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Remarks to Summit of the Eight Volunteers in Denver
June 22, 1997

The President. Thank you.
Audience member. Teachers love you, Mr.

President!
The President. Well, I love the teachers, too,

so I thank you very, very much.
Let me say, first of all, my heart is full of

gratitude to all of you this afternoon, to my
longtime friends Governor and Mrs. Romer; to
Mayor and Mrs. Webb for the astonishing work
that they have done on this. I thank Lieutenant
Governor Gail Schoettler and the other mem-
bers of the host committee. I want to say a
special word of thanks to Donna Goode and
Mike Dino for the work they did. Thank you
very much. And a special word of thanks to
the leaders of our team here, Harold Ickes and
Debbie Willhite, for the work they did.

I had this idea, when the time came for
America to host the summit—you know, the
easy thing to do when you host a summit like
this is to go to a really big city and put every-
body up in a really fancy hotel and go hear
the orchestra on Saturday night or something.
And I think that’s a good thing to do, by the
way. But what I was trying to do with this
summit—I tried to figure out, where could we
have this summit where people could get a fla-
vor of the natural beauty of our country that
is unique, the sort of frontier spirit of our coun-
try that is unique, but our common commit-
ment, first of all, to shaping the future and
embracing it, and secondly, to doing it together,
across the lines that too often divide people
in this old world? And Denver seemed to me
to be the logical place to do that. And I think
I made a good decision, and you helped to
make it so.

The other leaders commented to me on many
things. The people who got to take the train
loved the train. They all loved the fort last night.
They loved the buffalo meat, the horse show,
and the double rainbow, which I said—and they
all said they didn’t know the Federal Govern-
ment had control over rainbows. They were
quite impressed. [Laughter] They loved the sort
of panorama of American musical history that
was put on. And I thank everybody who worked
on that. That was an enormous effort and a
very impressive one, and I thank you for that.

But the thing they all kept coming back to
was how wonderfully friendly the people were,
how genuinely glad they were to see them, and
how respectful they were of the nations they
represented and the work they were here to
do, and what an upbeat atmosphere prevailed.
I mean, the human climate and the human
warmth they felt is the thing I think they’ll
take away from here, more than anything. And
I think you can be very, very proud of that
because I know that the volunteers were prin-
cipally responsible for making sure that they all
felt that way.

Let me just finally say, you know, these sum-
mits are interesting affairs; they rarely produce
some searing headline on some great issue, but
they—I have done quite a number of them now,
in Japan and in Italy and in Canada and in
France and now this one here, and I can tell
you an enormous amount of what countries do
together to make this world a better place and
to beat back the problems of the world ger-
minates from the work we do at these summits
and the way we get to know each other, the
way we get to understand one another’s coun-
tries and cultures and political environments and
the sense of common purpose we have. Again,
I think it wells up more from the people than
anything else.

So when you go home tonight, after you have
your party and your celebration and all the
things Hillary talked about and you put your
head on the pillow before you go to sleep, I
hope you’ll take a great deal of pride in the
fact that you have made a personal contribution
to creating a world of tomorrow in which there
is more peace, more prosperity, more freedom,
and more harmony. That is what we are working
for. And we made a real step forward in the
last couple of days, thanks in no small measure
to you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:53 p.m. in
Currigan Hall at the Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Roy Romer of Colo-
rado and his wife, Bea; Mayor Wellington E.
Webb of Denver and his wife, Wilma; Lt. Gov.
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Gail Schoettler of Colorado; Donna Goode, direc-
tor of the host committee; and Mike Dino, execu-

tive director, City of Denver Task Force for the
Summit.

Remarks to the United States Conference of Mayors in San Francisco,
California
June 23, 1997

Thank you. Well, we were outside, and they
played ‘‘Ruffles and Flourishes,’’ and we had
a momentary delay when we tried to decide
whether Mayor Brown or I should walk in first.
[Laughter] We finally got it right, if you saw
how—[laughter].

I am delighted to be here. I thank Mayor
Daley for his warm introduction, fulfilling one
of Clinton’s laws of politics: Always be intro-
duced by someone whose brother is in the Cabi-
net. [Laughter] I’m glad to be here with Sec-
retary Cuomo, Secretary Herman. Senator
Boxer, thank you for joining us this morning.
Representative Lofgren I think is here. Mayor
Brown, thanks for putting on such a good show.
Thanks for giving me another reason to come
to San Francisco. To all the mayors here on
the stage and in the audience, especially to
Mayor Helmke and Mayor Corradini, who are
about to assume their respective offices.

I saw my good friend Mayor Rice, and he
said that today is his wife’s birthday, so happy
birthday. There you are. Happy birthday. [Ap-
plause] Thank you. I know that Mayor and Mrs.
Webb are here. They hosted us at the Summit
of the Eight, and if they fall asleep during the
speech, I give them advance permission because
they’ve been up for 2 or 3 days. [Laughter]
Denver did a great job.

Thank you, Tom Cochran, for the work you’ve
done with us. I’d also like to just make a special
note of my new Director of Intergovernmental
Affairs at the White House, who has been here
with you, Mickey Ibarra, and Lynn Cutler, who
has also been here. We’re glad to have them
working with you, and I know you’ll enjoy work-
ing with them.

And I’d like to announce my intention to fill
Secretary Cuomo’s former job as Assistant Sec-
retary of HUD for Community Planning with
the mayor of Laredo, Texas, Saul Ramirez, who
is right over here. Saul, stand up. [Applause]
Thank you. Why anyone would be willing to

leave Laredo to move to Washington is beyond
me, but I’m glad he agreed.

I always look forward to this meeting because
I do believe America’s most creative and gifted
and effective public officials today are to be
found among the mayors. I’ve always thought
of you as friends and allies in doing America’s
work, and I’ve always thought that a lot of my
job was to help you do your jobs better.

I imagine I have been in more urban neigh-
borhoods, meeting with more different kinds of
people about more different kinds of issues than
any of my predecessors. I’ve certainly tried to
make that the case because when I ran for
President, I knew that I needed to spend time
in our cities, to get to know the people, the
problems, and the promise of the cities, to con-
nect our cities with our suburbs and make peo-
ple understand that these problems we share
are common problems and that the promise of
America in this new century is a shared promise.

I also believed fervently, and I still believe,
that America can never fulfill its complete prom-
ise until all our cities fulfill theirs. And I have
watched you—I see out in this audience—I see
Mayor White over there with his sympathetic
arm injury with my leg there. Thank you very
much. You’ll be the company misery loves for
me for a while. I have seen so many of you
work so hard day-in and day-out to fulfill your
own dreams, and I have seen the unique culture
and richness of every city.

Mayor Abramson actually once took me to
the Louisville Slugger baseball bat factory. For
all you baseball fans, they have a bat Babe Ruth
used in the season that he hit 60 home runs
there. You can only find these kinds of things,
uniquely, differently, in all of our cities in Amer-
ica, where the various richness and diversity of
America is wound together in a wonderful fabric
of strong, united values.

So, to me, when I come here I think of you
the way I thought of myself when I ran as—
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