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Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his wife, Carolyn; former
Secretary of State Warren M. Christopher; former
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance; Gen. Colin
Powell, USA (Ret.), former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; Ambassadors to the United States
Eliahu Ben-Elissar of Israel, Marwan Jamil

Muashir of Jordan, and Ahmed Maher al-Sayed
of Egypt; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority; and Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel. The Rabin Foundation and
the Peres Foundation jointly established the Man
of Peace Award.

Statement on the Korean Peninsula Peace Process
November 21, 1997

I am pleased with the agreement reached
today in New York to begin plenary talks on
December 9 in Geneva to achieve a lasting
peace on the Korean Peninsula. It carries for-
ward the four-party peace initiative President
Kim Yong-sam and I launched in April 1996.
In Geneva, the four parties—the United States,
the Republic of Korea, the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea, and the People’s Republic
of China—will together discuss how we can se-
cure a stable and permanent peace on the Ko-
rean Peninsula. There is a lot of hard work
ahead. But this is an important first step and
the United States is prepared to be a full part-
ner in helping the Korean people build a future
of peace.

The President’s Radio Address
November 22, 1997

Good morning. Today I’d like to speak to
you about a breakthrough for education, our
agreement to move forward with national tests
to make sure every schoolchild masters the ba-
sics. The best way to give our children the
world-class education they need to thrive in the
21st century is by setting high standards of aca-
demic achievement. When we fail to encourage
our children and expect a lot of them, we in
fact encourage them to fail. That’s why I’ve
called upon America to join me in raising edu-
cational standards and adopting national exams
to measure our progress at meeting the stand-
ards.

We’ve now taken a significant step forward
in this effort. Last week I signed an education
bill that supports the high national standards
and the development of the first-ever voluntary
tests of fourth graders in reading and eighth
graders in math. And as I had recommended
to Congress, we put control of the tests in the
hands of the independent, bipartisan National
Assessment Governing Board, often called
NAGB. Congress created NAGB a decade ago;

it includes Governors and legislators of both par-
ties, business leaders, parents, and teachers.

I’m pleased to be joined in the White House
by the NAGB board members, who have just
convened for the first time since taking on their
new responsibilities, and they’ve just presented
me with their plan for developing the national
tests, including a pilot test next fall. Several new
members have been appointed to help, including
Diane Ravitch, an Assistant Secretary of Edu-
cation under President Bush; Lynn Marmer, the
president of the Cincinnati school board; and
Jo Ann Pottorff, a member of the Kansas Legis-
lature. I’m grateful they’ve agreed to take on
this important role.

I’m confident the board will ensure that the
new tests measure what they should, the ba-
sics—nothing more, nothing less. These tests
will be national, not Federal. And as Diane
Ravitch has said, they’ll be a yardstick, not a
harness. They’re a vital measuring tool to help
parents, teachers, and school officials demand
accountability and excellence.

This is a landmark step toward putting high
standards in the classroom and keeping politics
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