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I hope that the House of Representatives will
act to fund all these critical activities before
it returns home for recess.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Venezuela-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
March 27, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Venezuela on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Caracas on October 12, 1997. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States for the purpose of countering
criminal activities more effectively. The Treaty
should be an effective tool to assist in the pros-
ecution of a wide variety of modern criminals,
including those involved in terrorism, other vio-
lent crimes, drug trafficking, and money laun-
dering and other white collar crime. The Treaty
is self-executing, and will not require new legis-
lation.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: (1) locating
or identifying persons or items; (2) serving docu-
ments; (3) taking testimony or statements of per-
sons; (4) transferring persons in custody, or per-
sons subject to criminal proceedings, for testi-
mony or other purposes; (5) providing docu-
ments, records, files, and articles of evidence;
(6) executing requests for searches and seizures;
(7) assisting in proceedings related to immo-
bilization and forfeiture of assets, restitution, and
collection of fines; (8) executing procedures in-
volving experts; and (9) any other form of assist-
ance appropriate under the laws of the Re-
quested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 27, 1998.

Videotaped Remarks to Tracey Brown From Cape Town, South Africa
March 27, 1998

Tracey, I wish you could have been with us
when we heard President Rawlings in Ghana,
President Museveni in Uganda, talking about
your father and how much he did for Africa
and how much he did to bring America and
Africa in closer contact. And of course, on Satur-
day in Johannesburg, we dedicated the Ron
Brown Commercial Center—your mom was
there—to your dad’s memory. His legacy will
live on here because the center will promote
economic progress and individual empowerment
and democracy.

Let me say that I’ve actually read your book
from start to finish, and I loved it. And your
daddy would be proud of it. And it’s just sort
of sassy and braggy enough to be right where
he was. [Laughter] So I hope you sell a zillion
copies. You certainly deserve it, and I’m very,
very proud of you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:05 p.m. in the library at the Cape Grace
Hotel, to congratulate Ms. Brown on the publica-
tion of her biography of her father, ‘‘The Life and
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Times of Ron Brown.’’ In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Ms. Brown’s mother, Alma
Brown. The transcript released by the Office of

the Press Secretary also included the opening re-
marks of the First Lady.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by President Nelson Mandela of South Africa
in Somerset West
March 27, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Deputy President, Ministers, Members of Par-
liament, members of the judiciary, Your Maj-
esties, Your Excellencies, Archbishop Tutu, la-
dies and gentlemen. First let me thank you for
your hospitality to Hillary and me and our dele-
gation. We have had a wonderful time in South
Africa.

And I thank you, Mr. President, for the power
of your leadership and the power of your exam-
ple. Today when we toured Robben Island, I
was reminded again that though you were
locked in prison for a long time, you opened
others’ minds and hearts. You helped to educate
your fellow inmates; you kindled the flame of
humanity in your jailers. You planted a garden
in the courtyard of Robben Island because of
your faith in renewal. I can’t imagine anyone
I would rather receive an Order of Good Hope
from than you.

And when, after 10,000 days of captivity, the
gates of prison were opened, you emerged to
face your nation unbitter and unbroken. That
is the condition I hope the tent will maintain.
[Laughter]

And truly you have built a new South Africa
where all its people have a stake in the future.
The symbols of that new South Africa are all
around us. From your multiracial Parliament
where I was honored to speak yesterday, to
flourishing businesses where all races work side
by side, to the very banquet we attend tonight,
the people who work, the people who are seat-
ed, all of us here together, South Africa is a
monument to the power of reconciliation. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Tonight we celebrate all you have accom-
plished. We pledge the partnership and friend-
ship of the United States for the daunting work

ahead, for seizing the challenges and the oppor-
tunities that face you today and in the century
just around the corner.

I remember when we hosted the Olympic
games in Atlanta in 1996. On the final day,
the first black South African ever to win a gold
medal in Olympic competition, Josia Thugwane,
dedicated his victory to his country and to Presi-
dent Mandela. I think it is worth recalling that
his victory came in the marathon.

President Mandela has won a great victory
in what is the longest marathon of the 20th
century. But now it is important that you not
lose the conviction, the energy, the sheer joy
of daily living which accompanied your freedom,
for the challenges you face also require a mara-
thon.

One of our country’s most eloquent political
leaders, Mario Cuomo, whose son now serves
in my Cabinet, once said that in democracies
we campaign in poetry, but we govern in prose.
It is a marathon.

I come to say that the United States admires
not only the leader but the people of South
Africa, and we look forward to running that
marathon with you. Let us not grow weary; let
us never lose heart. Let us have confidence that
the people can find the way.

Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in a
toast to the President and the people of South
Africa.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:15
p.m. at the Vergelegen Estates. In his remarks,
he referred to Deputy President Thabo Mbeki
and Episcopal Archbishop Desmond Tutu of
South Africa.
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