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the Cabinet, these things are extremely lauda-
tory. I’m glad they want to be in NATO, and
I think that they should get consideration. I
just don’t think at this time that they should
be admitted. That’s what I believe. And I think
there are a lot of other countries who feel that.

But we have to reach a consensus decision, and
that’s where I think—I hope and believe that’s
where we’ll come out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. at the
Miguel Angel Hotel.

Remarks Following Discussions With President of the Government
Jose Maria Aznar of Spain and an Exchange With Reporters in Madrid
July 7, 1997

President Aznar. President Clinton and his
family, at the invitation of Their Majesty, the
King and Queen of Spain, have spent a few
days in Mallorca. I hope they have been good
days in Mallorca, a mini-holiday. I had the op-
portunity to join them yesterday, again at the
invitation of His Majesty, the King. I think I
was meant to torture President Clinton’s holiday
for a few moments, and we discussed at length
a number of issues.

It is my pleasure to officially welcome Presi-
dent Clinton and his delegation to Madrid. We
have just had a meeting, a continuation of yes-
terday’s conversations, and the meeting was of
tremendous interest. We talked about the sum-
mit which begins tomorrow in Madrid. I hope
that this will represent a decisive contribution
to security and peace in the world. We hope
that is the case, and it will be if we engage
in a constructive spirit, the spirit which presides
the Atlantic alliance.

Advances have been made in the negotiations
for the internal reform of the alliance, and we
have all made efforts to secure the necessary
consensus on enlargement of the Atlantic alli-
ance. Sufficient elements are in place so that
the summit which begins tomorrow can be the
point of departure for improving the security
and cooperation in the Atlantic alliance. And
we hope that conversations can conclude soon
on internal reform for the security and defense
of Europe, proceed with enlargement and to
sign the historic agreement between the Ukraine
and Russia and Atlantic alliance.

I’ve spoken to President Clinton. I told him
that Spain hopes to achieve considerable ad-
vances during this summit, bearing in mind
Spain’s Parliament decision on the referendum
on NATO. And we hope to join the military

command of NATO once the command is fully
defined and our interests are safeguarded. Presi-
dent Clinton knows that Spain is deeply inter-
ested in having a positive outcome to this situa-
tion.

We discussed bilaterally issues of common in-
terest to us in other parts of the world. Our
bilateral relations are excellent, I must say, rela-
tions between the United States and Spain. We
already had an opportunity to talk a couple of
months ago in Washington, and I hope that
these conversations and this visit are a good
example of how to engage in permanent and
fruitful dialog between the United States and
Spain.

Thank you very much. And I give the floor
to the President of the United States, Mr. Clin-
ton.

President Clinton. Thank you very much. Mr.
Prime Minister, it is wonderful to be back in
Spain. And let me thank you again, along with
the King and the Queen and the people of
Spain, for the very warm hospitality that my
family and I have experienced in Mallorca. And
it is great to be back in Madrid and to be
with you again. As you said, we had a very
good visit in Washington in the springtime, and
then we also saw each other in Paris when the
NATO leaders met to forge our compact with
Russia.

The NATO Summit that begins tomorrow is
a milestone in our work to adapt NATO to
a new Europe and a new century, so that it
can meet new security challenges, open the door
to new members, reach out to new partners.
This new mission for NATO is designed to se-
cure a Europe that is undivided, democratic,
and at peace for the first time in history. And
it is very appropriate that Spain should be the
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host of this summit, because, after all, NATO
last admitted a new member 15 years ago, and
that new member was Spain.

When Spain joined NATO and the European
Union, Spain strengthened both institutions and
fortified its own newfound freedoms. Now it
is one of democracy’s staunchest friends and
NATO’s strongest leaders. And let me say to
you, we welcome Spain’s intention to take her
full place in NATO’s integrated military struc-
ture as we complete a new command structure.

This will also greatly strengthen the bonds
of our alliance. It will greatly strengthen our
alliance, and along with the steps that we will
take over the next 2 days, I am sure we will
promote a greater sharing of responsibility be-
tween America and Europe as we try to create
an even stronger partnership with richer democ-
racies for a new century.

Finally, Mr. Prime Minister, let me thank you
again for hosting this summit and for the strong
leadership you have shown in so many areas.
I’m looking forward to the work ahead of us
in the next couple of days and to the future
we are trying to make together.

Thank you very much.

Elections in Mexico
Q. Thank you very much for being here, and

welcome here in Spain. I’m a reporter from
Televisa. Let me ask you this at least in Spanish,
anyway, Mr. President. As you know, elections
were held in Mexico yesterday. I’d like to know
what your opinion and the Spanish Prime Min-
ister’s opinion is with respect to Mr. Cardenas’
victory. To what extent do you think those elec-
tions might influence the relations between the
United States and Mexico?

President Clinton. It’s interesting you ask this
question because we have just discussed it, and
I believe that the Prime Minister is a step ahead
of me. He’s already called President Zedillo,
and they’ve had a visit. But we support the
elections, and we support the expression of pop-
ular will by the people of Mexico. The United
States wants to be a good partner and a good
friend. We share a long border. We share much
common heritage. We have many of the same
problems with the narcotics and many of the
same opportunities with economic growth. And
we believe that anything that adds to Mexico’s
strength as a democracy is good for our common
future.

These elections, insofar as they gave the Mexi-
can people an opportunity for the open, free
expression of their will, are good for that rela-
tionship and good for the future. It doesn’t mat-
ter how they came out. That was for the Mexi-
can people to decide. And we applaud that.

President Aznar. I have already congratulated
President Zedillo’s election yesterday. I have al-
ready mentioned this to President Clinton. For
us, it is a source of satisfaction that the political
process in Mexico, in terms of quality, has taken
a step forward after yesterday’s elections. The
elections were held in a very satisfactory way,
and human rights were fully respected.

NATO Participation
Q. Mr. President, what do you think of the

French deciding not to add to the military struc-
ture—their own troops and so forth, as the
Spanish have done?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, the Span-
ish Government—and the leader who is here,
he certainly can speak for himself, but Spain
has said that they want to be a part of the
integrated military structure, but there are cer-
tain specifics we have to work out. And Spain
should, obviously, take a very aggressive view
of its own interest in trying to work through
those things. And I have encouraged all of our
people to try to cooperate, to work it out in
a way that is military defensible. That is, keep
in mind, NATO is first and foremost a defense
structure, and whatever we do has to make
sense from a security point of view. But Spain
is working through these issues. And I feel com-
fortable they will be worked through.

Now, with regard to France, at least in the
United States, these issues are quite well known.
We believe that there should be a new NATO
command structure. We believe that more of
the command positions should be given over
to Europe and to everybody that is in the com-
mand structure, including France, should France
decide to do that.

What we have said is that we do not believe
that the United States should give up one single
command—the command of AFSOUTH it’s
called—because that’s where the United States
6th Fleet is. And except for the position of
our troops in Germany and Japan and South
Korea, the 6th Fleet is our biggest asset beyond
our borders and the major asset of AFSOUTH.
But beyond that, we believe the French, if they
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join the military structure, should be involved
in the command, and we want to support it.

So I hope as soon as the summit is over,
NATO can resume negotiations with the French
and by the end of the year, both Spain and
France will be in the integrated command struc-
ture. They are very great countries; they should
be in the command structure.

Q. What are the Spanish caveats to joining
the military structure?

President Aznar. I am maintaining the Spanish
Government’s favorable position to conclude the
process of integration in the military structure.
That is our Government’s agreement. It is the
majority consensus of Spain’s Parliament. We
have already taken a number of steps in that
direction. I think things are going very well as
regards the prior work for concluding the new
command structure.

Spain, needless to say, has its own interests
that have to be safeguarded, but these have
been covered, more or less, by a general frame-
work. There are some technical problems that
still have to be ironed out, but I think that
with the impetus given by the Madrid Summit,
between now and the end of the year, particu-
larly in the month of December, I think we
can take the definitive decision to join the full
integrated military structure, with all the con-
sequences that entails, as Spain, which wants
to shoulder its responsibilities and a country
which wants to be present at a very ideal mo-
ment in history to contribute with its assets to
peace and cooperation in the world, in the At-
lantic, and particularly in the areas of interest
to Spain.

One last question, please. We are very pushed
for time, I’m sorry.

Q. A lot has been made of the United States
position accepting just three countries. If a fur-
ther enlargement took place, does Spain think
that Spain’s interests have not been fulfilled?
The three-country enlargement is—[inaudible]—
if Spain has been prepared to negotiate further?
Has Spain’s position been strengthened within
the Atlantic alliance?

This is a step forward—a specific question,
please—if Spain does not join the full integrated
military structure, will a new command struc-
ture—if it doesn’t achieve a new command
structure, will it be disappointed?

President Clinton. That’s your question.
President Aznar. I’m convinced things will

move along the lines I mentioned just a few
moments ago. I think within a few months,

Spain will be in the integrated military structure.
That is in Spain’s interest, in the Atlantic alli-
ance’s interest. I did say there were some tech-
nical difficulties that have to be ironed out, and
they will be ironed out.

As regards enlargement, can I just say that
we will make every effort to arrive at a con-
sensus with regard to enlargement, and that con-
sensus will ensure that the summit is a mile-
stone, a success in terms of cooperation and
security.

President Clinton. If I could just add to what
Prime Minister Aznar said, we believe that the
NATO doors should remain open. We do not
believe we should close the doors on the aspira-
tions of any democracy in Europe.

As regards Romania and Slovenia, we applaud
the work they have done in embracing democ-
racy and in showing a willingness to share the
responsibilities of preserving the peace in the
future and resolving border disputes and ethnic
difficulties. These things are to be applauded.
And we do not believe they should be told that
they can never be in NATO or that it would
be decades upon decades. We believe, however,
that each particular decision that should be
made should be based on the military as well
as the political imperatives of assuming the re-
sponsibilities of membership.

But nothing the United States has said should
be viewed in any way as a negative for the
future prospects of either of these countries or
others as well.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, do you expect the NATO

Summit to change the rules of engagement for
the SFOR troops in Bosnia to permit a more
aggressive effort to capture war criminals? And
a related question, is there a plan by—or have
the CIA and Special Forces put together a plan
that would lead to the apprehension of Mr.
Karadzic?

President Clinton. I think the—you’ve asked
me two questions, and I will give what I believe
is an appropriate answer. The War Crimes Tri-
bunal is a part of the Dayton agreement, and
we believe everyone should support the Dayton
agreement in all its parts, including that one.
We have. And insofar as it’s been free to oper-
ate, I think it has been a positive force. And
I think it should continue to do so, and I believe
we should support it in all ways that are appro-
priate. So that is what I would say about that.
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I do not expect there to be a statement here
explicitly dealing with the rules of engagement.
I think we will have a statement about Bosnia
which will make it clear that all of us believe—
and we just had a discussion about this, and
we discussed it before on Mallorca—we believe
that we have to do more to implement every
element of Dayton. I think a lot of us are impa-
tient that perhaps even we have not done as
much as we should have on all of the elements
of Dayton.

Thank you.

NOTE: President Aznar, Spain’s Prime Minister,
spoke at 8:43 p.m. in the Residence at the
Moncloa Palace. In his remarks, President Clinton
referred to King Juan Carlos I and Queen Sofia
of Spain and President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico.
Reporters referred to Mexico City Mayor-elect
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas and Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Remarks Prepared for Delivery to the North Atlantic Council in Madrid
July 8, 1997

Mr. Secretary General; Prime Minister Aznar;
fellow leaders. First I would like to thank Prime
Minister Aznar for his hospitality in hosting this
important meeting. I am also very pleased to
be joined in Madrid by leading Members of
our Congress, from both Houses and both par-
ties.

Three and a half years ago in Brussels, we
began to construct a new NATO for a new
Europe, taking on new missions and new part-
ners. Part of that effort included changes in
NATO’s command structure. I want to confirm
my belief that we will make the alliance stronger
by continuing to develop the European Security
and Defense Identity and giving Europe a great-
er role within NATO. By working toward a sim-
plified, more efficient military command struc-
ture, we will be better able to meet the de-
mands of new missions.

In this regard, I welcome Spain’s intention
to fully integrate into NATO’s military com-
mand. And I truly hope that in the very near
future France will join a reformed command
structure on terms acceptable to France and
consistent with the military effectiveness of the
alliance.

With respect to enlargement, I believe we
should make our alliance broader by inviting
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic into
NATO, for the following reasons. Over the past
7 years, these are the countries that have proved
their readiness to join us at this table. While
their work is still in progress, they have met
the highest standards of democratic and market

reform. They have now pursued those reforms
long enough to give us confidence they are irre-
versible, just as our offer of NATO membership
is irreversible. It is important to remember that
fact when we make our decision. There is no
precedent for removing or disinviting members
from the alliance.

Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
have settled outstanding disputes with their
neighbors. They have established civilian control
of their armed forces and shown that they are
prepared to meet the stiff military requirements
NATO demands. I believe we can afford the
cost to ourselves of adding these three countries
to NATO’s strength.

I also believe that these three countries’
smooth and successful integration will create
momentum for others to follow. Today, we must
commit to keep the door of this alliance open
to all those ready to meet the responsibilities
of membership. I believe we should exclude no
European democracy. There are other states
that are close to being fully qualified to join.
When they are ready and the time is right,
I believe we should welcome them.

We should not discount the other steps that
NATO is taking with its partners. Tomorrow
we will hold the first summit-level meeting of
the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council. I am
sure that every one of us is happily surprised
by just how successful the Partnership For
Peace has been in enabling more than two
dozen countries to work closely with NATO.
The new Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council will
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