We had to act to prevent the
crisis from destabilizing our third largest trading
partner, spreading to other emerging markets
from Latin America to Asia, and threatening
the sales of goods and services that generate
jobs for American workers. By taking action,
we protected a strong and growing market for

American products that supports 700,000 jobs
here. We helped Mexico to sustain its program
of democratic reform and economic growth. And
we helped to give the Mexican people renewed
hope for a more secure future.

I want to thank Secretary Rubin and his team
at Treasury, Deputy Secretary Summers and
Under Secretary Shafer, for the remarkable job
they have done. I want to thank Chairman
Greenspan for his support of this course of ac-
tion and for the close cooperation that he of-
fered the Treasury Department in working
through this. Together they put together an
emergency $20 billion loan support package that
allowed Mexico to work itself out of the crisis
while working itself back to financial and eco-
nomic health. We also led an international effort
to make available up to $50 billion in emergency
support from international financial institutions.

For its part, Mexico put in place a tough
adjustment program to get its economic house
in order. Today, in thanking President Zedillo
for the good news we have received, I also want
to applaud him and his team for the skill and
courage they have demonstrated in sticking to
their program of reform and reviving Mexico’s
economy. The Mexican economy grew by over
4 percent in 1996. The exchange rate has sta-
bilized. Inflation has been cut nearly in half.
Close to one million new jobs have been re-
stored to Mexico since the crisis bottomed out.
And Mexico has regained the confidence of
international investors. This is a remarkable
turnaround. Following its 1982 financial crisis,
it took 7 years—7 years—for Mexico to return
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