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knowledge that are at our beginning core. We
are giving all of our people, especially our chil-
dren, what they will need to realize their dreams
and our ever-unfolding destiny as a nation.

As these exhibits show, we are, and have ever
been, a nation of creators and innovators. We
are all Jefferson’s heirs, and we are doomed
sometimes to succeed and sometimes to fail.
I was amused at the picture of the massive
double circular kite that Alexander Graham Bell
thought might compete with the Wright broth-
ers. He would do very well on the Frisbee cir-
cuit today, I think, but it wasn’t much of an
airplane. But if he hadn’t had the courage to
try that, well, we might not have had the tele-
phone. We must always maintain that spirit, and
we must remember the words of Jefferson.

President Lincoln invoked the Jeffersonian
ideal to heal a wounded nation as he stood
at Gettysburg. President Roosevelt looked to-
ward the world that would follow World War
II, and he too called upon Jefferson for inspira-
tion and courage. The words that he wrote then
are as relevant today as they were in 1945, and
I would like to close with them.

‘‘We must do all in our power to conquer
the doubts and the fear, the ignorance and the
greed, for today science has brought all the dif-
ferent quarters of the globe so close together
that it is impossible to isolate them one from
another. Today we are faced with the pre-
eminent fact that if civilization is to survive,
we must cultivate the science of human relation-
ships, the ability of all peoples of all kinds to
live together and work together in the same
world at peace. And to you and to all Americans
who dedicate themselves with us to the making
of an abiding peace, I say the only limit to
our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts
of today. Let us move forward with strong and
active faith.’’

That was the speech Franklin Roosevelt was
working on in this month, 52 years ago, when
he died in Warm Springs. Though unspoken,
his words, like those of Jefferson, come down
to us today with a freshness, a vitality, and a
fundamental truth that must forever guide us
as a nation.

On Friday, we will gather to dedicate the
memorial to President Roosevelt, the very first
Presidential memorial since President Roosevelt
dedicated the one to Thomas Jefferson in 1943.
Together we will renew our commitment to
fight tyranny with liberty, ignorance with knowl-
edge, fear with hope and confidence.

Thomas Jefferson and Franklin Roosevelt, I
believe, would be quite proud of America
today—still eager to right its wrongs and seize
its new opportunities. And I might say, I think
they’d be a little impatient with those among
us who, finding America at the pinnacle of its
power, influence, and success, and therefore at
the pinnacle of the responsibility outlined by
President Roosevelt so long ago, would seek to
walk away from what are our plain obligations
to engage the rest of the world. For in the
course of human events, it has fallen to us,
for our own benefit and because it is right,
to extend to a waiting world the ideals to which
Thomas Jefferson and his friends pledged their
lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to John Kluge, chairman,
James Madison Council; Paul Allaire, chairman
and chief executive officer, Xerox Corp.; MGySgt.
Michael Ryan, USMC, United States Marine
Band; and James H. Billington, Librarian of Con-
gress.

Interview With the San Antonio Express News, the Los Angeles Times,
and the Dallas Morning News
May 1, 1997

The President. Hello?
Elizabeth Shogren. Mr. President, good morn-

ing. This is Elizabeth Shogren with the L.A.
Times.

The President. Hi, Elizabeth.
Ms. Shogren. How’s it going?
The President. Fine, thank you.
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Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts

Ms. Shogren. I spoke with Senator Feinstein
a couple minutes ago, and she mentioned to
me some particular evidence of progress on drug
issues that she’d like to see from your trip—
in particular, indications from the Mexicans that
they’re going ahead with money-laundering law
and will give DEA agents permission to carry
sidearms. I wondered if you are going to press
for measurable indications from Mexico of
progress on the drug issues or if you have some
other strategy?

The President. Well, first of all, as you know
because it’s reported in the press today, the
Mexicans have announced significant reorganiza-
tion of their antidrug effort, which I think is
very encouraging. And they have cooperated
with us in a number of ways. As you know,
we do have DEA agents assigned to our Em-
bassy in Mexico City in a liaison capacity. We
are committed, both of us, to increasing our
law enforcement, counter-drug cooperation, and
we’re committed to the safety of our law en-
forcement personnel, and we’re working with
the Government of Mexico to make sure we
can assure their security. So I feel that we will
be able to resolve that.

But our participation in task forces, in terms
of being detailed to Mexico, will have to require
some resolution of this safety issue, but we’re
working on it. They have done—in almost every
other area, they have continued to cooperate
with us and have produced a lot of results, and
money laundering is the next thing we’re work-
ing on.

But I believe you’d have to say that Zedillo’s
government has worked with us. Now, we know
what the problem is in a lot of these countries
that are dealing with poor people, often living
in reasonably remote areas and with unlimited
amounts of money to try to corrupt local offi-
cials. But I believe that Zedillo and his team
are committed to trying to work with us, not
because they want to work with us any more
than they want to clean up Mexico and have
Mexico be a good place for the people who
live there.

We both have a huge stake in this anti-drug
effort. Obviously, for us, we’re trying to keep
drugs from being imported into the United
States; for them, they’re trying to keep the
narcotraffickers from undermining the integrity

of their democracy and the long-term success
and stability of their society.

So I’m—that’s why I’ve strongly supported
continuing their certification status. I think they
want to work with us, and we’re going to keep
doing it.

Kathy Lewis. Mr. President, this is Kathy
Lewis [Dallas Morning News].

The President. Hi, Kathy.
Ms. Lewis. Hi. There was a report this week-

end that the U.S. has quietly been debating
proposals to impose economic penalties against
Mexican drug traffickers. How seriously are you
considering freezing U.S. assets and blocking
traffickers’ access to their bank accounts? And
have you made a decision?

The President. Well, we work on that all the
time. And if we can identify people whose as-
sets—who are narcotraffickers and whose assets
we can legally freeze, we would do that without
hesitation. We have—I’m very encouraged that
we have increased our capacity to identify, for
example, Colombian companies that are essen-
tially fronts for drug money and are able to
freeze their assets and limit their activities in
the United States. So we would do that for
companies from anywhere, and we’re working
on it all that time.

Mexico-U.S. Trade
Gary Martin. Mr. President, this is Gary Mar-

tin with the San Antonio Express News.
The President. Hi, Gary.
Mr. Martin. Hi. Your administration has been

criticized in Texas, by Texas officials, for ban-
ning organized labor and delaying the imple-
mentation of NAFTA accords that would allow
Mexican and U.S. truckers to haul cargo into
border States. What’s being done to resolve that
issue? And will we see an announcement lifting
the ban made in Mexico City?

The President. Well, we’re working hard on
that. But let me just say, we think there are
some legitimate questions which we raised. And
we believe that we’re committed and duty
bound to allow Mexican motor carriers and driv-
ers to operate in the United States if they are
safe. And we’re trying to identify steps that we
can agree upon between the United States and
Mexico to jointly take to benefit the motor car-
riers and the customers and enhance public
safety and security at the same time.

Our trade—U.S.-Mexico trade came to $130
billion in 1996. If you have a relationship this



520

May 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

broad, there is going to be some areas of dis-
agreement, just like we have continuing areas
of disagreement with our neighbor to the north,
Canada. But that represents a very small portion
of our bilateral commerce. And we have to try
to resolve it.

We’ve had a couple of other disagreements.
We’re trying to work through these things. But
they’re going to—we knew from the beginning
that there would be some areas of disagreement,
that no comprehensive agreement like this is
perfect. But I think it’s clearly been best for
both Mexico and the United States.

Antidrug Efforts
Ms. Shogren. Mr. President, this is Elizabeth

Shogren again. Given that the certification proc-
ess, as it stands now, has given you and the
Congress and the Mexican people so much trou-
ble each time it comes up—it’s a huge hassle—
do you have any plans to change that process?
And will you speak about these plans with Presi-
dent Zedillo or others in Mexico?

The President. Well, I don’t expect that we
will discuss that since that decision is behind
us now, assuming we continue our cooperation
here. But I believe that the question of whether
this whole certification system is the best way
of dealing with the fight against drugs and se-
curing cooperation is a legitimate question.
There’s a lot of debate about it in the Congress
now. Congressman Lee Hamilton made a public
statement about it just a couple of days ago.
I know that the Speaker and others have voiced
their questions about it. And what I have tried
to do here is to set in motion a little bipartisan
discussion in the Congress about it, try to evalu-
ate whether we should keep the system we have
and, if we change it, what we put in its place,
what they believe the best alternatives are.

It’s the sort of thing that it’s easy to demagog
if you seek to change it, but if it’s not working,
we at least ought to—or if there’s serious reason
to doubt whether it’s the most effective way
to fight drugs, then we ought to have an honest
evaluation of it. I know General McCaffrey has
some questions about it. So what I’ve asked
our people to do is to try to get knowledgeable
people in the Congress together on both sides
and really take a hard look at this and make
a recommendation to us and see if we can’t
make a bipartisan decision here and move for-
ward with that.

You don’t want to do something which ap-
pears on the surface to be tough but actually
undermines the ultimate objective. The ultimate
objective is to reduce the volume of drugs com-
ing into the United States.

Ms. Shogren. Right.
The President. So, yes, we’re looking at it.

Mexico-U.S. Relations
Ms. Lewis. Mr. President, U.S.-Mexico rela-

tions are always delicate, but you’re traveling
there at a particularly sensitive time because
of drugs and immigration and the concern about
it on both sides. Will you be able to address
that with both the people of Mexico and those
in the United States having their concerns
eased? And also, do you feel the trust has been
recovered that was lost since the decertification
debate and the arrest of Mexico’s drug czar?

The President. Well, first of all, I think we
ought to see this in the larger context. I mean,
if you compare our relationship with Mexico
today, for example, with several years ago,
there’s no question that we’re stronger today,
that when NAFTA was passed it brought us
closer together commercially, that we were
growing closer together anyway, that the fact
that we came to Mexico’s aid when the economy
was teetering and threatening to destabilize the
economies of many other Latin American coun-
tries, and that, in turn, they paid their loan
back to us ahead of schedule and with $500
million profit in interest. I think those things
ought to be seen as enormous positives,
bespeaking a new partnership. They were also—
Mexico is a very active part of the Summit of
the Americas, and we know that a lot of our
common future is tied up with Mexico.

Secondly, with regard to immigration, keep
in mind that the United States is now the fifth
largest Hispanic nation in the world, with 22
million legal residents. And obviously, they’re
from many, many different countries, but the
largest source is Mexico.

So I think that we have a positive trend here
toward economic reform in Mexico, toward po-
litical reform with a third of Mexico’s people
living, at the State and local level, under opposi-
tion party leaders to the governing party, freely
elected in free elections. And now I think
there’s a serious effort being made to deal with
the drug issues.

So the framework, I think, is quite positive,
especially if you look to the years ahead. Now,
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what we have to do is just to continue to work
on our economic relationship, continue to work
on the narcotrafficking. And what I think for
our part in the United States we have to do
is to make—on the immigration issue, I think
it is absolutely imperative that the provisions
that were tacked onto the welfare bill—they’re
not part of the welfare reform bill, they were
tacked onto the welfare reform bill—hostile to
legal immigrants already living in this country
be changed.

And I think it’s important for us to be sen-
sitive in the way that we implement the new
law dealing with illegal immigration. But after
all, what that law requires us to do, it seems
to me, is eminently sensible. It gives us the
tools to strengthen border control, to toughen
worksite enforcement, and to increase the re-
moval of criminal aliens and others who are
deportable and come in contact with the Gov-
ernment in some way.

I think that this is not an anti-immigrant
country. We let in 960,000 immigrants legally
last year. But we do have to do our very best
to see that any immigrant who comes into this
country, comes in legally. And if there are no
consequences to coming in illegally, it will be
impossible to do that.

So we have to do this in a humane and decent
way. We have to continue to show that we’re
a nation of laws. We have to respect human
rights and not have any kind of discriminatory
treatment or massive deportations. But this new
law will give us tools we need to try to increase
the integrity of our immigration system so that
we can continue to maintain support for legal
immigration but be more effective in deterring
illegal immigration.

Murderer of DEA Agent
Mr. Martin. Mr. President, what do you plan

to say to President Zedillo about the Mexican
judicial system’s decision to vacate a killer’s con-
viction for the slaying of DEA agent Enrique
Camarena, which many Americans believe
smacks of official corruption itself?

The President. Well, it’s my understanding
that he’s seeking to use a procedure that’s simi-
lar to our habeas corpus procedure to appeal
the conviction. And furthermore, it’s my under-
standing that even if he were to win his appeal,
he’ll still be subject to 35 more years in jail
in Mexico.

In any case, we have a standing immediate-
arrest request in Mexico for the purpose of ex-
traditing him to the United States as soon as
he’s released from confinement in Mexico for
whatever reasons. So, if he’s going to serve 35
more years in jail, that’s one thing. If for some
reason we’re wrong about our understanding of
the facts and a court would release him, we
would expect his immediate extradition to the
United States so that he could be prosecuted
here.

Deputy Press Secretary Mary Ellen Glynn.
OK, thanks everyone.

Mr. Martin. Thank you.
Ms. Shogren. Thank you, Mr. President.
Ms. Lewis. Thank you.
The President. Goodbye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. by tele-
phone from the Oval Office at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to President Ernesto
Zedillo of Mexico and Rafael Caro Quintero, who
was convicted of the murder of DEA agent
Enrique Camarena.

Interview With Jacobo Goldstein of CNN Radio Noticias
May 1, 1997

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts

Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, let’s start with
Mexico. You’re going down there on Monday.
The news today is that Mexico just dismantled
its antidrug agency and has put a new agency
in place with new trainees. Will this stop the
corruption that has been so rampant?

The President. Well, I think there’s a good
chance that it will improve things. Keep in mind
the Mexicans have a big challenge. This is not
just something they—this cooperation we’re un-
dertaking in the antidrug area from Mexico’s
point of view is not primarily for the United
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