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Statement on the Death of James A. Michener
October 17, 1997

Hillary and I are greatly saddened by the
loss of one of our country’s most gifted story-
tellers, James A. Michener. Through his rich
narratives woven on the grandest scale, Mich-
ener made our imaginations soar and our history
come alive. From the sandy shores of the South
Pacific to the barren tundra of Alaska, we fol-
lowed Michener on epic journeys through time

and place, along the way celebrating such time-
honored virtues as patriotism, courage, and com-
mon sense. And even after achieving great fame
and wealth, Michener never forgot his humble
roots. He was a major benefactor to colleges
and writers’ groups, eventually donating much
of his fortune for the benefit of others. America
has lost a rich voice and a generous spirit.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 17, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1997.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary

threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm in
the United States and abroad. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities necessary to
maintain economic pressure on significant nar-
cotics traffickers centered in Colombia by block-
ing their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of ac-
cess to the U.S. market and financial system.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

The President’s Radio Address
October 18, 1997

Good morning. This week Hillary and I have
been visiting our neighbors in South America.
Along with the distinguished American delega-
tion of Congressmen, several Cabinet members,
and other members of the administration, we’ve
savored the hospitality and the uniqueness of

each country. But as we’ve traveled from Ven-
ezuela to Brazil to Argentina, we’ve also had
the chance to see that much more unites the
people of the Americas than separates us.
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