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is, in the exam we’re trying to—we’re trying
to say, ‘‘This is the threshold. This is what every-
body should know. But this is a fence over
which everyone can jump.’’ We’re not trying
to rank people first to last. We’re trying to say
100 percent of the people need to be over this
threshold so they can have the kind of future
for themselves, their own families, and this
country that we need.

That is a huge issue, and the Governors will
determine whether it’s done. And this man is
for the proposition that all our children can
learn and that every child is entitled to high
national standards and an adequate measure-
ment of them. And on that issue alone he has
the right to claim your support for Governor
of New Jersey.

The point is, when I became President I said,
‘‘We ought to give more power to State govern-
ment, more power to local government. We
ought to do more things with the private sector.’’
We even privatized some Government oper-
ations I think had been in the Federal sector
too long. But when we do these things, and
if you like having a smaller, leaner, more fo-
cused National Government and you like the
results we’ve achieved, you have to understand
it makes everybody else more important. It
makes all the mayors here more important. And
it means when you elect a county official or
a local official, and especially when you elect
a Governor, you are voting—whether people
know it or not, they are voting to give them
a wider range of decisionmaking and a bigger
impact over their lives than was the case 4 or
8 or 12 years ago. And it’s very important.

And I want you to go out there and talk
to the people in New Jersey about this. You
don’t have to be intensely partisan. You can
just take these issues, one after the other, and
ask people what they want for the future of
their families and their State. And conduct your
own little mini-townhall meeting. And tell peo-
ple, first of all, they’ve got to vote, and here’s
why you are for Senator McGreevey and what
you think the issues are. I believe you can have
a huge impact.

But I’m just telling you, it is a big deal. Don’t
be under any illusion. This is not just about
who gets this appointment or that appointment
or who gets along with whom in the legislature.
This is huge now, and we have been given very
much more responsibility. And your future is
on the line.

This is a magnificent State with unbelievable
assets and challenges that are well within the
ability of the people of New Jersey to confront
them. But it matters who the leader is and what
the direction is.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Mayfair Room at Mayfair Farms. In his remarks,
he referred to State Senator John A. Lynch; As-
semblyman Joseph V. Doria, Jr.; Assemblywoman
Barbara Buono; State Senator Wayne R. Bryant;
Sheriff Armando B. Fontoura of Essex County;
Robert Bowser, member, Newark Board of Edu-
cation; Mayor Samuel A. Spina of West Orange;
Brendan Byrne, former New Jersey Governor;
and Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey Ross of New York.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in Florham Park,
New Jersey
October 8, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Jim, and
thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for being here
for him and for our party and for what we’re
fighting for.

I want to thank my longtime friend Alan
Solomont for being here and for being the fi-
nance chair of our Democratic Party—[ap-
plause]—yes, you can clap for him, that’s nice—
why don’t you do that? He has a thankless job.

[Laughter] When he calls people, you know—
even when he calls me, I think he’s going to
call and hit me up for a contribution any day.
[Laughter]

But most of all I’d like to thank the Kushners,
Charles and Seryl, and thank you, Rae Kushner,
and thank you, Mrs. Felsen. And I thank the
children who gave me the shofar, Joshua and
Nicole; Dara and Miryam, thank you.
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And I’m glad we’ve got a long-distance con-
nection to Israel. In a way, I always have a
long-distance connection to Israel. [Laughter]

President Weizman was just here; we had a
great visit. And of course Mr. Arafat and Prime
Minister Netanyahu had a visit of their own,
and we’re hopeful that the peace process is back
on track and so is the—that the security process
is back on track, and I know all of you hope
that, as well. But we’re working hard on it.

Let me just briefly say that I came to New
Jersey today for Jim McGreevey for what I think
is a very good reason—it is entirely positive,
there’s nothing negative about it—and that is
that in the next several years, for the foreseeable
future in the 21st century, who happens to be
Governor of any State and what decisions they
make will have a bigger impact on how people
live than in the previous 20 years, as an inevi-
table outgrowth of the way the world is chang-
ing, the way we change how we govern our-
selves, how we make decisions, and how we
go forward. And I think it’s very important.

Let me say that a lot of you have helped
me a lot over the last several years, and for
that I am very grateful. I think we are much
closer than we were 5 years ago to realizing
the vision that I started out with when I an-
nounced for Governor—for President, when I
was a Governor. I’m going to talk about that
in a moment. That is, I think we’re closer to
the time when every American has a chance
to live out the American dream if he or she
will work for it. I think we’re closer to the
time when our country has articulated a vision
that will maintain our world leadership for peace
and freedom and prosperity and security. And
I think we’re closer to a time, although we still
have a lot challenges, in which we can reach
across all the racial, the ethnic, the cultural,
the religious lines that divide us, and stand in
stark contrast to what is going on in so much
of the world today and to the terrible story
that Charles told us that had such a wonderful
ending—of his family—by being a country that
really can embrace all this diversity, celebrate
it, respect it, honor it, and say, ‘‘We’re still
bound together as one America.’’ And I feel
very good about that.

There is still a lot to do. There is a lot going
on in Washington. I’m still trying, for the 5th
year in a row, to pass campaign finance reform.
And the opponents thought they had killed it
yesterday, but we’ve got a little life left in us

up there. If you can influence anybody, I hope
you will, although I want to say that Senator
Torricelli and Senator Lautenberg are part of
the unanimous vote in our caucus for the
McCain-Feingold bill and for campaign finance
reform, which I very much appreciate.

We’re dealing with the trade issue and the
question of the extension of the President’s au-
thority to conduct trade negotiations with other
countries and then have the Congress vote up
or down on the bill, which is essential for me
to make those agreements and to continue to
expand trade. Otherwise—no one wants to nego-
tiate with 535 people; they want to negotiate
with one person.

And there’s a lot of debate, and it’s a healthy
thing, because what we really want in the global
economy is more involvement in the world econ-
omy in a way that benefits America but also
having our communities make the appropriate
response for people who have or will suffer as
a result of dislocations in that economy. We
owe that to them. That’s what we’re trying to
achieve.

We had a fascinating conference this week
on climate change. I’m convinced the climate
is warming at an alarming rate and that we
have to do the responsible thing, to lower our
emissions of greenhouse gases into the atmos-
phere. But it’s a difficult problem for a democ-
racy to address because it’s not on anybody’s
back right now. It’s something that’s out there
ahead of us. But if we do a little bit now we
can avoid disastrous consequences and much
more burdensome actions later.

Hillary and I are going to have the first White
House Conference on Child Care at the end
of the month. And that’s a huge problem. We
have more people in the work force than ever
before, a higher percentage of people in the
work force than ever before. But the most im-
portant job any of us has is our job to raise
our children well. I know you believe that. I
had more people—we just all took our picture—
I had a higher percentage of people in the line
that I just stood in ask me about my family
and my daughter than any photograph line I
have ever stood in in my whole life. And that’s
a great tribute to you and your values. And
I thank you for that.

But this child care issue is really about wheth-
er all these people who have to work, who also
have children, can succeed at work and at home.
And we shouldn’t have our country making a
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choice there. We don’t want to crater the econ-
omy, but our most important job is to raise
our children well.

So we’re full of all these challenges, and it’s
exciting. But we have to—when I took office,
we had this huge deficit and basically a yester-
day’s Government. And I made a commitment,
as I’ve said many times, to the policies that
favor the future over the past, change over the
status quo, unity over division, and things that
benefit everybody instead of just a few people.
And that required changes, so we downsized
the Government; we shared more responsibility
with State and local government and the private
sector. And State governments, anyway, have
primary responsibility for things like auto insur-
ance rates and, constitutionally, education.

So I can go out here and talk until I’m blue
in the face about the importance of embracing
national education standards. The United States
is the only great country in the world that has
no national standards of academic achievement
that guarantee international capacity—in terms
of operating in the economy—that everybody
has to follow. We’re not talking about Federal
Government standards. We’re not talking about
imposing anything on anybody. It’s totally vol-
untary. But that means that every Governor will
decide whether to participate in the standards
movement.

So the decisions made by the Governor of
New Jersey in the next 20 years almost certainly
will range over a wider scope and have a deeper
impact on the lives of the people of New Jersey
than in the previous 20 years. And if my vision

is going to be fulfilled, we have to have a part-
nership that really works to grow the economy,
to fight crime, to preserve the environment, to
deal with social problems, and most importantly,
to make sure that every child in this country
has a chance to live out his or her dreams with
a decent education.

That’s why I showed up here today, because
this young man actually has an idea of what
he will do if he gets elected. He’s not running
for Governor because he wants to live in that
magnificent old house—New Jersey I think has
the oldest and perhaps the most beautiful old
Governor’s mansion in the country—he actually
has an idea of what he wants to do, and I
think it’s the right idea. And I hope you’ll help
him achieve it.

Thank you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4
p.m. in the chief executive’s office at the Kushner
Companies. In his remarks, he referred to State
Senator Jim McGreevey, Democratic guber-
natorial candidate; Charles Kushner, chief execu-
tive officer, Kushner Companies; Mr. Kushner’s
wife, Seryl, and children Joshua and Nicole, and
his mother, Rae; Annette Felsen, Seryl Kushner’s
grandmother; Dara Freiriech, student council
representative, Joseph Kushner Hebrew Acad-
emy; Miryam Lichtman, student council presi-
dent, Kushner Yeshiva High School; President
Ezer Weizman and Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; and Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority.

Statement on House Ways and Means Committee Action on Fast-Track
Trading Authority Legislation
October 8, 1997

I am pleased that the House Ways and Means
Committee has reported out legislation with bi-
partisan support that restores the traditional
trading authority every President has had since
1974.

To keep our economy strong, we must con-
tinue to break down unfair foreign trade barriers
to American products and services. This legisla-
tion, now passed by the committees of jurisdic-
tion in both the Senate and the House, will

allow us to tear down those barriers and help
American businesses and workers compete and
win in the global marketplace. I look forward
to working with Members on both sides of the
aisle to secure passage of this important legisla-
tion this year.
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