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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Sept. 5

Remarks on the Death of Mother Teresa and an Exchange With Reporters
in Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts
September 5, 1997

The President. With the passing of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, the world has lost one of
the giants of our time. She served the poor,
the suffering, and the dying, and in so doing,
she served as an inspiration and a challenge
to all the rest of us. With the power of her
humble and unconquerable faith, she touched
the lives of millions of people in India, here
in the United States, and throughout the world.

Like anyone who ever met her, I was pro-
foundly moved by her conviction and her cour-
age. Hillary had the privilege of working with
Mother Teresa and her community to open a
home for abandoned babies in Washington, and
later she and Chelsea had the opportunity to
see her and her community work firsthand in
India.

The home for the dying she opened in Cal-
cutta almost 50 years ago is called Nirmal
Hriday, Pure Heart. If ever there was a pure
heart, it was hers. Mother Teresa is gone, but
the Gospel teaches us that faith, hope, and love
endure. She had them in abundance, and they
will stay with us forever.

Deaths of Princess Diana and Mother Teresa
Q. Mr. President, this has been quite a week

for the loss of meaningful women. Any com-
ment—[inaudible]——

The President. Well, you know Hillary is going
to leave in just a—well, a couple of hours now,
maybe even shorter, to fly to London to the
funeral of Princess Diana. And I think the world
has been profoundly moved by that. And obvi-
ously, hundreds of millions of people around
the world looked up to Mother Teresa and ad-
mired her. I think it will be a time of great
reflection, and I hope a time of rededication.

I think all of us were deeply moved by the
pictures today from London of Princess Diana’s
sons and Prince Charles and the royal family
greeting the mourners and beginning the sort
of public healing process, along with the private
one. And I think tomorrow will be a sad but
a very important and positive day.

Q. Do you think there might be a chance
the First Lady might go to Mother Teresa’s
funeral?

The President. I don’t know. I just heard.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. at the
Richard Friedman residence.

Statement on the Death of Mother Teresa
September 5, 1997

With the passing of Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta, the world has lost one of the giants of
our time. She gave comfort to the poor, the
suffering, and the dying, and served as an inspi-
ration and a challenge to all of us.

Hers was a ministry of action—of passion and
compassion. She led by serving, and showed us
the stunning power of simple humility. Her un-
conquerable faith touched the lives of millions
of people in India, here in the United States,
and all around the world. I had the pleasure
of meeting Mother Teresa when she came to
Washington, and I was moved by her conviction

and courage. Hillary had the privilege of work-
ing with Mother Teresa and her community to
open a home for abandoned babies in Wash-
ington, and later Hillary and Chelsea had the
opportunity to witness firsthand the work of
Mother Teresa and her community in India.

The home for the dying she opened in Cal-
cutta almost a half century ago is called Nirmal
Hriday—‘‘pure heart’’—and if ever there was
a pure heart, it was hers. Mother Teresa is gone,
but as the Gospels teach us, these things en-
dure: faith, hope, and love. She had them in
abundance. They will stay with us always.
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