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Nov. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on the Death of Jorge Mas Canosa
November 23, 1997

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Jorge Mas Canosa, Chairman
of the Advisory Board for Cuba Broadcasting
and long-time champion of a free Cuba.

It was Jorge’s vision which ultimately led to
the creation of Radio Marti by Congress enact-
ing the Radio Broadcasting to Cuba Act in 1983,
to encourage the communication of accurate in-
formation and ideas to the people of Cuba. He
served as Chairman of the Advisory Board from
its inception.

Jorge was a born leader and organizer, whose
tenacity, strength of conviction, and passion I

greatly admired. He galvanized his community,
his adopted country, and people around the
world for the cause of freedom and democracy
in Cuba. We have lost a forceful voice for free-
dom in Cuba and elsewhere, but his dream lives
on. He will be missed.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Irma, and his sons, Jorge, Juan, and Jose. Hillary
and I join the Cuban-American community and
others around the world who care for the cause
of freedom in Cuba in mourning his loss.

Statement on the Effectiveness of Anticrime Measures
November 23, 1997

Crime rates continue to fall dramatically
throughout the country, and it’s no accident.
With community police at the center of our
efforts, we have worked to give communities
the tools they need to rid their neighborhoods
of gangs, guns, and drugs. We have made real
progress: There are nearly 5,000 fewer murders
annually in America today than in 1993.

Now we need to take juvenile crime head
on. The spending bill I will sign next week in-
cludes more than $100 million to hire scores

of local prosecutors, probation officers, and oth-
ers to crack down on gangs. With these provi-
sions, coupled with new after-school programs
and a $195 million anti-drug media campaign,
we can begin to pursue a strategy that works
to keep all of our youth on track.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on November 23,
but it was embargoed for release until 6 p.m.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Jiang Zemin
of China in Vancouver
November 24, 1997

Situation in Iraq
Q. President Clinton, if we might, could we

have a question about Iraq? I wondered why
it was so important that the U.N. inspectors
be able to—why is it critical that they see these
palaces which Saddam Hussein now has made
off limits?

President Clinton. Well, let me say, first of
all, like all issues, this should be looked at on
the basis of the real underlying facts. The term

‘‘palace’’ has a different meaning in Iraq than
it would to the ordinary American. The ordinary
American would hear the word ‘‘palace,’’ and
they would think, a very fancy residence for
a head of state or a member of a royal family.

There are 78 such palaces in Iraq. Many of
them are huge compounds. Some of them actu-
ally encompass more land than Washington, DC,
does. So to put 78 palaces, when you look at
what they really are, off limits according to Mr.
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