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of Evangelicals, and Rabbi Arthur Schneier and
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Newark,
Theodore McCarrick, who next week will go
to China to look into religious practices there
and to begin a dialog there in the hopes that
a part of our relationship with China will be
about our concern for the kind of religious lib-
erty we have practiced here this morning.

I thank so many of you in the community
of faith who have worked with the Government
in partnership to help move poor families from
welfare to work, to honor the scripture that our
friend Dorothy Height read today. And I ask
more of you to join in. I thank those of you
who have been responsible for working with
me—and I see Senator Grassley out there and
Harris Wofford is here—to bring communities
of faith into the circle of national service.

We now have 5,000 young Americans working
with religious organizations earning the
AmeriCorps scholarship to go to college with
after they serve with their community of faith
wherever they live in America. And the Con-
gress has provided for many more positions, and
I ask you to help us to enlist more young Ameri-
cans to give meaning to their lives, to live out
their faith, and to help make our country a
better place.

I thank you for the prayers, the letters, the
scriptural instruction that I have gotten from
so many of you and many others around this
country in recent weeks and, indeed, in the last
5 years. And I ask that they continue.

Finally, I couldn’t help thinking when Connie
Mack was talking that what we all need very
much is to take what we feel when we’re here
every year and keep it close with us when we
leave here every year, day-in and day-out, week-

in and week-out, in good times and bad. And
I ask for your help in that.

We have a difficult decision that we are facing
now, as a country and our administration, be-
cause of the concern all Americans have that
we not expose our children, if we can help it,
to the dangers of chemical and biological war-
fare. And last night I came across a scripture
verse that a friend of mine sent me in the last
72 hours that I had not had the chance to
read, a prayer of King Solomon that I ask you
to keep in mind as we face this decision. Sol-
omon said in 1 Kings, ‘‘I am only a little child,
and I do not know how to carry out my duties.
Your servant is here among people you have
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count
or number. So give your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people and to distinguish
between right and wrong, for who is able to
govern this great people of yours.’’

I also ask for your prayers as we work to-
gether to continue to take our country to higher
ground and to remember the admonition of
Micah, which I try to repeat to myself on a
very regular basis. I ask your prayers that I,
and we, might act justly and love mercy and
walk humbly with our God.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to evangelist
Rev. Billy Graham; Senator Connie Mack; Rev.
Don Argue, president, National Association of
Evangelicals; Rabbi Arthur Schneier, president,
Appeal of Conscience Foundation; and Dorothy
Height, chairman of the board, National Council
of Negro Women.
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Thank you very much. Mr. Prime Minister,
Mrs. Blair, members of the British delegation,
welcome to America and to the White House.
We apologize for the rain, but the Sun is shining
in our hearts today because you are here. Today
we celebrate the unbreakable bond between our
two nations. It led the fight for freedom in
the 20th century, and we set our sights now

on renewing our alliance for a new century with
all its promise and challenge.

At the heart of all we have done and all
we will do together in the future is the
unshakable conviction that our people have the
inalienable right to pursue their dreams in
peace, security, and freedom, and the sure
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knowledge that we can always depend upon
each other to stand for that conviction together.

These are good times for the people of the
United States and Great Britain. Freedom and
democracy are taking hold around the world.
In both our nations, a vibrant new economy
is growing, rooted in new ideas, new tech-
nologies, new scientific breakthroughs, changing
the way we live and learn, the way we work
and compete, the way to relate to each other
and the rest of the world.

In both our nations we have moved to build
a government for the 21st century going beyond
the dogmas of the past, focused on giving our
people the tools to make the most of their own
lives: a world-class education, the ability to move
from welfare to work, a system of retirement
security as strong for our children as it has been
for our parents. In this new era, a new Britain
and a new America, true to our oldest and most
cherished values, can blaze new paths for the
world.

Our 21st century alliance, by example and
exertion, must protect the promise we are work-
ing so hard to secure. We will stand together
for peace, as in Bosnia where our troops are
working side by side to secure the Dayton ac-
cords. We will search the new solutions to stub-
born strife, as in Northern Ireland, where the
Prime Minister’s courageous leadership and the
determined efforts of the Irish Government are
clearing a pathway to peace. We will stand
against those who defy the will of the inter-
national community, bringing terrorists to justice
in the case of Pan Am 103, maintaining stability
in the Persian Gulf, where the British aircraft
carrier Invincible is patrolling the waters along-
side our U.S. Fleet, something that our men

and women in uniform find great strength in,
Mr. Prime Minister.

Our 21st century alliance embraces the idea
of a Europe strong, prosperous, democratic, and
undivided for the first time in history. So as
Britain maintains its friendship with America,
it is playing a leading role in shaping that new
Europe: a healthy European Union, reaching out
to new members; a strong NATO taking in new
allies; practical partnerships with new democ-
racies, including Russia and Ukraine, all impor-
tant steps on the road to a more peaceful 21st
century.

Mr. Prime Minister, the earliest English set-
tlers who came to this country had the vision
to see over the horizon. Like them, you have
shown the foresight, the imagination, the daring
to envision a new world and the determination
to make that vision real. You have invigorated
Britain, issued an exhilarating challenge for a
proud people whose best days, clearly, still lie
ahead.

T.S. Eliot, who has been variously claimed
by both our countries, once wrote in the ‘‘Four
Quartets,’’ ‘‘The end is where we start from.’’
At the end of a century of friendship, let us
pledge to connect our storied past to the unwrit-
ten promise of our future. Mr. Prime Minister,
welcome to the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House, where Prime
Minister Blair was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to the Prime Minister’s wife, Cherie.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Prime Min-
ister Blair.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters
February 5, 1998

The President. Sorry about the rain, guys. Let
me just say, to start out, the reason we’re kind
of hanging around like this is we’re about to
go into the back dining room there so we can
have a working lunch. And I’m looking forward
to this. We’re going to have 2 good days, and
we have a lot to discuss, not only Iraq, which

everyone knows about, and Ireland but also the
plans that we’re making together, or at least
in common, for our countries domestically and
a lot of other issues that will affect both the
people of Great Britain and the people of the
United States. This is going to be a good meet-
ing.
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