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conversion requirements for IRS computer sys-
tems. Law Enforcement bureaus within the De-
partment of the Treasury are funded at $3.1
billion.

The Act provides $195 million for the Office
of National Drug Control Policy’s (ONDCP) na-
tional media campaign. This money will enable
ONDCP to develop a national media campaign
targeting drug consumption by youth. The cam-
paign will be a model public-private partnership,
exposing 90 percent of all 9 to 17 year-olds
to anti-drug messages at least four times a week.

The Act repeals cooperative purchasing au-
thority that would have allowed States and local-
ities to buy products off the General Services
Administration’s Federal supply schedule con-
tracts. I am disappointed by this repeal, which
will deprive us of the opportunity for potential
savings achievable by leveraging the combined
purchasing power of the Federal Government,
States, and localities.

Section 640 of the bill prohibits the use of
appropriations to pay the salary of any officer
or employee of the Federal Government who
interferes with certain communications or con-
tacts between other Federal employees and

Members of Congress or congressional commit-
tees. I understand this provision is intended to
protect ‘‘whistleblower’’ employees who wish to
inform the Congress of evidence of violations
of law or other wrongdoing in the Government.
Any broader interpretation of the provision that
would apply to ‘‘nonwhistleblowers’’ would raise
substantial constitutional concerns in depriving
the President and his department and agency
heads of their ability to supervise and control
the operations and communications of the exec-
utive branch. I do not interpret this provision
to detract from my constitutional authority in
this way.

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining FY 1998 appropriations bills as
quickly as possible, and to send them to me
in an acceptable form.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 10, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2378, approved October 10, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–61.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval
Partial Birth Abortion Legislation
October 10, 1997

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my approval

H.R. 1122, which would prohibit doctors from
performing a certain kind of abortion. I am re-
turning H.R. 1122 for exactly the same reasons
I returned an earlier substantially identical
version of this bill, H.R. 1833, last year. My
veto message of April 10, 1996, fully explains
my reasons for returning that bill and applies
to H.R. 1122 as well. H.R. 1122 is a bill that
is consistent neither with the Constitution nor
sound public policy.

As I have stated on many occasions, I support
the decision in Roe v. Wade protecting a wom-
an’s right to choose. Consistent with that deci-
sion, I have long opposed late-term abortions,
and I continue to do so except in those instances
necessary to save the life of a woman or prevent
serious harm to her health. Unfortunately, H.R.

1122 does not contain an exception to the meas-
ure’s ban that will adequately protect the lives
and health of the small group of women in
tragic circumstances who need an abortion per-
formed at a late stage of pregnancy to avert
death or serious injury.

I have asked the Congress repeatedly, for al-
most 2 years, to send me legislation that in-
cludes a limited exception for the small number
of compelling cases where use of this procedure
is necessary to avoid serious health con-
sequences. When Governor of Arkansas, I
signed a bill into law that barred third-trimester
abortions, with an appropriate exception for life
or health. I would do so again, but only if the
bill contains an exception for the rare cases
where a woman faces death or serious injury.
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I believe the Congress should work in a bipar-
tisan manner to fashion such legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 10, 1997.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available the President’s earlier veto mes-
sage, dated April 10, 1996, which was published
in Public Papers of the Presidents: William J. Clin-
ton, 1996 Book I (Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1997), p. 567.

The President’s Radio Address
October 11, 1997

Good morning. We have worked hard to help
parents pass on their values to their children
and to protect them from bad influences. Today
I want to talk about a powerful new tool in
our arsenal to help parents and to protect our
children from the dangers of drugs.

Of all the investments we can make in our
children’s future, none is more important than
our fight against the greatest threat to their safe-
ty: illegal drugs. Under the leadership of our
national drug czar, General Barry McCaffrey,
we’ve fought to keep drugs away from our bor-
ders, off our streets, and out of our schools
with a tough and smart antidrug strategy. Work-
ing together with State and local law enforce-
ment, we’ve made real progress. But unless we
teach our children about the dangers of drugs,
our efforts will be in vain.

Make no mistake; without our guidance, chil-
dren are more likely to use drugs. Although
overall drug use has declined dramatically, drug
use by our young people has doubled. Among
eighth graders, typically 13 and 14 years old,
drug use has nearly tripled. We do not under-
stand all the reasons for these unsettling statis-
tics, but we do know this: While illegal drug
use by young people has risen, the number of
antidrug public service ads has fallen by more
than a third.

In the meantime, movies, music videos, and
magazines have filled the gap—and our chil-
dren’s minds—too often with warped images of
a dream world where drugs are cool. We know
that the media can powerfully affect our chil-
dren, for good or ill. That is why we acted
to protect our children from tobacco advertise-
ments and why we’ve urged the liquor industry
to refrain from running hard liquor ads on tele-
vision. Now we must take the next step and

give our children the straight facts: Drugs are
wrong, drugs are illegal, and drugs can kill you.

Young people who have not used illegal drugs
by the age of 21 probably never will use them.
That’s why we must reach our children with
the right message before it’s too late. I just
signed into law legislation that includes $195
million to launch an unprecedented high-profile,
prime-time media campaign to reach every child
in America between the ages of 9 and 17 at
least four times a week. For the very first time,
we’ll be able to use the full power of the
media—from television to the Internet to sports
marketing—to protect our children from drugs.
Teaching our children about the dangers of
drugs today can mean saving their lives and
our shared future tomorrow.

I am pleased that the Partnership for a Drug-
Free America and the Ad Council will serve
as advisers for this vitally important project. I’d
like to say a special word of thanks to the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America and its chair-
man, Jim Burke, for the outstanding example
they have already set in showing us what good
ads can do. And I urge business leaders all
over our country to help us reach our goal by
matching the funds that the Congress has appro-
priated. Finally, I ask all Americans to join in
this crusade.

Above all, I ask the entertainment industry
to do its part as well. Never glorify drugs; but
more important, tell our children the truth.
Show them that drug use is really a death sen-
tence. Use the power of your voice to teach
our children and to help shape our Nation’s
future.

Thanks for listening.
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