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remains appropriate. This raise matches the 2.8
percent basic pay increase that I proposed for
military members in my fiscal 1998 Budget, and
that the Congress will likely include in the 1998
defense authorization bill.

Because many Federal civilian employees do
not receive locality pay, I will put the bulk of
the 2.8 percent adjustment into the general in-
crease under section 5303, thus giving all em-
ployees a meaningful raise. I will apply the re-
mainder to increasing the locality-based com-
parability payments under section 5304.

Accordingly, I have determined that:
(1) Under the authority of section 5303(b) of

title 5, United States Code, the pay rates
for each statutory pay system shall be in-
creased by 2.3 percent, effective on the
first day of the first applicable pay period
beginning on or after January 1, 1998.

(2) Under the authority of section 5304a of
title 5, United States Code, locality-based
comparability payments in the amounts set
forth on the attached table shall be effec-
tive on the first day of the first applicable
pay period beginning on or after January
1, 1998. When compared with the pay-
ments now in effect, these comparability

payments will increase the General Sched-
ule payroll by about 0.5 percent.

Finally, the law requires that I include in
this report an assessment of the impact of my
decisions on the Government’s ability to recruit
and retain well-qualified employees. While I re-
gret that our fiscal situation does not permit
granting Federal employees a larger pay in-
crease, I do not believe that it will materially
affect our ability to continue to attract and re-
tain a quality Federal work force.

Due to our continuing efforts to reinvent
Government, creating a Government that works
better and costs less, the number of Federal
employees continues to fall; consequently, hiring
and attrition are low. In addition, should the
need arise, the Government has many tools,
such as recruitment bonuses, retention allow-
ances, and special salary rates, to maintain the
high quality work force that serves our Nation
so very well.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

The President’s Radio Address
August 30, 1997

Good morning. This week a record number
of American children will be heading back to
school, reminding us of our greatest obligation,
to prepare our children for the 21st century.
We can’t do that without a commitment to edu-
cational excellence for all those children, expect-
ing them to meet high standards and testing
to see if they do.

In my State of the Union Address, I chal-
lenged every State to adopt high national stand-
ards of academic excellence, defining what every
child should learn, and by 1999, to join in a
national test for all fourth graders in reading
and all eighth graders in math, to ensure they
have mastered these basics.

We know that challenging our students to
achieve excellence works. This week the College
Board announced that SAT math scores con-
tinue to rise; and today the National Assessment

for Education Progress, the organization that
issues what we call the Nation’s report card,
announced that in recent years we have im-
proved math and science performance at every
age level. Most exciting, more high schoolers
are taking challenging courses and college-level
courses.

Still, we all know we have more to do to
improve our schools and to raise learning levels
for all of our students. I’ve been working to
improve education for nearly 20 years now, and
I am convinced we can give our children the
education they need to thrive in the 21st century
only by setting high standards and by chal-
lenging students, teachers, parents, and prin-
cipals to meet them. National standards will help
us to upgrade curricula, improve teaching, and
target students and schools who need assistance.
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I’m pleased that Governors and mayors from
all over the country, business leaders, and edu-
cators from States and cities, big and small, peo-
ple of both parties, are joining in this effort.
We’re working to make sure this doesn’t become
a partisan issue.

Some people worry that the Federal Govern-
ment would play too large a role in developing
the test. To meet that concern, I have instructed
my staff to rewrite our proposal to make sure
these tests are developed not by the Department
of Education but by an independent bipartisan
board created by Congress many years ago. This
will make sure these tests measure what they
should, nothing more, nothing less.

Still, there are some in Congress who, even
as our children are heading back to school, are
working to undermine the very progress in edu-
cation our children are counting on. They have
proposed an amendment that would prevent us
from developing a common test for math and
reading and, therefore, would prevent your
school district or your State or your child from
choosing to take the test. That means you won’t
be able to find out if your child’s school is
meeting world-class standards.

The arguments they’re using are the very
same ones we’ve heard for years now. They
amount to a determination to avoid account-
ability. Some say we shouldn’t pay for test devel-
opment even though it’s being done by an inde-

pendent body. Some say the test will be mis-
used, even though participation is voluntary and
is clearly designed to show how students and
schools are doing and to show the way toward
improving them. Some say it’s unfair to poor
kids and kids of immigrant parents, even though
many big-city school districts, including those
in six of seven of our largest cities, say they
want to be a part of the test and the national
standards movement even if their States don’t.

The fact is high standards are essential to
providing our children the best education in the
world, and I intend to do whatever is necessary
to make sure we move forward.

The 21st century will be a time of remarkable
opportunity. With high national education stand-
ards, we can make sure all our children have
the education they need to seize these opportu-
nities. Without them, our children will continue
to pay for our own low expectations and our
own limited vision for them. Our children, our
schools, our future are far too important to be
anything less than world class. Let us move for-
ward into the 21st century with high standards
and make sure we meet them.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:04 p.m. on
August 29 at a private residence in Martha’s Vine-
yard, MA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August
30.

Remarks in a Telephone Conversation From Martha’s Vineyard With the
WNBA Champion Houston Comets
August 30, 1997

Coach Van Chancellor. Mr. President?
The President. Coach, congratulations.
Coach Chancellor. Well, thank you very

much. You know, we’re from neighboring States.
I’m a Mississippi boy.

The President. You are?
Coach Chancellor. Yes, I am.
The President. Well, double congratulations.
Coach Chancellor. Well, thank you very

much.
The President. I’ll tell you what, I’ve followed

the season this year. I’ve watched several games
on television. I’ve really enjoyed it, and I had
a chance to get to know some of the players

in the league when I went running with the
women’s Olympic team a couple of years ago,
and I think it’s just been a great thing. I hope
it’ll be a success and go forward. And you had
a great season and a great team, and you had
a good game tonight.

Coach Chancellor. Well, thank you very
much. I do appreciate you taking the time to
call our locker room. That means a lot to the
women of this team and to this coaching staff.

The President. Can you hear me?
Coach Chancellor. Yes, I can hear you.
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