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ties between our countries and give all our peo-
ple the education and training they need to suc-
ceed in this new global economy.

But democracy and prosperity are threatened
where there is violence, so our third goal is
to look for ways to work in partnership with
the nations of Africa to prevent armed conflict.
Ethnic and political violence continues to plague
parts of Africa. Together we can, and we must,
find solutions.

Fourth, the United States wants to play a
role in preserving Africa’s majestic natural beau-
ty and wildlife and ensuring sustainable develop-
ment of Africa’s natural resources. The nations
of the world must continue to cooperate and
avoid environmental destruction and to leave a
rich heritage to our children.

There are many other areas where we can
progress as partners: improving nutrition and
health care, eradicating diseases like AIDS and
malaria, empowering women, fighting crime and

drugs, expanding civic and cultural ties across
the ocean. With the 21st century fast approach-
ing, Africa, the cradle of human civilization, is
forging a vibrant future for itself with new lead-
ers, new opportunities, and new hope. The core
values that are driving Africa’s renaissance—de-
mocracy, diversity, free enterprise—those are
the values that the United States shares.

My wife, Hillary, my daughter, Chelsea, the
entire United States delegation, and I look for-
ward to being with you and sharing our experi-
ence with the American people.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 2:30 p.m. on March 5 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for later broadcast on
the U.S. Information Agency WORLDNET, and
it was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on March 19. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this address.

Statement on the Agreement on Internet Taxes
March 19, 1998

In my recent speech on the future of the
Internet, I called for a short-term moratorium
on new and discriminatory taxes that would slow
down the growth of the Internet and a search
for long-term solutions to the tax issues raised
by electronic commerce. We cannot allow
30,000 State and local tax jurisdictions to stifle
the Internet, but neither can we allow the ero-
sion of the revenue that State and local govern-
ments need to fight crime and invest in edu-
cation.

I believe that the agreement reached by
groups representing State and local elected offi-

cials is an important and constructive step to-
ward a long-term solution. I particularly want
to thank Governors Leavitt and Romer for their
bipartisan leadership on this important issue. I
look forward to working with all parties with
a stake in this issue to enact legislation this
year.

NOTE: In the statement, the President referred
to Gov. Michael O. Leavitt of Utah and Gov. Roy
Romer of Colorado.

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Raise the Minimum Wage
March 19, 1998

Two years ago, we raised the minimum wage
to reward work and help millions of Americans
raise their families with dignity. With our ex-
panded earned-income tax credit and the higher
minimum wage, we said to hard-pressed working

families: If you work full-time, you should not
have to raise your children in poverty. Without
another minimum wage increase, too many of
these families will fall through the cracks and
back below the poverty line. That is wrong.
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