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Jan. 21 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

the public is watching, while the momentum
is building, act now; don’t delay. You’ve got a
good bill. You’ve got a good forum. Resolve
the differences and go forward.

I also ask that we not wait. Today, let us
resume our call to our friends in the Republican
Party. Together, let’s stop accepting soft money,
even before the reform becomes law. If you
will do it, we will do it. We have offered our
hand, time and again. Why not just say yes?

Today, as a first step, the Democratic Party
has announced several changes unilaterally in
the way we raise money. I thank the DNC for
agreeing with the position that we took in the
campaign not to accept contributions from non-
citizens and foreign-owned businesses and for
taking other steps to limit contributions that may
otherwise raise questions about the integrity of
the process. These are sound and necessary first
steps in the reforms we need. We should go
forward from there and take the next step.

Now, let me say again, let’s be realistic about
this. There have been problems with this all
along the way. But there’s a great deal of inter-
est in this in the press, and in the spirit of
reconciliation let me say that we need to be
candid about this. On the other side, our friends
may not think that they have any interest in
campaign finance reform. Why should they?
They raise more money. They raise more foreign
money. They raise more money in big contribu-
tions, and we take all the heat. It’s a free ride.

Secondly, let’s be candid. Once you’re in of-
fice, whether you’re a Democrat or a Repub-
lican, if you’ve done a good job and you’ve got
friends out there and they can relate to you,

you at least know that maybe even if it’s bad
for your party or bad for your country, maybe
you can protect yourself if some wave of hysteria
comes along that threatens to wash you away,
and at least if you can raise the money, you
can have your own case heard. I say that to
make this point: We hear a lot in America about
the cynicism that exists between the public and
the politicians or how cynical the press are about
politicians. The problem with cynicism is that
it always eventually becomes a two-way street.
You cannot end cynicism unless all parties in-
volved are willing to give each other the benefit
of the doubt.

And so I ask now for an honest, open effort
to pass this bill. And I ask for an honest, open
understanding that the Supreme Court decision
allowing all of these third-party expenditures will
complicate our task. But we can make it better
if we will suspend our cynicism and instead put
our energies into getting something done for
America. Will you help us do that? Will all
of you help us do that? Stand up if you believe
in it. Stand up if you’ll fight for it. We can
do this, and I want you to help.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:14 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Terence McAuliffe and Ann Dibble Jor-
dan, cochairs, and Craig Smith and Debbie
Willhite, co-executive directors, Presidential Inau-
gural Committee. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the Emergency With Respect
to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace Process
January 21, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with

this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to
grave acts of violence committed by foreign ter-
rorists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess, is to continue in effect beyond January 23,
1997. The first notice continuing this emergency
was published in the Federal Register last year
on January 22, 1996.
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The crisis with respect to the grave acts of
violence committed by foreign terrorists that
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess that led to the declaration of a national
emergency, on January 23, 1995, has not been
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage
in activities with the purpose or effect of threat-
ening the Middle East peace process, and which
are hostile to U.S. interests in the region. Such
actions threaten vital interests of the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-

mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to deny any fi-
nancial support from the United States for for-
eign terrorists that threaten to disrupt the Mid-
dle East peace process.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 21, 1997.

NOTE: The notice of January 21 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Exchange With Reporters
January 22, 1997

16th Street Explosion

Q. [Inaudible]—the explosion near the abor-
tion clinic this morning—any thoughts on that?

The President. Let me say that we do not
yet have all the facts involving the incidents
this morning. But Federal officials are working
with the local law enforcement officials to get
to the bottom of this. I want to emphasize again,
as I had to do just a few days ago, that acts
of violence against people who are trying to
exercise their constitutional rights are acts of
terror. They are illegal. They are wrong. And
we will do our very best to investigate them,
to catch who is doing it, and to make sure
they’re punished. But as to the incidents this

morning, we are still investigating them. The
facts are unfolding. Whatever happened, there
is never an excuse for an act of violence against
someone exercising a constitutional right.

Q. [Inaudible]—at the Mayflower, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. We’re on top of the situation,
I believe. We’re doing our very best. And obvi-
ously I’m concerned about the safety of anybody
involved that might be subject to that sort of
thing. But the investigators are there, and we’re
working hard on it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:14 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to the
President’s departure for Chicago, IL.

Remarks at Stanley Field Middle School in Northbrook, Illinois
January 22, 1997

The President. I was just thinking, if I had
had a class like this when I was their age, I
might have gotten into a different line of work.
[Laughter] This is fascinating. Thank you very
much, guys. I’m glad you learned about New-
ton’s laws doing this, and I’m glad you learned
how to do this.

I just thought of something—you should know
too, one of you made the point about conserva-
tion of materials. Interestingly enough, in many
manufacturing enterprises today, that’s one of

the major sources of adding productivity and
profitability to the enterprise. Being environ-
mentally responsible is just learning how to con-
tinue to get more and more and more output
out of fewer and fewer raw materials. And that
applies not only to stable materials like that but
also to energy input. So a big part of what
technology and learning is doing to all kinds
of production is allowing people to produce
more output of products and services with fewer
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