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interests and our principles if we work with a
China that shares that objective with us.

Thirty years ago, President Richard Nixon,
then a citizen campaigning for the job I now
hold, called for a strategic change in our policy
toward China. Taking the long view, he said,
we simply cannot afford to leave China forever
outside the family of nations. There is no place
on this small planet for a billion of its potentially
most able people to live in angry isolation.

Almost two decades ago, President Carter
normalized relations with China, recognizing the
wisdom of that statement. And over the past
two and a half decades, as China has emerged
from isolation, tensions with the West have de-
creased; cooperation has increased; prosperity
has spread to more of China’s people. The
progress was a result of China’s decision to play
a more constructive role in the world and to
open its economy. It was supported by a far-
sighted American policy that made clear to
China we welcome its emergence as a great
nation.
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The President. Good morning. I want to talk
to you today about the vital importance of mam-
mography in our fight against breast cancer. The
tragedy of breast cancer has touched the lives
of nearly every American family, including my
own. This year alone, 180,000 women will be
newly diagnosed with breast cancer and more
than 40,000 women will die from the devastating
disease.

Since I took office, fighting breast cancer has
been one of my top priorities. We've nearly
doubled funding for breast cancer research, pre-
vention, and treatment. The recent discovery of
two breast cancer genes by NIH scientists holds
out great promise for new prevention strategies,
and we continue to work to find a cure.

Until that day, we know that early detection
is the most potent weapon we possess in our
battle against breast cancer, and we know that
mammography is the best way to detect breast
cancer so that it can be treated before it’s too
late.

Now, America must stay on that course of
engagement. By working with China and making
our differences clear where necessary, we can
advance our interests and our values and China’s
historic transformation into a nation whose
greatness is defined as much by its future as
its past.

Change may not come as quickly as we would
like, but as our interests are long-term, so must
our policies be. We have an opportunity to build
a new century in which China takes its rightful
place as a full and strong partner in the commu-
nity of nations, working with the United States
to advance peace and prosperity, freedom and
security for both our people and for all the
world. We have to take that chance.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
auditorium at the Voice of America. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nicholas Platt, president,
The Asia Society; and President Kim Yong-sam
of South Korea.

The First Lady and I have worked hard to
make mammograms available to more women
and to encourage more women to get mammo-
grams. The historic balanced budget I signed
into law last summer makes annual mammo-
grams far more affordable for women on Medi-
care and extends this potentially life-saving ben-
efit to all Medicare beneficiaries over the age
of 40.

Hillary has led our national campaign to edu-
cate women about the vital importance of mam-
mography, and I'd like to ask her to say a few
words about it.

The First Lady. Mammography can mean the
difference between life and death for millions
of women. Yet I know from my conversations
with women around the country, particularly
older women, that far too many think they don’t
need mammograms because they are past their
childbearing years. Others are afraid of mammo-
grams. Still others don’t know that their health
insurance covers the test.
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The National Mammography Campaign was
launched to dispel myths and fears about mam-
mography and to increase public awareness
about Medicare coverage of mammograms. In
the last 3 years, through community outreach,
public service announcements, and partnerships
with an energized business community, we have
made a lot of progress. Now we must work
even harder to reach women who, because of
income, language, or cultural barriers, are the
least likely to get mammograms.

The administration’s Horizons project is doing
exactly that, in six of our largest cities. This
week we received the project’s first report, and
it is teaching us a great deal about how to reach
older women who have not been getting mam-
mograms. We are looking forward to taking what
we have learned and bringing this knowledge
to communities all over the country.

The President. The success of our campaign
depends upon our ability to reach as many
women as possible. This week, the National
Cancer Institute is launching a wide-reaching
education program to provide health profes-
sionals and women and their families with sim-
ple, straightforward information about the new-

est research and recommendations for early de-
tection. These publications will reach thousands
of women with a simple message. Mammograms
are available, effective, and safe, and they can
save your life.

When women do go for a mammogram, we
must make sure they receive the highest quality
care. High-quality mammograms can detect the
vast majority of breast tumors and, when fol-
lowed by prompt treatment, can reduce the risk
of death by as much as 30 percent. Women
need and deserve that security.

That is why today I'm pleased to announce
new FDA regulations that will ensure medical
facilities, health providers, and detection equip-
ment are all held to the highest possible stand-
ards so that every woman gets the quality care
she needs when she needs it most. With these
steps, were giving women and their families
a powerful tool to fight breast cancer and new
hope that the fight can be won.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:47 p.m. on
October 24 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 25.
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Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for the
warm welcome. Thank you for singing “Happy
Birthday” to Hillary. I think the reason she—
[applause]—I think the reason she wanted to
come here is she wanted to make sure she got
an Italian birthday cake, and she did. [Laughter]

Thank you, Frank Guarini, for your warm
words and your friendship and for your service
on behalf of our country at the United Nations.
Thank you, Frank Stella, and I'm glad to see
all the Members of Congress here. We have
some members of the administration here. We
have Jack Valenti here, who lets me watch mov-
ies at the White House. [Laughter] The best
perk of being President is the movie theater,
plus knowing Jack Valenti. [Laughter]

I'm also very glad that the Deputy Prime
Minister of Italy, Walter Veltroni, is here, and
I thank him for his leadership. You know, I've
been spoiled coming to these dinners. A couple
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of years ago I came and Danny DeVito was
here, and he jumped in my lap. [Laughter] 1
was afraid Al Pacino would jump in my lap
tonight—{laughter]—but I had other choices.

I want to thank you for the people youre
honoring tonight for their service and for their
representation of the values of the National
American-Italian Foundation. Especially, I want
to thank you for honoring my friend Leon Pa-
netta. You heard Frank Guarini mention some,
but I must say not all, of the Italian-Americans
who have prominent positions in our administra-
tion. I'm sad to tell you that the complaint has
been filed with the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission claiming that I have over-
represented Italians in my administration—
[laughter]—and I plead guilty.

I can’t say enough about Leon Panetta. We
went to Rome together, and I spoke, and Leon
translated my speech. Most people thought he
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