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And if we can make opportunity real for ev-
erybody, if we can protect the environment and
grow the economy, if we can have genuine ex-
cellence in the development of our children’s
minds, and if we can learn to live together as
one America when there is no longer one major-
ity race in America—and it won’t be that long,
about the time my daughter is my age—if all
the demographic projections are right, people
of European descent will no longer be a major-
ity race in America, and we’ll all have to learn
to get along then, for sure—if we can do these
things, we will leave a legacy that will be worthy
of any previous generation of Americans. And
the best days of this country are still ahead.
That is what this whole thing is about.

So when you think about the empowerment
zones, the community development financial in-
stitutions, cleaning up those brownfields, getting
rid of those toxic dumps, adhering to national

standards in school, any of the specific things,
try to remember what I try to remember every
single day when I walk in the Oval Office and
thank God I was given the chance to serve at
this moment in history: This is our responsibility,
and if we fulfill it, the best days of this country
are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 p.m. at the
Mayflower Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin of Russia;
Executive Deputy President Thabo Mbeki of
South Africa; Steve Grossman, national chair, and
Alan D. Solomont, national finance chair, Demo-
cratic National Committee; Mayor Dennis Archer
of Detroit, MI, president, National Conference
of Democratic Mayors; and Prime Minister Poul
Nyrup Rasmussen of Denmark.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the National Emergency
With Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
August 12, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on the devel-

opments since my report of October 21, 1996,
concerning the national emergency with respect
to significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia that was declared in Executive Order
12978 of October 21, 1995. This report is sub-
mitted pursuant to section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C.
1703(c).

1. On October 21, 1995, I signed Executive
Order 12978, ‘‘Blocking Assets and Prohibiting
Transactions with Significant Narcotics Traf-
fickers’’ (the ‘‘Order’’) (60 Fed. Reg. 54579, Oc-
tober 24, 1995). The Order blocks all property
subject to U.S. jurisdiction in which there is
any interest of four significant foreign narcotics
traffickers, one of whom is now deceased, who
were principals in the so-called Cali drug cartel
centered in Colombia. These persons are listed
in the Annex to the Order. The Order also
blocks the property and interests in property
of foreign persons determined by the Secretary

of the Treasury, in consultation with the Attor-
ney General and the Secretary of State, (a) to
play a significant role in international narcotics
trafficking centered in Colombia or (b) to mate-
rially assist in or provide financial or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services in sup-
port of, the narcotics trafficking activities of per-
sons designated in or pursuant to the Order.
In addition the Order blocks all property and
interests in property subject to U.S. jurisdiction
of persons determined by the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Secretary of State, to be owned
or controlled by, or to act for or on behalf
of, persons designated in or pursuant to the
Order (collectively ‘‘Specially Designated Nar-
cotics Traffickers’’ or SDNTs).

The Order further prohibits any transaction
or dealing by a United States person or within
the United States in property or interests in
property of SDNTs, and any transaction that
evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading
or avoiding, or attempts to violate, the prohibi-
tions contained in the Order.
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Designations of foreign persons blocked pur-
suant to the Order are effective upon the date
of determination by the Director of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) acting under authority dele-
gated by the Secretary of the Treasury. Public
notice of blocking is effective upon the date
of filing with the Federal Register, or upon prior
actual notice.

2. On October 24, 1995, the Department of
the Treasury issued a notice containing 76 addi-
tional names of persons determined to meet the
criteria set forth in Executive Order 12978 (60
Fed. Reg. 54582–84, October 24, 1995).

The Department of the Treasury issued an-
other notice adding the names of one additional
entity and three additional individuals, as well
as expanded information regarding addresses
and pseudonyms, to the list of SDNTs on No-
vember 29, 1995 (60 Fed. Reg. 61288–89).

On March 8, 1996, OFAC published a notice
in the Federal Register adding the names of
138 additional individuals and 60 entities des-
ignated pursuant to the Order, and revising in-
formation for 8 individuals on the list of blocked
persons contained in the notices published on
November 29, 1995, and October 24, 1995 (61
Fed. Reg. 9523–28).

3. On January 21, 1997, OFAC published a
notice in the Federal Register adding the names
of 57 individuals and 21 entities designated pur-
suant to the Order, and revising information for
58 individuals and 1 entity (62 Fed. Reg. 2903–
09). In addition, the name of one individual
specially designated narcotics trafficker was re-
moved from the list. These changes were effec-
tive January 15, 1997. A copy of the notice
is attached to this report.

These 78 new names brought the total list
of SDNTs to 359. Each of the 78 newly des-
ignated entities and individuals has been deter-
mined to be owned or controlled or to act for
or on behalf of the Cali cartel’s Helmer ‘‘Pacho’’
Herrera Buitrago organization. The newly identi-
fied SDNTs include several large poultry proc-
essing plants and farms, investment and import/
export firms, real estate businesses, a consulting
firm, a lumber distributor, and a construction
company, all located in Colombia.

The additional name and address information
includes one previously designated company
controlled by the Herrera Buitrago family and
58 previously designated individuals from either
the Herrera Buitrago or the Rodriguez Orejuela

organizations of the Cali cartel. The OFAC, in
coordination with the Attorney General and the
Secretary of State, is continuing to expand the
list of SDNTs, including both organizations and
individuals, as additional information is devel-
oped.

Effective February 28, 1997, OFAC issued
the Narcotics Trafficking Sanctions Regulations
(the ‘‘Regulations’’ or NTSR), 31 C.F.R. Part
536, to further implement my declaration of a
national emergency and imposition of sanctions
against significant foreign narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia (62 Fed. Reg. 9959–68,
March 5, 1997). A copy of the Regulations is
attached to this report.

4. The OFAC has disseminated and routinely
updated details of this program to the financial,
securities, and international trade communities
by both electronic and conventional media. In
addition to bulletins to banking institutions via
the Federal Reserve System and the Clearing
House Interbank Payments System, individual
notices were provided to all State and Federal
regulatory agencies, automated clearinghouses,
and State and independent banking associations
across the country. OFAC contacted all major
securities industry associations and regulators. It
posted electronic notices on the Internet and
over 10 computer bulletin boards and 2 fax-
on-demand services, and provided the same ma-
terial to the U.S. Embassy in Bogota for dis-
tribution to U.S. companies operating in Colom-
bia.

5. As of March 4, 1997, OFAC had issued
five specific licenses pursuant to Executive
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in ac-
cordance with established Treasury policy au-
thorizing the completion of presanctions trans-
actions and the provision of legal services to
and payment of fees for representation of
SDNTs in proceedings within the United States
arising from the imposition of sanctions.

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal Gov-
ernment in the 6-month period from October
21, 1996, through April 20, 1997, that are di-
rectly attributable to the exercise of powers and
authorities conferred by the declaration of the
national emergency with respect to Significant
Narcotics Traffickers are estimated at approxi-
mately $1.1 million. Personnel costs were largely
centered in the Department of the Treasury
(particularly in the Office of Foreign Assets
Control, the Office of the General Counsel, and
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the U.S. Customs Service), the Department of
Justice, and the Department of State.

7. Executive Order 12978 provides this Ad-
ministration with a new tool for combatting the
actions of significant foreign narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia, and the unparalleled vio-
lence, corruption, and harm that they cause in
the United States and abroad. The Order is
designed to deny these traffickers the benefit
of any assets subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States and to prevent United States per-
sons from engaging in any commercial dealings
with them, their front companies, and their
agents. Executive Order 12978 demonstrates the
U.S. commitment to end the scourge that such
traffickers have wrought upon society in the
United States and abroad.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most pivotal

country of all in terms of the world’s cocaine
trade—is extremely grave. I shall continue to
exercise the powers at my disposal to apply eco-
nomic sanctions against significant foreign nar-
cotics traffickers and their violent and corrupting
activities as long as these measures are appro-
priate, and will continue to report periodically
to the Congress on significant developments
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 13.

Remarks Announcing Action on the Safe and Effective Use of Medications
To Treat Children
August 13, 1997

You know, one of the most important rules
about being President is to never go on after
the star of the show. [Laughter] I would like
to thank all of you for being here today. The
Vice President, the First Lady, and Secretary
Shalala have spoken about what we’re trying to
do and acknowledged the work of many individ-
uals and groups. But I want to thank Dr. David
Kessler, who as the Vice President said, used
to work at the FDA; Dr. Friedman, the Acting
Commissioner of the FDA. I also want to thank
Dr. Koop, who wrote us a letter in support
yesterday. And Hillary mentioned our good
friend Elizabeth Glaser. I got a wonderful letter
today from her husband, Paul, about how much
this would mean to their son, Jake. And so,
all of you who have been in this situation, I
thank you for helping this day come to pass.
And I thank Regan Ralph for her eloquent
speech under some duress. [Laughter] I thank
her spouse for doing what I think is a noble
duty there. [Laughter] And next time we’ll let
you give the speech, and the rest of us will
handle Sam. [Laughter]

I’m glad Sam came up here today and showed
us what childhood should be like. It’s what kids

that are 11⁄2 year old should be doing, and they
should be able to do it. They should be able
to do it. And according to the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, more than 50 percent of the
medicines that have proved helpful for children
have not been adequately tested for children’s
use. That is not acceptable.

The executive action that I take today simply
is designed to ensure that parents and pediatri-
cians have the safety information they need.
Doctors have known for a long time that chil-
dren respond differently than adults to many
drugs. In cases—many cases, children can only
tolerate vastly scaled-down doses. In some cases,
their bodies simply haven’t developed enough
to take any dosage of a medicine that has been
perfectly safe for adults.

Moreover, we still don’t even have good infor-
mation about medication for some of the most
common childhood illnesses that Hillary men-
tioned, like asthma, allergic reactions, ear infec-
tions. And we certainly don’t know enough
about medications for treating life-threatening
diseases. Less than half the drugs used to help
the estimated 12,000 children with HIV infec-
tion in our country have been tested for use
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