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June 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on Signing the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997
June 19, 1997

I have signed into law S. 543, the ‘‘Volunteer
Protection Act of 1997,’’ which will provide vol-
unteers working for nonprofit and governmental
entities certain protections from civil liability.
Through citizen service, Americans recognize
that we are responsible for one another and
that we are members of a true community. All
levels of government should encourage citizens
to volunteer for service. This bill is a small part
of what the Federal Government is doing to
help our citizens serve as volunteers.

This legislation is a limited and targeted bill
that deals with the specific concerns of individ-
uals serving our communities without compensa-
tion. It preserves for the States, the traditional
source of tort law, not only the ability to opt
out of the bill’s provisions in most cases, but
also the right to require proper licensing and
evidence of financial responsibility. It is impor-
tant to note that none of the bill’s limitations
on liability will apply to misconduct that con-
stitutes a crime of violence, an act of inter-
national terrorism, or a hate crime, or to mis-
conduct that involves intoxication, drug use, a
sexual offense, or the violation of any State or
Federal civil rights laws. The bill does not apply
to actions on behalf of any organization that

engages in hate crimes. Also, S. 543 does not
interfere with State law regarding the liability
of volunteer organizations.

I remain concerned, however, that S. 543 con-
tains both an absolute prohibition on joint and
several liability of volunteers for noneconomic
damages and elements of one-way preemption
of State law. These are both modifications of
tort law that make it harder for innocent injured
parties to recover. I emphasize that my signing
this specialized and limited bill, which is de-
signed to promote individual citizen service, in
no way mitigates the concern about these issues
that I raised in my veto message on the product
liability bill presented to me last year (H.R. 956,
104th Congress).

On balance, however, S. 543 will encourage
volunteer citizen service without unduly affect-
ing the rights of citizens who benefit from such
service. I am pleased to have signed the bill.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 19, 1997.

NOTE: S. 543, approved June 18, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–19.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Boris Yeltsin
of Russia in Denver
June 20, 1997

President Yeltsin. Thank you for your hospi-
tality, for the wonderful hotel and accommoda-
tions.

Russian Support for U.N. Resolution on Iraq
Q. President Yeltsin, if we may, we under-

stand the United States and Britain are looking
for help on a resolution on Iraq with the United
Nations that’s being discussed. Is Russia at least
willing to promise not to veto the resolution?

President Yeltsin. I’m prepared to block my
answer to your question. [Laughter]

Russian Role in Group of Eight

Q. Mr. President, will the United States sup-
port expansion of the G–7 to a G–8 to include
Russia?

President Clinton. Well, Russia is fully in-
cluded. This is the first time we’ve ever had
a meeting where the Russians were here from
the beginning to the end. And we also have
another happy development today: When we
were in Helsinki I pledged to President Yeltsin
that I would do my best to see Russia be admit-
ted into the Paris Club within the year, and
Russia and the Paris Club have just completed
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