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So everybody will say, ‘‘I wish something were
in it that isn’t.’’ I wish that there were things
that are in it that weren’t. But I think we’ve
got a good shot at getting the majority of both
parties in both Houses, which has been my goal
from the day one. And if it happens, America
will be much better off.

Keep in mind, the bottom line is, if we show
discipline here and keep interest rates down by
balancing the budget, the American people in
the private sector will grow the economy for
us. That solves a lot of problems. If we show
discipline in continuing to invest in our future,

then we will grow the economy in a way that
will give us high-wage jobs, higher incomes, and
greater equality, which will solve our problems
for us. And meanwhile, we’ll have a little hon-
est—an honorable compromise; that’s part of the
way the process works.

Thank you. There will be a briefing on more
specifics down at the White House shortly.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. while
attending a Democratic senatorial retreat at the
Harbour Court Hotel.

Exchange With Reporters on the Budget Agreement
May 2, 1997

Q. Mr. President, have you got all the Demo-
crats on board now?

The President. A lot of them. I feel good
about it.

Q. Do you need to do a selling job to the
American people? Do you think you need to
sell this at all?

The President. Oh, sure. We need to talk
about it. We will. It’s a good agreement, a good
thing for America.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. We’re having them over here

for a while.

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, on the Presi-
dent’s return from Baltimore, MD. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Statement on the Department of Justice Appeal of the District Court
Decision on Tobacco Regulation
May 2, 1997

Today the Department of Justice filed a no-
tice in the Greensboro U.S. District Court ap-
pealing the part of Judge Osteen’s order that
invalidated the Food and Drug Administration’s
tobacco advertising restrictions. The Department
is asking for an expedited appeal, because every
day of delay matters to our children’s health.
Each day, 3,000 children and young people be-
come regular smokers, and 1,000 of them will

have their lives cut short as a result of their
smoking. And this problem of youth tobacco
use is getting worse. The percentage of 8th and
10th graders who smoke has risen for 4 consecu-
tive years. The FDA’s commonsense access and
advertising restrictions would reverse this trend.
We will continue to work to protect our children
from tobacco, and we will not stop until we
succeed.
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