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Americans are suffering from the grimmest com-
plications of diabetes. This grant will bring pub-
lic health services, schools, and nutrition pro-
grams together to reach children and families
living on reservations and to provide them with
the information and tools to prevent and manage
diabetes.

And I might say, I told Chief Dugan before
I came up here that my grandmother’s grand-
mother was a Cherokee who would be very
proud that there is a woman chief who is doing
such a magnificent job. [Applause] Thank you.

Next month our scientists at NIH will be
hosting a workshop to bring researchers from
all across the country to share ideas and discuss
the most promising avenues of diabetes re-
search. And we will establish a new and unprec-
edented public-private partnership to bring our
Nation’s leading health care providers, pur-
chasers, and consumers together to develop uni-
form guidelines for diabetes care. Through the
guidelines, we can ensure that all doctors pro-
vide their patients with thorough and vigilant
care, such as regular eye and foot exams, to
stay as healthy as possible.

Taken together, these initiatives can make
life-changing differences for millions of Ameri-
cans. I was very heartened to hear the American
Diabetes Association say that these new invest-
ments in diabetes are as important for people
with diabetes as the discovery of insulin in 1921.
Let us pray that it will be so.

Let me finally say that discussing this in rath-
er clinical terms cannot possibly convey the
human impact that Sandra did in talking about
her child. On the way over here today, I was
remembering that 23 years ago plus, now, when
I began my career in political life, the first chair-
man of my campaign was only a year older
than me and was already a bank president at
the age of 28 or 29, but he died a few years
ago from complications from diabetes. When I
lived in Arkansas, I used to sing in a church

choir with a man who had to quit singing be-
cause of complications from diabetes, and I have
these vivid memories every Sunday of standing
there looking at him sitting in the church with
the pain on his face of not being able to do
it anymore.

This morning I got a note from a friend of
mine I’d like to read to you. ‘‘For the last 17
years my son has gone to sleep scared, scared
that his blood sugar would drop and his body
would be ripped apart with a diabetic seizure.
Every day for the last 17 years, my son and
his family have worried about the opposite ef-
fects of having his blood sugar remain at too
high a level and thereby causing the early onset
of blindness, heart failure, and loss of limb.
Until today, there simply wasn’t enough money
available for scientific research to have a real
hope to find a cure. Now there is.’’

It is easy to say that in the last 50 years
we experienced in science the age of physics,
the age of space travel, and the beginning of
genetic research but that in the next 50 years,
the 21st century in science will be an age of
biology. The important thing is that for people
and their families with diabetes, it can be an
age of longer, happier, richer lives.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in the
auditorium at Georgetown University Medical
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Sam W.
Wiesel, executive vice president for health
sciences, Georgetown University Medical Center;
Mary Delaney, a local resident who suffers from
diabetes; Chief Joyce Dugan of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians; Sandra Puczynski of Ohio,
whose daughter suffers from diabetes; David
Beaubaire, White House Special Assistant to the
Cabinet Secretary and Director of Surrogate
Scheduling; and actress Mary Tyler Moore, inter-
national chairman, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation
International.

The President’s Radio Address
August 9, 1997

The President. Good morning. Vice President
Gore has joined me today to talk to you about
what we’re doing to reduce smoking, especially

by young people, and to protect Americans from
the potential threat of secondhand tobacco
smoke.
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Cigarette smoking is the most single signifi-
cant public health problem facing our people
today. Every year, more Americans die from
smoking-related diseases than from AIDS, car
accidents, murders, suicides, and fires combined,
taking a terrible human toll and putting great
financial burdens on our health care system and
on businesses all across America.

Last year we took bold action to shield our
children from tobacco, telling the tobacco com-
panies: Market and sell your products to adults
if you wish, but you must draw the line at chil-
dren. And we launched a comprehensive plan
that prohibits retailers from selling tobacco to
minors and requires clerks to check I.D.’s before
selling cigarettes to the young people. These
regulations are critical to our goal of keeping
tobacco out of our children’s lives, but they must
be enforced. I requested $34 million for en-
forcement in my 1998 budget, but Congress has
cut that funding. I urge the Congress to do
the right thing and restore the full $34 million
when they return in September. We need to
do more to cut off our children’s access to to-
bacco, and this is no time to cut corners.

This week I signed historic legislation that
balances the budget in a way that protects our
values, invests in our people, and prepares us
for the 21st century. Our balanced budget in-
cludes a 15-cents-a-pack cigarette tax to help
States provide health care for up to 5 million
uninsured children and helps to prevent many
young people from taking up smoking in the
first place.

But we must do more to protect all Americans
from the dangers of smoking. One of the most
important things we can do is to protect those
who don’t use tobacco from the threat of sec-
ondhand smoke. And I’d like to ask the Vice
President to say just a few words about what
that threat means to our families and children.

[At this point, Vice President Gore made brief
remarks.]

The President. Thank you. Today I am signing
an Executive order that takes the next step and
bans smoking in all Federal facilities under the
control of our administration. A year from today,
every Federal agency and office building, every
visitors center at every national park, every facil-
ity owned or leased by the executive branch
must be smoke-free.

Now, this order does allow agencies to des-
ignate smoking areas for their employees who
smoke, as long as these areas are ventilated to
the outside and nonsmoking employees do not
have to enter them. Our Federal workers and
the thousands of people who visit Federal facili-
ties will now be protected from the risk of sec-
ondhand smoke.

This fall, I hope we’ll begin an important na-
tional debate on additional measures we can
enact to reduce smoking, especially by children.
I applaud the State attorneys general and public
health advocates for providing us an extraor-
dinary opportunity to engage in this debate and
to build on the progress we’ve already made.
I’m particularly pleased their plan includes a
proposal, based on a bill by Representative
Henry Waxman, to protect all Americans from
secondhand smoke. And I look forward to work-
ing together in the months ahead to meet this
challenge.

Americans who have made the choice not to
use tobacco products should not be put at risk
by those who choose to smoke. With this step
we’re taking today, millions of Americans will
be able to breathe just a little easier.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. The Execu-
tive order is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks on Signing Line Item Vetoes of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
and the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 and an Exchange With Reporters
August 11, 1997

The President. Last week we took historic ac-
tion to put America’s economic house in order
when I signed into law the first balanced budget

in a generation, one that honors our values, in-
vests in our people, prepares our Nation for
the 21st century.
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