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environment and sustainable development the
policy of every nation on Earth.

We are seeking to build a world where people
live in the 21st century in harmony, not at war
with each other; when they recognize that they
have more in common than what divides them;
when they no longer seek to elevate themselves
by demeaning other people. That kind of world
will only occur if we are also generous, wise,
and good to our natural environment, and where
we do not expect today’s growth to threaten
tomorrow’s survival. That is my commitment.
That is Costa Rica’s commitment. Let us make
sure we realize it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

Before the paper is too wet, we have to ask
Secretary Peña, Secretary Babbitt, and Minister
Castro to come sign our agreements on electric
transport and parks on behalf of our two nations.
And we hope that the pens still work. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Dr. Gabriel Macaya, rec-
tor, University of Costa Rica; Mike Findley, super-
intendent, Yellowstone National Park; student
Joaquin Viquez, who introduced the President;
Dr. Franklin Cheng Diaz, director, Laboratorio
de Propulsion Avanzada Especial de la NASA; and
Costa Rican Minister of Natural Resources, En-
ergy, and Mines Rene Castro.

Remarks at a Reception for Caribbean Leaders in Bridgetown, Barbados
May 9, 1997

Governor General, Madam, Prime Minister
and Mrs. Arthur, leaders of the Caribbean, dis-
tinguished guests. First I’d like to thank our
hosts for their hospitality and the weather.
[Laughter] And I’d like to thank all of you for
agreeing to join in this meeting here in beautiful
Barbados.

I’m deeply honored to be the first American
President to hold a summit with Caribbean
heads of government here in the Caribbean. But
it is high time; America, after all, is a Caribbean
nation. Puerto Rico and the American Virgin
Islands lie in the heart of this region. The bonds
of commerce among us and the bonds binding
our people are strong.

Today, millions of my fellow Americans trace
proud roots to the Caribbean. These people
have enriched and strengthened the United
States. We can all be proud that our leadership
as a Caribbean community, supported by nations
around the world, along with the determination
of the Haitian people, have given Haiti another
chance to build a democratic future. And we
are delighted to have President Preval with us
here tonight.

The last time we met as a group was in the
White House 31⁄2 years ago on the eve of Oper-
ation Uphold Democracy in Haiti. This hopeful
moment gives us another chance to meet to-
gether and work together. It demands that we
work together because there are great forces

of change sweeping our world and our region.
We must harness them to our benefit. We must
meet the host of new challenges before us. And
frankly, none of us can make the most of the
opportunities or deal with the dangers alone.

That’s what our meeting tomorrow is all
about. We need to ensure that the galloping
global economy does not trample small econo-
mies or leave them behind. We must ensure
that economic growth and environmental protec-
tion go forward hand in hand. We must band
together to defeat the criminal syndicates and
drug traffickers that prey on open societies and
put our children and our very social fabric at
risk.

No nation is so strong that it needs no help
from its friends, and none is too small to make
a real difference. Together we must build a new
partnership for prosperity and security in the
Caribbean, based on our common values, aimed
at our common dreams. I look forward to the
work we will do tomorrow and even more to
the days of closer and more productive partner-
ship ahead.

Thank you. And thank you for welcoming Hil-
lary and me tonight. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. at the
Government House. In his remarks, he referred
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to Barbados Governor General Sir Clifford Hus-
bands and his wife, Lady Ruby Husbands; Prime

Minister Owen Arthur of Barbados and his wife,
Beverley; and President Rene Preval of Haiti.

The President’s Radio Address
May 10, 1997

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
about the responsibility we share to protect our
children from the scourge of violent crime and
especially from crime committed by other young
people. We’ve all worked hard over the last 41⁄2
years to prepare America for the 21st century,
with opportunity for all, responsibility from all
our citizens, and a community that includes all
Americans. Because of these efforts, America’s
children face a brighter future. Economic
growth is the highest it’s been in a decade.
Unemployment is at its lowest level in 24 years,
with over 12 million new jobs. Last Friday we
reached an historic agreement to finish the job
of balancing the budget, to keep our economy
thriving, with the biggest investment in edu-
cation in 30 years, tax cuts to help pay for a
college education for all Americans, and health
care coverage for 5 million children who have
no insurance now.

But with all these advances, our children can-
not live out their dreams if they are living in
fear of gangs and guns. That’s why I have
worked so hard to reverse the tide of crime.
We passed a tough crime bill that’s putting
100,000 new community police on our street.
We passed the Brady bill, which has stopped
over 186,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers from
buying handguns. We banned deadly assault
weapons. We initiated the biggest antidrug effort
ever to make our children’s schools and streets
safe, drug-free, and gun-free.

This strategy is working. Serious crime has
dropped 5 years in a row. But sadly, crime
among young people has been on the rise. Ac-
cording to a report by the Justice Department’s
juvenile division, unless we act now, the number
of juveniles arrested for violent crimes will more
than double by the year 2010. That means we
must launch a full-scale assault on juvenile crime
based on what we know works.

This February I sent legislation to Congress
that would declare war on gangs, with new pros-
ecutors and tougher penalties. It would also ex-

tend the Brady bill so that someone who com-
mits a violent crime as a juvenile is barred from
buying a gun as an adult. It would require that
child safety locks be sold with guns to keep
children from hurting themselves or each other.
It would help keep schools open after hours,
on weekends, and in the summer to keep chil-
dren off the streets and out of trouble.

This is a tough and balanced approach based
on what is actually working at the local level.
In Boston, where many of these efforts are al-
ready in place, youth murders have dropped 80
percent in 5 years, and not one child has been
killed with a gun in over a year and a half.

Unfortunately, this Thursday the House of
Representatives passed the juvenile justice bill
that falls far short of that promise. The House
bill is weak on guns, and it walks away from
the crime prevention initiatives that can save
a teenager from a life of crime. And as drafted,
it would actually only reach a few States with
the good it does do.

The House bill does not ensure the new
antigang prosecutors we desperately need to
pursue and punish violent juveniles. It does not
support efforts such as Boston’s Operation Night
Life, where police and probation officers make
nightly visits to the homes of young probationers
to make sure they live up to the strict rules
of their probation. The bill does not fund
anticrime initiatives to keep our schools open
later and on weekends so young people can
stay under the watchful eye of parents, edu-
cators, and community leaders instead of on
street corners where the most common influ-
ences are bad ones. We know juvenile crime
peaks right after the schoolday ends. We’ve got
to engage our children during those hours, to
steer them away from gangs.

You know, just a couple of weeks ago, I spon-
sored the Service Summit in Philadelphia, along
with all our former Presidents and General
Colin Powell. The summit was dedicated to giv-
ing every young American a chance to make
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