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Sept. 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

The Act funds the vast majority of my request
for military construction projects, the military
family housing program, other quality-of-life
projects for our military personnel and their
families, and the base closure and realignment
program.

I am concerned, however, that the Congress
has chosen to add funds for projects that the
Department has not identified as priorities.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining FY 1998 appropriations bills as

quickly as possible, and to send them to me
in an acceptable form.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 30, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2016, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–45.

Statement on Signing Continuing Appropriations Legislation
September 30, 1997

I am pleased to have signed into law today
House Joint Resolution 94, a short-term con-
tinuing resolution for fiscal 1998.

The Act provides 1998 appropriations for con-
tinuing projects and activities of the Federal
Government through October 23, 1997, except
those funded by the Military Construction Ap-
propriations Act, 1998, which I signed into law
earlier today.

On May 2, 1997, I reached agreement with
the congressional leadership on an historic Bi-
partisan Budget Agreement that balances the
budget while honoring our values. Over the next
few months, my Administration worked closely
with the leadership to translate the agreement
into law. On August 5, I was proud to sign
two key elements of the agreement—the Bal-
anced Budget Act of 1997 and the Taxpayers
Relief Act of 1997. As the current fiscal year
comes to a close, we must work together to

enact the third element of the agreement, the
appropriations bills for fiscal 1998.

But to date, in a number of important in-
stances, the Congress has failed to address mat-
ters specifically called for under the agreement.
In certain other instances, the Congress has ad-
dressed policy issues in ways that make the
pending appropriations bills unacceptable. I urge
the Congress to approve 1998 spending bills that
include the items contained in the agreement
and to provide funding for other priority pro-
grams.

To give the Congress time to adopt such bills,
I have approved this continuing resolution.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 30, 1997.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 94, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–46.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
September 30, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-

ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with this
provision, I have sent the enclosed notice, stat-
ing that the Iran emergency declared in 1979
is to continue in effect beyond November 14,
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1997, to the Federal Register for publication.
Similar notices have been sent annually to the
Congress and the Federal Register since Novem-
ber 12, 1980. The most recent notice appeared
in the Federal Register on October 31, 1996.
This emergency is separate from that declared
with respect to Iran on March 15, 1995, in
Executive Order 12957.

The crisis between the United States and Iran
that began in 1979 has not been fully resolved.
The international tribunal established to adju-
dicate claims of the United States and U.S. na-
tionals against Iran and of the Iranian govern-
ment and Iranian nationals against the United
States continues to function, and normalization
of commercial and diplomatic relations between

the United States and Iran has not been
achieved. In these circumstances, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities that are in place by virtue
of the November 14, 1979, declaration of emer-
gency and that are needed in the process of
implementing the January 1981 agreements with
Iran.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 30, 1997.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks to Television Weather Forecasters
October 1, 1997

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
Welcome to the White House on a cool, over-
cast day, about 60 degrees. [Laughter] How am
I doing? I’m auditioning. [Laughter] You know,
I have to leave this job after 3 years, and I
don’t know what I am going to do. I am too
young to retire, and I’m used to delivering bad
news. [Laughter]

Let me say, we are delighted to have you
here in the White House. I thank you for com-
ing and for devoting this much of your time
to the briefings and to giving us a chance to
meet with you on what is a profoundly impor-
tant issue and one, frankly, that you, just in
the way you comment on the events that you
cover, may have a real effect on the American
people.

People look to you to figure out what they’re
going to wear in the morning and whether
something really bad is going to happen. If so,
they expect a timely warning and advice. So
you not only get watched more than anyone
else on the television news programs to find
out about the weather, sometimes you are actu-
ally saving lives and always performing a public
service. And we thank you for that.

I’d also like to thank your outstanding part-
ners at NOAA and the National Weather Serv-
ice. I’m very proud of them and what they have
done. In the past decade alone, they have dou-

bled the amount of warning time we have to
prepare for tornadoes, quadrupled the time for
flash floods. And those are just two of the ways
that our people here, with NOAA and the Na-
tional Weather Service and their research and
technology, have improved our Nation’s safety
and planning.

You know, I spent most of my time over
the last 41⁄2 years telling the American people
that we had to prepare for the 21st century,
with all of its new opportunities and all of its
new challenges, if we want to keep the Amer-
ican dream alive for everyone who will work
for it and maintain our leadership for peace
and freedom and keep our country coming to-
gether with all of its diversity and clash of inter-
ests, whether it’s racial and ethnic or religious
or whatever. And we have really focused on
trying to just get the country to think about
how we have to build these bridges to the fu-
ture, how the future will be as we want it to
be.

Clearly, to me, this climate change issue is
one of the principal challenges that we face,
a challenge that, if we meet it, will ensure the
continued vitality of our small planet and the
continued success of the United States through-
out another 100 years; a challenge that should
we fail to meet it could imperil the lives of
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