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And finally, let me say I think we have to
do more to attract more young people into
teaching as a career, particularly where the kids
need it the most. I have called upon Congress
to support a $350-million scholarship program
modeled on the National Medical Service Corps.
Those of us who come from rural States can
all remember how blessed our rural commu-
nities have been over the last several years, the
last couple of decades, by the doctors who were
educated in medical school with the National
Medical Service Corps and then went out to
some place where people had never seen a doc-
tor for years or where the town doctor had
died and no other young people would go and
how many people were helped by that. We need
to do that for our inner-city schools, for our
rural schools, for our poorest children.

This proposal would basically give a talented
young person an education in exchange for a
promise to teach children growing up in our
most underprivileged communities. It will
strengthen teacher training in colleges that work
directly with inner cities and with poor rural
schools. It is a good idea, and I hope you will
help me pass it, because the kids out there
who have the toughest neighborhoods to live
in and the toughest obstacles to overcome and
the parents in the most difficult circumstances,
they need the best teachers. They need them,
and we ought to try to help them get them.

And finally let me say just a simple thank
you for making a decision to spend your lives
on the future. If you really think about it, most

of us do things every day where, at the end
of the day, we can know that the major impact
of what we’ve done comes more or less right
after we do it. The major impact of what you
do will come perhaps after we’re not even
around anymore. You literally live your lives
based on a faith in the innate dignity and poten-
tial of every child that you may never see real-
ized. They may go off to some far-distant place
and do something, and the connection will be
broken. But you know what you’re doing is re-
newing this country in a constant and profound
way. And I think you for that.

Henry Adams once said that ‘‘Our teachers
affect eternity. They can never tell where their
influence stops.’’ You will never know where
your influence stops, but I can tell you, you
will know that it always begins here in Wash-
ington as long as Dick Riley and Jim Hunt and
Bill Clinton and the people that agree with us
have a job to do—[laughter]—have a job to
do and the energy to do it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in a pa-
vilion on the South Lawn at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to board-certified mas-
ter teacher Rebecca Palacios, who introduced the
President; Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr., of North Caro-
lina; and Barbara Kelley, chair, James A. Kelly,
president and chief executive officer, and Sarah
‘‘Sally’’ Mernissi, vice president for government
relations, National Board for Professional Teach-
ing Standards.

Remarks to the Asia Society and the United States-China Education
Foundation Board
October 24, 1997

Thank you very much, Ambassador Platt. I
thank the Asia Society and the U.S.-China Edu-
cation Foundation for bringing us together
today. I thank Senator Baucus and Congressmen
Dreier, Matsui, and Roemer for being here; Sec-
retary Albright, Ambassador Barshefsky, Na-
tional Security Adviser Berger, the other distin-
guished officials from the State Department.
And I thank especially the members of the dip-
lomatic corps who are here and the students.
And especially let me thank two of my favorite

people, Joe Duffey and Evelyn Lieberman, for
the work of the Voice of America and the USIA,
all that they do to promote the free flow of
ideas around the world.

Next week, when President Jiang Zemin
comes to Washington, it will be the first state
visit by a Chinese leader to the United States
for more than a decade. The visit gives us the
opportunity and the responsibility to chart a
course for the future that is more positive and
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more stable and hopefully more productive than
our relations have been for the last few years.

China is a great country with a rich and proud
history and a strong future. It will, for good
or ill, play a very large role in shaping the 21st
century in which the children in this audience
today, children all across our country, all across
China, and indeed all across the world, will live.

At the dawn of the new century, China stands
at a crossroads. The direction China takes to-
ward cooperation or conflict will profoundly af-
fect Asia, America, and the world for decades.
The emergence of a China as a power that
is stable, open, and nonaggressive, that embraces
free markets, political pluralism, and the rule
of law, that works with us to build a secure
international order, that kind of China, rather
than a China turned inward and confrontational,
is deeply in the interests of the American peo-
ple.

Of course, China will choose its own destiny.
Yet by working with China and expanding areas
of cooperation, dealing forthrightly with our dif-
ferences, we can advance fundamental American
interests and values.

First, the United States has a profound inter-
est in promoting a peaceful, prosperous, and
stable world. Our task will be much easier if
China is a part of that process, not only playing
by the rules of international behavior but help-
ing to write and enforce them.

China is a permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council. Its support was crucial
for peacekeeping efforts in Cambodia and build-
ing international mandates to reverse Iraq’s ag-
gression against Kuwait and restore democracy
to Haiti. As a neighbor of India and Pakistan,
China will influence whether these great democ-
racies move toward responsible cooperation both
with each other and with China.

From the Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea,
China’s need for a reliable and efficient supply
of energy to fuel its growth can make it a force
for stability in these strategically critical regions.
Next week, President Jiang and I will discuss
our visions of the future and the kind of stra-
tegic relationship we must have to promote co-
operation, not conflict.

Second, the United States has a profound in-
terest in peace and stability in Asia. Three times
this century, Americans have fought and died
in Asian wars; 37,000 Americans still patrol the
cold war’s last frontier, on the Korean DMZ.
Territorial disputes that could flare into crises

affecting America require us to maintain a
strong American security presence in Asia. We
want China to be a powerful force for security
and cooperation there.

China has helped us convince North Korea
to freeze and ultimately end its dangerous nu-
clear program. Just imagine how much more
dangerous that volatile peninsula would be today
if North Korea, reeling from food shortages,
with a million soldiers encamped 27 miles from
Seoul, had continued this nuclear program.

China also agreed to take part in the four-
party peace talks that President Kim and I pro-
posed with North Korea, the only realistic ave-
nue to a lasting peace. And China is playing
an increasingly constructive role in Southeast
Asia by working with us and the members of
ASEAN to advance our shared interests in eco-
nomic and political security.

Next week I’ll discuss with President Jiang
the steps we can take together to advance the
peace process in Korea. We’ll look at ways to
strengthen our military-to-military contacts, de-
creasing the chances of miscalculation and
broadening America’s contacts with the next
generation of China’s military leaders. And I
will reiterate to President Jiang America’s con-
tinuing support for our ‘‘one China’’ policy,
which has allowed democracy to flourish in Tai-
wan and Taiwan’s relationship with the PRC
to grow more stable and prosperous. The Tai-
wan question can only be settled by the Chinese
themselves peacefully.

Third, the United States has a profound inter-
est in keeping weapons of mass destruction and
other sophisticated weaponry out of unstable re-
gions and away from rogue states and terrorists.
In the 21st century, many of the threats to our
security will come not from great power conflict
but from states that defy the international com-
munity and violent groups seeking to undermine
peace, stability, and democracy. China is already
a nuclear power with increasingly sophisticated
industrial and technological capabilities. We
need its help to prevent dangerous weapons
from falling into the wrong hands.

For years, China stood outside the major
international arms control regimes. Over the
past decade, it has made important and welcome
decisions to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, the Chemical Weapons Convention, the
Biological Weapons Convention, and to respect
key provisions of the Missile Technology Control
Regime. Last year at the United Nations, I was
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proud to be the first world leader to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. China’s For-
eign Minister was the second leader to do so.

China has lived up to its pledge not to assist
unsafeguarded nuclear facilities in third coun-
tries, and it is developing a system of export
controls to prevent the transfer or sale of tech-
nology for weapons of mass destruction.

But China still maintains some troubling
weapons supply relationships. At the summit,
I will discuss with President Jiang further steps
we hope China will take to end or limit some
of these supply relationships and to strengthen
and broaden its export control system. And I
will make the case to him that these steps are,
first and foremost, in China’s interest because
the spread of dangerous weapons and tech-
nology would increase instability near China’s
own borders.

Fourth, the United States has a profound in-
terest in fighting drug trafficking and inter-
national organized crime. Increasingly, smug-
glers and criminals are taking advantage of Chi-
na’s vast territory and its borders with 15 nations
to move drugs and weapons, aliens, and the
proceeds of illegal activities from one point in
Asia to another or from Asia to Europe.

China and the United States already are co-
operating closely on alien smuggling, and China
has taken a tough line against narcotrafficking,
a threat to its children as well as our own.
Next week I will propose to President Jiang
that our law enforcement communities intensify
their efforts together.

Fifth, the United States has a profound inter-
est in making global trade and investment as
free, fair, and open as possible. Over the past
5 years, trade has produced more than one-
third of America’s economic growth. If we are
to continue generating good jobs and higher in-
comes in our country when we are just 4 per-
cent of the world’s population, we must continue
to sell more to the other 96 percent. One of
the best ways to do that is to bring China more
fully into the world’s trading system. With a
quarter of the world’s population and its fastest
growing economy, China could and should be
a magnet for our goods and services.

Even though American exports to China now
are at an all-time high, so, too, is our trade
deficit. In part, this is due to the strength of
the American economy and to the fact that
many products we used to buy in other Asian
countries now are manufactured in China. But

clearly, an important part of the problem re-
mains lack of access to China’s markets. We
strongly support China’s admission into the
World Trade Organization. But in turn, China
must dramatically improve access for foreign
goods and services. We should be able to com-
pete fully and fairly in China’s marketplace, just
as China competes in our own.

Tearing down trade barriers also is good for
China and for the growth of China’s neighbors
and, therefore, for the stability and future of
Asia. Next week, President Jiang and I will dis-
cuss steps China must take to join the WTO
and assume its rightful place in the world econ-
omy.

Finally, the United States has a profound in-
terest in ensuring that today’s progress does not
come at tomorrow’s expense. Greenhouse gas
emissions are leading to climate change. China
is the fastest growing contributor to greenhouse
gas emissions, and we are the biggest green-
house gas emitter. Soon, however, China will
overtake the United States and become the larg-
est contributor. Already, pollution has made res-
piratory disease the number one health problem
for China’s people. Last March, when he visited
China, Vice President Gore launched a joint
forum with the Chinese on the environment and
development so that we can work with China
to pursue growth and protect the environment
at the same time.

China has taken some important steps to deal
with its need for more energy and cleaner air.
Next week, President Jiang and I will talk about
the next steps China can take to combat climate
change. It is a global problem that must have
a global solution that cannot come without Chi-
na’s participation as well. We also will talk about
what American companies and technology can
do to support China in its efforts to reduce
air pollution and increase clean energy produc-
tion.

Progress in each of these areas will draw
China into the institutions and arrangements
that are setting the ground rules for the 21st
century: the security partnerships, the open
trade arrangements, the arms control regime,
the multinational coalitions against terrorism,
crime, and drugs, the commitments to preserve
the environment and to uphold human rights.
This is our best hope to secure our own interests
and values and to advance China’s in the historic
transformation that began 25 years ago when
China reopened to the world.
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As we all know, the transformation already
has produced truly impressive results. Twenty-
five years ago, China stood apart from and
closed to the international community. Now,
China is a member of more than 1,000 inter-
national organizations, from the International
Civil Aviation Organization to the International
Fund for Agricultural Development. It has
moved from the 22d largest trading nation to
the 11th. It is projected to become the second
largest trader, after the United States, by 2020.
And today, 40,000 young Chinese are studying
here in the United States, with hundreds of
thousands more living and learning in Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

China’s economic transformation has been
even more radical. Market reforms have spurred
more than two decades of unprecedented
growth, and the decision at the recently ended
15th Party Congress to sell off most all of Chi-
na’s big, state-owned industries promises to keep
China moving toward a market economy. The
number of people living in poverty has dropped
from 250 million to 58 million, even as China’s
population has increased by nearly 350 million.
Per capital income in the cities has jumped 550
percent in just the past decade.

As China has opened its economy, its people
have enjoyed greater freedom of movement and
choice of employment, better schools and hous-
ing. Today, most Chinese enjoy a higher stand-
ard of living than at any time in China’s modern
history. But as China has opened economically,
political reform has lagged behind.

Frustration in the West turned into con-
demnation after the terrible events in
Tiananmen Square. Now, nearly a decade later,
one of the great questions before the community
of democracies is how to pursue the broad and
complex range of our interests with China while
urging and supporting China to move politically
as well as economically into the 21st century.
The great question for China is how to preserve
stability, promote growth, and increase its influ-
ence in the world, while making room for the
debate and the dissent that are a part of the
fabric of all truly free and vibrant societies. The
answer to those questions must begin with an
understanding of the crossroads China has
reached.

As China discards its old economic order, the
scope and sweep of change has rekindled his-
toric fears of chaos and disintegration. In return,
Chinese leaders have worked hard to mobilize

support, legitimize power, and hold the country
together, which they see is essential to restoring
the greatness of their nation and its rightful
influence in the world. In the process, however,
they have stifled political dissent to a degree
and in ways that we believe are fundamentally
wrong, even as freedom from want, freedom
of movement, and local elections have increased.

This approach has caused problems within
China and in its relationship to the United
States. Chinese leaders believe it is necessary
to hold the nation together, to keep it growing,
to keep moving toward its destiny. But it will
become increasingly difficult to maintain the
closed political system in an ever more open
economy and society.

China’s economic growth has made it more
and more dependent on the outside world for
investment, markets, and energy. Last year it
was the second largest recipient of foreign direct
investment in the world. These linkages bring
with them powerful forces for change. Com-
puters and the Internet, fax machines and pho-
tocopiers, modems and satellites all increase the
exposure to people, ideas, and the world beyond
China’s borders. The effect is only just begin-
ning to be felt.

Today more than a billion Chinese have ac-
cess to television, up from just 10 million two
decades ago. Satellite dishes dot the landscape.
They receive dozens of outside channels, includ-
ing Chinese language services of CNN, Star TV,
and Worldnet. Talk radio is increasingly popular
and relatively unregulated in China’s 1,000 radio
stations. And 70 percent of China’s students reg-
ularly listen to the Voice of America.

China’s 2,200 newspapers, up from just 42
three decades ago, and more than 7,000 maga-
zines and journals are more open in content.
A decade ago, there were 50,000 mobile phones
in China; now there are more than 7 million.
The Internet already has 150,000 accounts in
China, with more than a million expected to
be on-line by the year 2000. The more ideas
and information spread, the more people will
expect to think for themselves, express their own
opinions, and participate. And the more that
happens, the harder it will be for their govern-
ment to stand in their way.

Indeed, greater openness is profoundly in
China’s own interest. If welcomed, it will speed
economic growth, enhance the world influence
of China, and stabilize society. Without the full
freedom to think, question, to create, China will
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be at a distinct disadvantage, competing with
fully open societies in the information age where
the greatest source of national wealth is what
resides in the human mind.

China’s creative potential is truly staggering.
The largest population in the world is not yet
among its top 15 patent powers. In an era where
these human resources are what really matters,
a country that holds its people back cannot
achieve its full potential.

Our belief that, over time, growing inter-
dependence would have a liberalizing effect in
China does not mean in the meantime we
should or we can ignore abuses in China of
human rights or religious freedom. Nor does
it mean that there is nothing we can do to
speed the process of liberalization.

Americans share a fundamental conviction
that people everywhere have the right to be
treated with dignity, to give voice to their opin-
ion, to choose their own leaders, to worship
as they please. From Poland to South Africa,
from Haiti to the Philippines, the democratic
saga of the last decade proves that these are
not American rights or Western rights or devel-
oped world rights, they are the birthrights of
every human being, enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Those who fight for human rights and against
religious persecution, at the risk of their jobs,
their freedom, even their lives, find strength
through knowledge that they are not alone, that
the community of democracies stands with
them. The United States, therefore, must and
will continue to stand up for human rights, to
speak out against their abuse in China or any-
where else in the world. To do otherwise would
run counter to everything we stand for as Amer-
icans.

Over the past year, our State Department’s
annual human rights report again pulled no
punches on China. We cosponsored a resolution
critical of China’s human rights record in Gene-
va, even though many of our allies had aban-
doned the effort. We continue to speak against
the arrest of dissidents and for a resumed dialog
with the Dalai Lama, on behalf of the people
and the distinct culture and unique identity of
the people of Tibet, not their political independ-
ence but their uniqueness.

We established Radio Free Asia. We are
working with Congress to expand its broadcast
and to support civil society and the rule of law
programs in China. We continue to pursue the

problem of prison labor, and we regularly raise
human rights in all our high-level meetings with
the Chinese.

We do this in the hope of a dialog. And
in dialog, we must also admit that we in America
are not blameless in our social fabric: Our crime
rate is too high; too many of our children are
still killed with guns; too many of our streets
are still riddled with drugs. We have things to
learn from other societies as well and problems
we have to solve. And if we expect other people
to listen to us about the problems they have,
we must be prepared to listen to them about
the problems we have.

This pragmatic policy of engagement, of ex-
panding our areas of cooperation with China
while confronting our differences openly and re-
spectfully, this is the best way to advance our
fundamental interests and our values and to pro-
mote a more open and free China.

I know there are those who disagree. They
insist that China’s interests and America’s are
inexorably in conflict. They do not believe the
Chinese system will continue to evolve in a way
that elevates not only the human material condi-
tion but the human spirit. They, therefore, be-
lieve we should be working harder to contain
or even to confront China before it becomes
even stronger.

I believe this view is wrong. Isolation of China
is unworkable, counterproductive, and poten-
tially dangerous. Military, political, and eco-
nomic measures to do such a thing would find
little support among our allies around the world
and, more importantly, even among Chinese
themselves working for greater liberty. Isolation
would encourage the Chinese to become hostile
and to adopt policies of conflict with our own
interests and values. It will eliminate, not facili-
tate, cooperation on weapons proliferation. It
would hinder, not help, our efforts to foster
stability in Asia. It would exacerbate, not amelio-
rate, the plight of dissidents. It would close off,
not open up, one of the world’s most important
markets. It would make China less, not more,
likely to play by the rules of international con-
duct and to be a part of an emerging inter-
national consensus.

As always, America must be prepared to live
and flourish in a world in which we are at odds
with China. But that is not the world we want.
Our objective is not containment and conflict,
it is cooperation. We will far better serve our

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 09:40 Oct 19, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00534 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\PUBPAPER\PUB_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1429

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Oct. 25

interests and our principles if we work with a
China that shares that objective with us.

Thirty years ago, President Richard Nixon,
then a citizen campaigning for the job I now
hold, called for a strategic change in our policy
toward China. Taking the long view, he said,
we simply cannot afford to leave China forever
outside the family of nations. There is no place
on this small planet for a billion of its potentially
most able people to live in angry isolation.

Almost two decades ago, President Carter
normalized relations with China, recognizing the
wisdom of that statement. And over the past
two and a half decades, as China has emerged
from isolation, tensions with the West have de-
creased; cooperation has increased; prosperity
has spread to more of China’s people. The
progress was a result of China’s decision to play
a more constructive role in the world and to
open its economy. It was supported by a far-
sighted American policy that made clear to
China we welcome its emergence as a great
nation.

Now, America must stay on that course of
engagement. By working with China and making
our differences clear where necessary, we can
advance our interests and our values and China’s
historic transformation into a nation whose
greatness is defined as much by its future as
its past.

Change may not come as quickly as we would
like, but as our interests are long-term, so must
our policies be. We have an opportunity to build
a new century in which China takes its rightful
place as a full and strong partner in the commu-
nity of nations, working with the United States
to advance peace and prosperity, freedom and
security for both our people and for all the
world. We have to take that chance.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Voice of America. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nicholas Platt, president,
The Asia Society; and President Kim Yong-sam
of South Korea.

The President’s Radio Address
October 25, 1997

The President. Good morning. I want to talk
to you today about the vital importance of mam-
mography in our fight against breast cancer. The
tragedy of breast cancer has touched the lives
of nearly every American family, including my
own. This year alone, 180,000 women will be
newly diagnosed with breast cancer and more
than 40,000 women will die from the devastating
disease.

Since I took office, fighting breast cancer has
been one of my top priorities. We’ve nearly
doubled funding for breast cancer research, pre-
vention, and treatment. The recent discovery of
two breast cancer genes by NIH scientists holds
out great promise for new prevention strategies,
and we continue to work to find a cure.

Until that day, we know that early detection
is the most potent weapon we possess in our
battle against breast cancer, and we know that
mammography is the best way to detect breast
cancer so that it can be treated before it’s too
late.

The First Lady and I have worked hard to
make mammograms available to more women
and to encourage more women to get mammo-
grams. The historic balanced budget I signed
into law last summer makes annual mammo-
grams far more affordable for women on Medi-
care and extends this potentially life-saving ben-
efit to all Medicare beneficiaries over the age
of 40.

Hillary has led our national campaign to edu-
cate women about the vital importance of mam-
mography, and I’d like to ask her to say a few
words about it.

The First Lady. Mammography can mean the
difference between life and death for millions
of women. Yet I know from my conversations
with women around the country, particularly
older women, that far too many think they don’t
need mammograms because they are past their
childbearing years. Others are afraid of mammo-
grams. Still others don’t know that their health
insurance covers the test.
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