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Nov. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

One of the finest people you ever met, this
man, Bill Lee, that I’ve nominated to head the
Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department,
a Chinese immigrant raised in Harlem, devoted
his entire life to the civil rights of people of
all colors in this country. The Senate Judiciary
Committee says they don’t really think they
should confirm him, even though he has sworn
to uphold the letter of the law, even though
he is unquestionably qualified—intellectually, in
terms of experience and moral character—be-
cause he agrees with me that we shouldn’t just
throw out all affirmative action.

This is an unusual position they’re taking: The
President must appoint someone to the Civil
Rights Division who is not committed to civil
rights in the way the President is. Now, if the
Democrats had felt that way, you wouldn’t have
half the people on the Supreme Court that are
on there today. If the Democratic majority in
the Senate had done a Republican President
that way, you wouldn’t have that.

There are differences in terms of what we
do and how we do it. That’s why I’m here
tonight. I’m telling you, the next 50 years can
be the best years this country ever had. If I
told you 5 years ago, come back in 5 years
and we’ll have the lowest unemployment rate
in 24 years, the lowest crime rate in 24 years,
the biggest drop in welfare in history, and the
environment will be improving even though the
economy is growing, you would have said, ‘‘I’ll
take that bet.’’ And you’d be darn proud of
it. And if I said, ‘‘Oh, and by the way, we’ll
have passed the family and medical leave law,

we’ll give families tax cuts for their children
and for their children’s education, and if they’ll
adopt other children that need a home, we’ll
cut their taxes,’’ you would like that. All that
has happened because of choices that have been
made. And I believe the direction that our party
has taken has led the way toward building an
American future where we can go forward to-
gether.

That’s the last thing I’ll say. Just look around
the theater on your way out. How do you want
to feel about America? How do want to feel
about American politics? Do you want to make
it lift your eyes and you feel big and you want
to take a deep breath? Or do you want it to
be a mean-spirited, divisive, demeaning, dimin-
ishing experience? I have tried to give this coun-
try a unifying vision. I have tried to heal the
divisions of the country. I have tried to minimize
the sharpness of the partisan debate. But I am
prouder tonight to be a Democrat than I was
5 years ago. And I am prouder tonight because
I know things I could never have known before
I became President about the importance of
every single solitary vote in the United States
Senate.

He is a good man, and if you will work for
a year, you’ll make him a Senator.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. on the stage
at the Fox Theater. In his remarks, he referred
to Leon and Mary Strauss, owners of the theater;
and Mr. Nixon’s opponent, incumbent Senator
Christopher S. Bond.

Joint Statement on U.S.-Kazakhstan Relations
November 18, 1997

During their November 18, 1997 meeting in
Washington, D.C., Presidents Clinton and
Nazarbayev underscored the special importance
they attach to the close and productive relation-
ship between the United States and Kazakhstan.

Deepening this partnership is key to pro-
moting Kazakhstan’s security, independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity and democratic
development, as well as the stability and eco-
nomic prosperity of the region as a whole.

The two Presidents restated their strong com-
mitment to the goals set forth in the ‘‘Charter
on Democratic Partnership Between the United
States of America and the Republic of
Kazakhstan,’’ signed by the two Presidents in
February 1994. Recognizing the growing eco-
nomic and commercial ties between the two na-
tions, the two Presidents expressed their strong
support for the ‘‘Action Program on Economic
Partnership,’’ signed in Washington, November
18, 1997, by President Nazarbayev and Vice
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President Gore, in their capacity as co-chairmen
of the U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission.
Kazakhstan’s commitment to accelerate reform,
as outlined in the Action Program, will advance
the development of a free market economy and
underscores the great potential benefits of in-
vestment in the country’s natural resources and
industrial infrastructure. The United States is
committed to support economic reform in
Kazakhstan through a robust program of tech-
nical assistance and cooperation.

The two Presidents noted the important role
played by U.S. commercial firms in Kazakhstan’s
economy since 1991. Extensive U.S. investment
in the development and transport of
Kazakhstan’s energy resources has particularly
contributed to the mutual goal of rapid energy
development in the Caspian region.

Presidents Clinton and Nazarbayev agreed on
the need to adopt a Caspian Sea legal regime
that establishes a clear division of property rights
based on the division of seabed resources. The
construction of multiple pipeline routes to ex-
port hydrocarbons to world markets, including
pipelines across the Caspian Sea, will advance
economic development in Kazakhstan and pro-
mote regional stability and security.

The two Presidents agreed on the need to
strengthen regional cooperation, including
through the establishment of an east-west Eur-
asian transport corridor and stronger efforts to
resolve the environmental crisis in the Aral Sea
basin.

President Clinton welcomed Kazakhstan’s ef-
forts to integrate itself into the global economy
and pledged continued U.S. support for
Kazakhstani accession to the World Trade Orga-
nization, on commercial terms generally applied
to newly acceding members.

The two Presidents reviewed Kazakhstan’s
progress towards creating a society based on de-
mocracy, the rule of law and respect for human
rights. President Clinton expressed strong sup-
port for the holding of free and fair parliamen-
tary elections in 1999 and presidential elections
in 2000, which will serve as a demonstration

of Kazakhstan’s commitment to democratic prin-
ciples.

Presidents Clinton and Nazarbayev noted the
positive evolution of defense cooperation be-
tween the United States and Kazakhstan, as well
as the continuing progress in Kazakhstan’s inte-
gration into emerging European security struc-
tures, including NATO’s Partnership for Peace
and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council. The
successful CENTRASBAT–97 peacekeeping ex-
ercise that took place in September 1997 is a
concrete example of cooperation aimed at pro-
moting regional stability. The two Presidents re-
newed their commitment to regional security co-
operation, including enhanced bilateral military-
to-military cooperation, as reflected in the De-
fense Cooperation and Military Contact Plans
for 1998, signed during President Nazarbayev’s
visit.

The two Presidents praised the extensive U.S.-
Kazakhstani cooperation on issues related to
non-proliferation of nuclear and non-nuclear
weapons. During President Nazarbayev’s visit to
Washington, agreements were signed on Peace-
ful Nuclear Cooperation, Defense Cooperation
on Counter-Proliferation, and Long-term Dis-
position of Aktau BN–350 Nuclear Material,
among other agreements.

President Clinton welcomed President
Nazarbayev’s firm commitment to prevent the
transfer of technology and materials associated
with weapons of mass destruction, and sophisti-
cated military technologies, to countries that
pose a threat to regional and global security.
The United States and Kazakhstan agreed to
establish a regular experts’ dialogue on non-pro-
liferation issues.

The two Presidents also discussed the serious
threats posed by international terrorism, nar-
cotics trafficking, and international criminal ac-
tivity and committed their governments to ex-
pand cooperation in combating them.

NOTE: The related memorandum of November
17 on the Kazakhstan-U.S. agreement on peaceful
nuclear cooperation is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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