
332

Mar. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

their studies, especially their studies in math
and science, seriously.

Last week we learned that our leading
spacefaring Nation is not faring very well when
it comes to achievement of high school seniors
in math and science. This is unacceptable. As
we prepare for an information age that will re-
quire every student to master not just the basics
of reading and math but algebra, geometry,
physics, and computer science, I call on every
parent, every school, every teacher to set higher
expectations for our children. And I call upon
all of our students—and I know that Hillary
and Eileen will today—to take these challenging
courses, so that we can all be prepared for the
known and still unknown challenges of the fu-
ture. And I call on all young girls across America
and their parents to take inspiration from Colo-
nel Collins’ achievement.

Let me remind you of something she was
too modest to say. She has a distinguished de-
gree from Syracuse University. She came up
through the ROTC program. She began her
high school education in community college. I
want every child in this country to know that
we have opened the doors of college to all
Americans, that community college is virtually
free for all children now, that everybody can
make this start and nobody needs to put blind-
ers on their aspirations for the future. She is
proof.

I want to say, especially to the little girls
who will hear Eileen Collins and these who will
see her and to their parents, let’s remember
that at a time when very few girls were taking
the hardest math and science courses, Colonel
Collins was taking them and mastering them.
She did in part because of the unfailing support
of her parents who set high expectations and
told her she could do anything she set her mind
to. She never gave up, and one by one her
dreams came true.

I think our country owes a great debt of grati-
tude to her parents, and I hope that more will
follow her direction. And perhaps with her well-
justified new fame, notoriety, the greatest mark
Colonel Collins will make will not just be writ-
ten in the stars but here on Earth, in the mind
of every young girl with a knack for numbers,
the gift for science, and a fearless spirit. Let
us work to make sure that for every girl and
every boy, dreams and ambitions can be real-
ized, and even the sky is no longer the limit.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Colonel Collins’ husband,
J. Patrick Youngs, and her parents, James and
Rose Collins; former astronaut Sally K. Ride; and
aviation pioneer Jean Ross Howard-Phelan.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the National Bipartisan Commission on
the Future of Medicare and an Exchange With Reporters
March 5, 1998

The President. Good day, everyone. I am glad
to be joined here by members of the Medicare
Commission. In a few moments we will talk
for the very first time about what we have to
do as Americans to preserve Medicare, a system
that has served our country so well for 33 years
now. It’s more than a program; it is a way we
honor our duty to our parents and build a future
for our children. It has been one of the great
achievements of American society in the 20th
century.

We’ve already done a lot in the last few years
to strengthen Medicare: The balanced budget
will extend the Medicare Trust Fund for at least

a decade; $20 billion has been saved by reducing
fraud, abuse, and mismanagement in the system;
we’re giving people on Medicare a wider range
of health plan choices and preventive services,
including mammograms and diabetes manage-
ment.

When Medicare was first passed into law,
President Johnson said, and I quote, ‘‘It proved
that the vitality of our democracy can shape
the oldest of our values to the needs and obliga-
tions of changing times.’’ I’m confident that the
Medicare Commission will help us to build a
new consensus to meet the challenges of a new
era, strengthening Medicare for the 21st century
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and giving our people the security they need
to thrive.

I’d like to thank Senator Breaux for agreeing
to chair the Commission. He has a longstanding
record, both in his work on the Aging Commis-
sion and the Finance Committee—the Aging
Committee and the Finance Committee—of
working to develop consensus on important
issues affecting our senior citizens.

I’d also like to thank Congressman Thomas
for his leadership on this issue and on the Com-
mission. He is well known for his expertise on
the Medicare program. He shepherded the
Medicare provisions in the Balanced Budget Act
through and helped to assure that we could
achieve bipartisan agreement on these reforms.
And for that I am very, very grateful.

So I’d like now to give the Vice President
and Senator Breaux and Congressman Thomas
a chance to say a few words.

[At this point, the Vice President, Senator John
B. Breaux, and Representative William M.
Thomas made brief remarks.]

Deposition in Paula Jones Civil Lawsuit
Q. Mr. President, are you upset by the leaking

of your Jones deposition—or did your people
actually do the leaking?

The President. Well, let me say, the court
has made it absolutely clear that it is illegal
to leak or to discuss it. And I think, Mr. Donald-
son [Sam Donaldson, ABC News], I should fol-
low the law. And so I don’t have anything else
to say. I know you’ve got to ask the question;
it’s your job. But I’m going to just do my job.
That’s what I’m doing here. And I’m going to
follow the law. That’s what I wish everyone else
would do.

Q. Sir, you never answered the important
questions that I think a lot of people out there
would like to hear you on.

The President. Well, I believe I have given
all the answers that matter. And I don’t have
anything else to say at this time. I’m just going
to go back and do my job.

Q. Mr. President, do you stand by the facts
in the deposition as reported by the newspaper?

Senator John D. Rockefeller IV. Do you care
what Medicare is, Sam? Do you care what
Medicare is?

Q. We all care, sir. Mr. President, it says
in the deposition as reported that you asked
Betty Currie to see if she could help Monica
Lewinsky get a job.

The President. For one thing, I haven’t read
the article. For another thing, I don’t know
whether the article is accurate or not. Finally,
whether it is or not, it is against the law. The
judge has ordered us neither to release such
materials or to discuss them. Somebody in this
case ought to follow the law. I intend to be
that person, so that I can go back to work about
these things. I have nothing else to say.

Q. Things seem to have gotten very personal
between you and Kenneth Starr, Mr. President.
It seems to have gotten very personal between
you and Kenneth Starr, Mr. President. I’m ask-
ing a question not about the deposition.

The President. Sam never quits. He never
quits.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.S. District Judge Susan
Webber Wright. A reporter referred to Betty
Currie, the President’s personal secretary, and
Monica S. Lewinsky, former White House intern
and subject of Independent Counsel Kenneth
Starr’s expanded investigation.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Funding for the
International Monetary Fund
March 5, 1998

I want to congratulate members of both par-
ties in the House Banking Committee who have
voted to give the International Monetary Fund
the resources it needs to deal with the risks

to financial stability around the world. This bi-
partisan legislation will help ensure that the
IMF has the funds it needs to protect American
jobs and exports.
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