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June 25 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in
Langford Auditorium at Vanderbilt University. In
his remarks, he referred to Yvonne Chan, prin-
cipal, Vaughn New Century Learning Center, San

Fernando, CA; former Tennessee State Rep-
resentative Bill Purcell, director, Child and Family
Policy Center, Vanderbilt Institute for Public Pol-
icy Studies; and John Doerr, partner, Kleiner, Per-
kins, Caufield and Byers, Menlo Park, CA.

Statement on the Death of Jacques Cousteau
June 25, 1997

Hillary and I, along with tens of millions
around the world, were saddened to learn of
the death of a man with rare insight and extraor-
dinary spirit, Jacques Cousteau. While we mourn
his death, it is far more appropriate that we
celebrate his remarkable life and the gifts he
gave to all of us.

Jacques Cousteau will be remembered for
many things. He enabled mankind to truly be-
come part of the sea and the creatures that
live there, inventing scuba gear and creating the
first one-person submarine. Most appropriately,
he will be remembered for his service to us

all on the good ship Calypso. Through his many
documentaries, movies, and television specials,
Captain Cousteau showed us both the impor-
tance of the world’s oceans and the beauty that
lies within. We are all far richer, and more
caring, for his having shared his time on Earth
with the human family.

One of his most important documentaries was
titled ‘‘The World of Silence.’’ Thanks to a life
spent dedicated to serving all of God’s creation,
his legacy will be not silence. Rather, it will
be continuing to inspire people the world over
to love, appreciate, and respect the sea.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
June 25, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question. The previous submission cov-
ered progress through January 31, 1997. The
current submission covers the period February
1, 1997, through March 31, 1997.

The highlight of this reporting period was the
start of U.N.-sponsored proximity talks on the
island. The United States strongly supported ef-
forts by the United Nations to engage the two
Cypriot leaders productively in these talks in
preparation for direct negotiations. We have
stated our support for the U.N.’s undertaking
on several occasions and have urged both lead-
ers to seize the opportunity to demonstrate their
commitment to the reconciliation process.

Although his appointment fell outside the cur-
rent reporting period, I am very pleased that

Richard Holbrooke will serve as my Special
Presidential Emissary for Cyprus. He assumes
his duties at a time when tensions on the island
have eased due to the overflight moratorium
recently agreed to by the parties, as well as
their agreement to begin the U.N.-sponsored
direct talks in early July. I have asked Ambas-
sador Holbrooke to use his proven negotiating
skills and superb knowledge of the region to
support the U.N. efforts.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.
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