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to the report of the U.N. Special Rapporteur
appointed by the U.N. Human Rights Commis-
sion and the report of the U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral on the results of his good offices mandate.
Thus, I urge the regime in Rangoon to cooper-
ate fully with those two important U.N. initia-
tives on Burma.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive order
that I have issued. The order is effective at
12:01 a.m., eastern daylight time, May 21, 1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 20, 1997.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the United States Conference of Mayors
May 21, 1997

Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. Mayor
Helmke and other officers of the Conference
of Mayors, General McCaffrey, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, to members of the Cabinet and the admin-
istration, all of you who are here. First, let me
thank you for participating in what, as Mayor
Daley said, is a fairly unprecedented, long-term,
consistent effort at cooperation with all these
Federal agencies to try to work through a united
approach to this issue.

It occurred to me as I was coming here that
one of the things I ought to say is that all
the objectives that all of us have for our country
depend in part on our being able to give our
children a drug-free future. I came here saying
that I wanted to be President because we need-
ed to change America for the 21st century, to
make sure opportunity would be available for
all people—it’s by definition not there for peo-
ple who are too paralyzed to take advantage
of it—to make sure that all citizens would be
responsible contributors to a community becom-
ing more united. Drugs divide America in all
kinds of ways that you’re very familiar with and,
by definition, represent irresponsibility.

And I wanted our country to be a leader
in the world for peace and freedom and pros-
perity. And it’s hard for America to lead when
we’re fighting all the time over the drug issues.
And we certainly do. I just got back from a
trip to Mexico, Central America, and the Carib-
bean, and each stop along the way, it was a
big point of our discussions.

So it’s important that you’re here. A lot of
you were just at the Presidents’ Summit of Serv-
ice in Philadelphia. We said we were going to

try to create communities in which every child
in this country by the year 2000 would have
a safe place; a decent, healthy start in life; access
to a good education and marketable skills; a
mentor trying to help him or her; and have
a chance to serve themselves—our children. We
can’t do any of that unless these kids have a
drug-free future. So this is very, very important.

Before I get into the substance of my re-
marks, I’d also like to say a special word of
thanks to someone who has worked with you
on our behalf for over 4 years now. This is
Marcia Hale’s last day on the job, and I think
we ought to say to her she has done a magnifi-
cent job representing the mayors. [Applause]
Thank you. She leaves for London tomorrow.
She’s going to work for a great American com-
pany, and as nearly as I can tell, she will soon
be in a position to support me in my old age.
[Laughter] And so we wish her well.

Let me say that, also, I want to thank all
of you for the work you’ve done with the Attor-
ney General and with our other law enforce-
ment officials in trying to drive down the crime
rate. We can be very pleased with what has
happened when we’ve had more police, more
punishment, more prevention in our commu-
nities with a community-based strategy. One of
the chiefs of police I met today said that the
COPS program had been the best thing the
Federal Government had done in his 37 years
in law enforcement, and I appreciate that.

You all know that the crime rate has dropped
for 5 years in a row, and we learned last week
at the annual observance at the Law Enforce-
ment Memorial that we had the fewest number
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of police officers killed last year in the line
of duty in 35 years. And all those are good
signs.

We’ve also had some success in the fight
against illegal drugs. Monthly drug use today
is about half of what it was 10 years ago. But
what we have to face is—and I was glad General
McCaffrey said what he did—is that we have
had this anomalous situation in America for the
last several years where crime is going down
but crime among juveniles is going up; drug
use among young adults, which used to be—
that used to be the biggest problem category—
18 to 35, going down, drug use among juveniles
going up. And that is the thing, I think, that
is plaguing all of us.

This report you have given, I think, is very,
very instructive about what we can do, and I
want to talk a little more about what we can
do together. But I think it’s also important to
point out that this problem is the problem of
every American citizen. It goes beyond the re-
sponsibilities of even the President and the At-
torney General and the drug czar and the DEA
and the mayors and even the people who are
involved in prevention and treatment. Our soci-
ety cannot say on the one hand we want to
have a tough and tolerant attitude toward drugs
and on the other hand send a very different
message every time there might be a little
money to be made out of it.

And I want to say specifically, there have not
been consistent and unwavering messages. You
know, a lot of you have experienced in your
communities the increasing allure of heroin
among young people. We’ve seen a lot of com-
munities where cocaine use goes down, heroin
use comes up. For most people in our genera-
tion—a lot of you are younger than I am, but
most of you are about my age—we all grew
up thinking heroin was the worst thing in the
world, and there were these horrible images as-
sociated with it, strung-out junkies lying on
street corners in decidedly unglamorous ways.
But we now see in college campuses, in neigh-
borhoods, heroin becoming increasingly the drug
of choice. And we know that part of this has
to do with the images that are finding their
way to our young people.

In the press in recent days, we’ve seen reports
that many of our fashion leaders are now admit-
ting—and I honor them for doing this—they’re
admitting flat out that images projected in fash-
ion photos in the last few years have made her-

oin addition seem glamorous and sexy and cool.
And if some of the people in those images start
to die now, it’s become obvious that that is
not true. You do not need to glamorize addiction
to sell clothes. And American fashion has been
an enormous source of creativity and beauty and
art and, frankly, economic prosperity for the
United States, and we should all value and re-
spect that. But the glorification of heroin is not
creative; it’s destructive. It’s not beautiful; it is
ugly. And this is not about art; it’s about life
and death. And glorifying death is not good for
any society. And I hope that we have all come
to recognize that now, because none of us are
going to succeed unless all of us work together
on this problem.

Let me say that I also recognize that we have
more to do here. The balanced budget agree-
ment that we have reached with the Congress,
and which received overwhelming support from
Members of both parties in the House of Rep-
resentatives last night—I am very, very proud
of it—will allow us to continue to increase our
efforts to work with you to do our part of the
job. And I agree with what Mayor Daley said;
we have a lot of things to do here, including
improving the coordination between what we
do and what you do.

Among other things, General McCaffrey has
succeeded in making the case for a $175 million
advertising campaign which will be leveraged
with private sector resources to give our children
the hard facts about drugs. I think that is very
important. We have a lot of evidence that drug
use does go down or up depending upon the
absence or presence of certain messages and
a certain cultural environment about it.

There are also two other things I’d like to
mention because they were mentioned specifi-
cally, Mr. Mayor, in your plan. First, we have
some good news to report in our progress about
methamphetamines. Last year, we targeted this
increasingly popular drug as a special focus for
our efforts. Meth has a devastating effect on
those who use it. It is produced in clandestine
labs which carry an enormously high risk of fire
and explosion. The Congress supported our ef-
forts by enacting the Comprehensive Meth-
amphetamine Control Act, establishing new con-
trols over the chemicals used to make meth
and strengthening penalties for trafficking in
those chemicals.

Now a year later, we are releasing a one-
year progress report. First, seizures of dangerous
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drug labs used to manufacture meth are up 170
percent in one year alone. Second, the use of
methamphetamine is down in key western cities.
In 8 of the 10 cities where meth use had been
skyrocketing, it’s dropped between 7 and 52 per-
cent. So this shows you that if we work together,
we can actually turn the tide in problem after
problem after problem.

A second focus of our efforts—and again, one
that you mentioned in your report—involved a
vigorous crackdown on money launderers. We
know that without a steady stream of laundered
cash, the drug trade will wither. Today the
Treasury Department will take three steps to
further cut off the cash. We will require cur-
rency exchanges, check cashers, and other
money services to register with the Treasury De-
partment. We will require more businesses to
report suspicious activity under penalty of law
and will require the transfer of funds overseas
above $750 to be reported to Federal law en-
forcement. We know this will cut back on
money laundering. It will require some efforts
at compliance, but it is worth doing. We know
if we can get to the money, we can get to
the problems very often.

Finally, let me ask your help in trying to
get the Congress to pass the kind of juvenile
justice bill we all know that we need. Organized
gangs, armed to the teeth, prowl too many of
our streets and threaten too many of our com-
munities and are part of the drug problem. I
have proposed comprehensive legislation, mod-
eled on what is working in Boston and many
other cities present in this room and around
the country, that will protect our children better
from violence and give local communities the
capacity to have safe streets again.

The plan will add prosecutors and probation
officers, keep schools open longer to keep chil-
dren off the streets. And we know an awful
lot of the problems young people have occur
in the first few hours after they get out of school
and before they can be home with their parents.

It will also require child safety locks on guns.
Right now, we protect aspirin bottles better than
we protect guns. And it would extend the provi-
sions of the Brady bill to juveniles who commit
serious violent crimes; they wouldn’t be able
to buy a gun when they turn 21.

The legislation passed in the House of Rep-
resentatives contains tougher penalties and more
prosecutors, but only about a dozen States qual-
ify. It does not do anything on prevention. It
does not make all States available for extra pros-
ecutors and probation officers. And it does not
deal with the child safety locks or extending
the coverage of the Brady bill to juveniles who
commit serious crimes.

Now, I believe we ought to get a good juve-
nile crime bill here that can be actually used
in the way the crime bill of 1994 and the COPS
program are being used by you on the streets.
We want to give you something you can use.
This bill, like the other ones, was largely written
by local officials telling us what should be in
the bill. So I do not want this to be a political
issue; I do not want this to be a partisan issue.
I tried to do this in a very straightforward way,
based on what those of you who labor in this
vineyard every day told me was the right thing
to do.

So I hope that you will help us do that, con-
tinue to make progress on meth, continue to
make progress on money laundering. I assure
you we will review your plan and your rec-
ommendations very closely. And again, let me
say I also hope you will help us remind the
people in your communities that if we want
our kids to be drug-free, we’ve got to work
hard to send the right signals.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Paul Helmke of
Fort Wayne, IN, and Mayor Richard M. Daley
of Chicago, president, U.S. Conference of Mayors.
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Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Reception
May 21, 1997

Thank you very much. Senator Kerrey, thank
you so much for what you said. I certainly hope
someone taped that; I may need it later. [Laugh-
ter] Thank you, Senator Torricelli, for your tire-
less efforts, your great energy. I thank all the
other Senators who are here from our party.
I have seen Senators Harkin, Dodd, Mikulski,
Breaux, and Rockefeller. I’m sure I’ve missed
someone. Who else is here? Senator Graham,
Bryan. Bumpers is not here, is he? Dale Bump-
ers came to a fundraiser? My Senator is here.
Give him a hand. [Applause] That’s great.
[Laughter]

Anyway, I want to say a special word of ap-
preciation to Senator Daschle, who took on the
leadership of our party and the Senate at a
difficult time. And I think that every single
Member of the United States Senate would have
to say that he has performed with incredible
skill and discipline and leadership and humanity.
And we are very grateful to him.

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for being
here tonight. I’m here because I want to see
the Democrats who are running for reelection
win. I want to see Senator Biden have a chance
to chair the Judiciary Committee. I want Senator
Hollings—I know he’s here—to be reelected,
and Senator Boxer, Senator Murray, Senator
Carol Moseley-Braun.

I’m here because even though we have had
occasional well-publicized disagreements, the
last time I checked, the Democratic Congress
has supported me more frequently than the
Democrats supported my last three Democratic
predecessors. So I am very grateful for the part-
nership that we have had. It means a lot to
me, and I thank them for that.

And I’m here because I wanted to tell all
of you who contributed to us so that we could
all be here tonight, I am proud of you. You
are doing what it takes to make the American
political system work. And you ought to be
proud of yourselves, because if it hadn’t been
for you, a lot of us would not be here doing
the things which have been done to advance
the cause of the American people. And I hope
you will always be proud to be here among
your friends who agree with you and who are
trying to move this country forward. And thank

you, Dale Chihuly, for your support and your
artistic gifts to all of us. God bless you, sir.

Ladies and gentlemen, for almost 41⁄2 years
now we have worked hard to lead this country
into a new century with a different way of gov-
erning America. In 1992, our country was drift-
ing and divided, and I had a new idea, that
we could bring the American people together
and move us forward if we thought about what
it would take to essentially preserve the Amer-
ican dream for everyone in the 21st century.
Opportunity for all, responsibility from all, ev-
erybody is part of our community, and we’re
prepared to lead the world toward peace and
freedom and prosperity—a very simple program.

At the time, Democrats had had a hard time
commanding national trust because people said,
well, we couldn’t be trusted because we’d spend
every dollar we got our hands on; we couldn’t
be trusted with the deficit; we couldn’t be trust-
ed to manage the economy; we couldn’t be
trusted with defense; we couldn’t be trusted
with foreign policy; we couldn’t be trusted with
crime. You remember all that whole litany that
our friends on the other side used to say about
us.

Well, now we have 41⁄2 years of experience.
Yes, we’re going to pass a balanced budget plan;
but don’t you forget, 77 percent of the work
has been done, done entirely by Democrats who
voted in 1993 for the economic program that
represented the philosophy the voters ratified
in 1992. And we were right, and that’s why
we can balance the budget today and continue
to invest in our country and move us forward.

Senator Daschle talked about a record num-
ber of new jobs. We’ve also got the lowest em-
ployment rate in 24 years, the lowest inflation
in 30 years, the highest business investment in
35 years. And here’s something important to
Democrats, the biggest decline in inequality in
incomes of working families in over three dec-
ades. That’s what we came here to do; that’s
what we’re doing; and that’s what we’re going
to do more of if you help us keep these people
in the Senate and bring some friends along so
that we can have a majority and continue to
move this country forward.
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