
1678

Dec. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

When our finance ministers met in Manila,
we agreed that that was the formula that we
would try to follow: that the country would
reach a strong agreement with the IMF, and
then if more funds were needed, at least in
a backup situation, if the IMF fund should not
be enough, then the United States, Japan, and
others, in accordance with their ability, would
be there to do that. I think we should be pre-
pared to do that in the case of Korea if there’s
a strong agreement that has a high likelihood
of restoring stability and confidence.

Internet Antipornography Agreement
Q. How do you regard the antipornography

agreement—[inaudible]—Mr. President—[in-
audible]——

The President. I hope it works. I encouraged
them to do it, and I’m glad they’re doing it.
I wish them well.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House prior to a
meeting with the economic team. In his remarks,
he referred to President Jiang Zemin of China.

Memorandum on Integration of HIV Prevention in Federal Programs
Serving Youth
December 1, 1997

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Integration of HIV Prevention in
Federal Programs Serving Youth

Adolescence marks a major rite of passage,
a transition from childhood to adulthood. It is
a period of significant physical, social, and intel-
lectual growth and change. It is also a period
of experimentation and risk-taking. The choices
that young people make during these years pro-
foundly affect their chances of becoming
healthy, responsible, and productive adults.

Unfortunately, too many young people lack
the support and self-esteem needed to make
sound decisions, and end up putting their lives
and their futures at risk. Today, it is estimated
that one-quarter of all new HIV infections in
the United States occur in young people be-
tween the ages of 13 and 21. This means that
two Americans under the age of 21 become
infected with HIV every hour of every day. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention re-
ports that in some communities as many as one
in thirty 18- and 19-year olds may be HIV-
positive.

For young people who become infected, there
are promising new treatments available to help
them live longer and more productive lives. Yet
these treatments only forestall the progression
of the disease; they do not constitute a cure.
In fact, AIDS is the sixth leading cause of death
among young people 15–24 years old (and the

leading cause of death among African Americans
of the same age group). The loss of so many
young Americans to this terrible epidemic is a
threat to this Nation and should serve as a call
to action.

My Administration is firmly committed to
doing everything within its power to end the
AIDS epidemic. That includes finding a cure
for those already infected as well as a vaccine
to keep others from developing the disease. This
commitment also includes reaching out in new
ways to enable young people to protect them-
selves from acquiring or spreading HIV infec-
tion.

Accordingly, I hereby direct:
• That each Federal agency, within 90 days,

working with the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) and the Office
of National AIDS Policy (ONAP) identify
all programs under its control that serve
young people ages 13–21 and that offer
a significant opportunity for preventing
HIV infection; and

• That each Federal agency, in collaboration
with the HHS and ONAP, develop within
180 days a specific plan through which said
programs could increase access to HIV pre-
vention and education information, as well
as to supportive services and care for those
already infected.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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NOTE: The related proclamation of December 1
on the observance of World AIDS Day is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Interview With Jodi Enda of Knight-Ridder Newspapers
December 1, 1997

President’s Thanksgiving Holiday
The President. How are you doing?
Ms. Enda. Great. How are you?
The President. I’m great. I had a great week-

end; I’m in good humor.
Ms. Enda. Got a lot of golf in, I see.
The President. I played twice, and I saw tons

of movies. I had my whole, huge—my little ex-
tended family was there; both my nephews were
there. We had lots of folks there. I liked it.
We must have had 20 people at Thanksgiving
dinner, and I liked it.

President’s Initiative on Race
Ms. Enda. Oh, that’s great. Well, I know we

don’t have a lot of time, so let’s get to this
race issue.

When we talked about race last, way back
in February, you said you wanted to embark
on a major initiative that would change the cul-
ture of America. Now we’re halfway through
your one-year program, and there’s been a lot
of criticism that things have been a little bit
slow. And I was wondering what you intend
to do in the next 6 months and how you feel
about this criticism.

The President. I think some of it’s justified.
I think it took time to get the board—to get
it organized, to get it staffed up, to get started.
And that’s why I always left open the possibility
of having this thing take more than a year. I
mean, I may want to do some things—I’m cer-
tain that I want to do some things after the
year elapses, but we may be able to have the
major report to the American people I want
within a year’s time. But I think some of that’s
justified.

On the other hand, I think the board now
is working very hard. Judy Winston and our
staff are working very hard. We’re beginning
to get some of our specific policy initiatives out.
The announcement I made for the scholarship
program for people to teach in inner-city areas,

the work that Secretary Cuomo is doing on dis-
crimination in housing and trying to find com-
munity-based solutions so you won’t just be
dealing with individual acts of discrimination but
you’ll be changing the environment—we’ll have
a lot more of those coming up in civil rights
enforcement, in education, in the economy, a
lot of other things like that. So I think you’ll
see a lot more policy initiatives coming out.

We will have—we’ll be doing—the second
thing we said we would do is to basically talk
about what’s working, put out—set the facts of
racial life, if you will, in America today, put
out promising practices, recruit leaders; I think
you’ll see a lot of that.

And the dialog will become increasingly more
public and pitched to a wider national audience,
beginning with this townhall meeting. We’ve
been spending a lot of time, and we’ll continue
to do that, meeting with small groups of peo-
ple—I have here in the White House and, of
course, the board has. But I want to notch up
the public dialog, and I think this is a good
time to be doing that.

So, on balance, I’m quite pleased with the
people that have been involved, with the efforts
they’re making, and with the number of people
who want to be involved and who complain
when they’re not. I think that’s a healthy thing,
too. That shows that people are interested in
talking about this and working on it and trying
to get it right. So, on balance, I’m quite upbeat.

We got off to a little bit of a slow start,
but that partly was my fault because I an-
nounced it, and then we had to put it together.
I mean, we knew what we wanted to do, but
we had—it just takes time to put something
together. And now I think we’re running well
now, and I think it will get better.

Ms. Enda. What other kinds of policy initia-
tives are forthcoming?

The President. Well, I know we’ll have one
on civil rights enforcement, for example. We’re
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