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and more businesses are realizing that this can
be a good thing not only for our families and
our country but for businesses as well.

And again, let me say, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce launching a campaign to convince
every chamber in the country to join the effort
is the big next step, because you heard Russ
say, we’ve got 2,500 companies; when we get
10,000, we’ll really be talking turkey, and we’ll
be doing something that will make a big dent
in this nationwide.

I am delighted that we’ve had almost 2 mil-
lion people move off the welfare rolls since the
welfare reform law passed, almost 4 million peo-
ple in the last 5 years. But, you know, there
are a lot more folks out there, and we have
to do it. We are going to strengthen the work
requirements of welfare reform, but we need
to strengthen the support we give to people
to meet those work requirements.

Let me just say in closing that I think it
was obvious to anybody who was here today
that the most popular speakers were Tanya and
Jodee. What I want to say to you is, I’ve been
all over the country, and I’ve met a lot of people
who had a setback in life—many of them have
terribly abusive situations at home, almost every
one of them passionately devoted to the welfare
of their children—who thought they would be
stuck on welfare forever, and somehow they
made it out. And the real idea behind all of
this is, if some people can make it but every-
body wants to make it, it’s up to those of us
who have made it, as Russ said, to create a
system where everybody who wants to has a

shot. Because it’s important that we understand,
while Tanya and Jodee are remarkable people—
and I might add, such good speakers that they
might consider public office as a career option
in the future—[laughter]—they are not alone.
Their stories are mirrored by—there is a story
in every one of these graduates who stood up
here today. When they all stood up and we
clapped, every one of them has got a story like
their two stories. And what you have to know
is, every person out there in America who is
in a difficult situation has also got a story and
a heart and a mind. And most of them aren’t
in a program like this now and aren’t even close
to it.

That’s why we’re here. If you liked what you
saw when they spoke, you would love it if every-
body with that story could be standing before
a microphone in the community in which they
live making the same speech. That is what we’re
here to ensure. And thanks to Cessna, we’ve
got a lot better chance than we had before.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at the
Cessna Campus Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tanya Oden and Jodee Bradley, grad-
uates of the Cessna welfare-to-work program;
Russ Meyer, chief executive officer, Cessna; Eli
Segal, president and chief executive officer, Wel-
fare to Work Partnership; Michael Starnes, presi-
dent, U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Gov. William
Graves of Kansas; and Mayor Bob Knight of Wich-
ita.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Luxor, Egypt
November 17, 1997

Earlier today, I called President Mubarak of
Egypt to offer our Nation’s condolences to the
families of those killed in the terrorist assault
at Luxor this morning. The United States de-
plores and condemns this attack against innocent
tourists. Once again, we are reminded of a pain-

ful truth: Terrorism is a global threat. No nation
is immune. That is why all nations must redou-
ble our commitment to fight this scourge to-
gether.
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