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Statement on the United States-France Civil Aviation Agreement
April 8, 1998

I am pleased that the United States has
reached an agreement with France significantly
increasing air service between our countries.
The U.S.-France aviation market is our third
largest in Europe. Until today, it was also our
largest aviation market not governed by a bilat-
eral agreement. This agreement will eliminate
all restrictions on airline operations between the
United States and France in 5 years. It will
allow many more flights between our two coun-
tries and give U.S. airlines extensive new rights
that will enhance their capacity to serve this
market. This increased competition means more
choice for American business travelers and tour-
ists alike.

This agreement continues my efforts to open
the world’s markets in areas where American
companies are most competitive. We have al-
ready concluded important aviation agreements
with Japan, Germany, Canada, and many other
nations. These agreements are part of our strat-
egy to replace restrictions with opportunities and
move international aviation into a 21st century
where consumers, not governments, determine
how passenger and cargo needs are served.

I want to thank Secretaries Albright and
Slater and the negotiators at the Departments
of State and Transportation for their sustained
efforts in reaching this agreement.

Remarks at the Andrew W. Mellon Dinner
April 8, 1998

Thank you very much, Mr. Laughlin. Mr.
Powell, Mr. Smith, members of the Board of
Trustees, members of Congress and our admin-
istration, members of the Mellon family, ladies
and gentlemen. It’s a great honor for Hillary
and me to be here tonight to honor this great
legacy of Andrew Mellon and to honor all of
you who do so much to carry on that legacy.

I first came to the National Gallery over 30
years ago when I was a college student at
Georgetown. Over the years, I’ve come back
as often as I could. When I came here from
time to time as Governor of my home State,
I confess that on occasion I sneaked out of
the meetings of the Governors’ Association and
came to the National Gallery, where there was
less noise and more light. [Laughter] Hillary
and I have been privileged to visit here in the
last few years to tour the Vermeer and Picasso
exhibitions, among others.

It’s hard to believe now that the National
Gallery is 61 years old, founded when our coun-
try was in the grip of the Great Depression
and the world was slipping inexorably toward
World War II. But Treasury Secretary Andrew
Mellon knew that our Nation’s work lay, even
then, not simply in our monetary strength or

our military power but in the value of our ideas,
the creativity of our spirit, the power of our
common culture. So he and a group of pas-
sionate men and women gave this great gift
to the Nation and established the tradition of
partnership that endures down to the very day.

There is no question that Paul Mellon carries
on this tradition. His generosity has helped to
invigorate and sustain our entire Nation’s cul-
tural and artistic institutions. Having already
won the National Medal of Arts in 1985, last
fall he was awarded the National Medal for the
Humanities, which Robert Smith kindly accept-
ed for him.

So tonight I want to thank him again and
all the members of his family who have partici-
pated in giving other Americans, who could
never have afforded these things on their own,
access to this wonderful world.

When President Roosevelt dedicated the Na-
tional Gallery, he said, ‘‘The dedication of this
gallery to a living past and to a greater and
more richly living future is the measure of the
earnestness of our intention that the freedom
of the human spirit shall go on.’’

Today, at the dawn of a new century and
a new millennium, it falls to us to continue
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in that great tradition. Hillary and I have
launched the White House Millennium Program
to encourage all Americans to honor our living
past, with all its treasures, and to imagine our
even more richly living future, with the creations
and the discoveries yet to come.

I hope that all of you will find ways to join
us in your homes, wherever you’re from, in the
coming months and years as we celebrate and
commemorate the new millennium. But most
of all, tonight I just want to thank you on behalf
of a grateful nation for your dedication and your

commitment to our common cultural and artistic
life.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
West Building at the National Gallery of Art. In
his remarks, he referred to Alexander Mellon
Laughlin, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Earl A.
Powell III, Director, Robert H. Smith, President,
and Paul Mellon, Honorary Trustee, National Gal-
lery of Art.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion on Tobacco in Carrollton, Kentucky
April 9, 1998

The President. Well, good morning, every-
body. The first thing I’d like to do is thank
Mr. Lyons for hosting us, and thank all of you
for being here. I thank the members of the
panel, and also I’d also like to thank Governor
Patton and Senator Ford and Congressman
Baesler for being here and riding down with
me from the airport. And I thank Lieutenant
Governor Henry, your State Auditor Edward
Hatchett, Senate President Saunders, Senator
Blevins, Speaker Richards. And I want to thank
County Judge McMurry and Mayor Welty, who
came to meet me as well. And again, I’d like
to thank Melvin and Brett Lyons for hosting
us here. And I thank all of you for being here
on the panel.

I know Secretary Glickman has already been
down this way and been doing some work, but
I’d like to make a few comments about where
we are now in the evolution of this tobacco
legislation. The first thing I’d like to do is to
say a special word of appreciation to Wendell
Ford. His work on the tobacco bill that’s now
moving through the Senate I think has been
very valuable in trying to provide clear and cer-
tain protection to tobacco farmers, to ware-
houses, to communities without compromising
our long-term goal of reducing teen smoking.
And I really want to say that he’s been talking
to me about this for years. He and Congressman
Baesler have done a very good job of pushing
your interests there in a way that is consistent
with what we’re trying to do in reducing teen
smoking.

I also ought to say that while I’m here, Gov-
ernor, I think it’s only fitting that I begin these
remarks by congratulating the University of Ken-
tucky for winning the basketball tournament. As
you know, Hillary and I were in Africa and
I was getting up at amazing hours in the morn-
ing to watch these games. I had to watch the
championship game on a tape, but that was real-
ly good.

Let me also say to those of you who are
here and to the many thousands of people out-
side this warehouse that are listening to us or
will be watching this, I am well aware that the
people who farm tobacco and who work in this
whole area have difficult jobs. I know that it’s
family work, small farms, hand work, that there
was a flood in ’97 and, the year before, blue
mold which made the work more difficult, and
that there is a lot of uncertainty now among
people in this community, as I saw up and down
the road all the way in here.

Last year, a settlement was announced be-
tween the tobacco companies and the State at-
torneys general to try to settle all their lawsuits
with a set of agreements which would dramati-
cally reduce teen smoking and provide some
reimbursement to the State governments and
to the Federal Government for the public
health. But when that settlement was an-
nounced, there was absolutely nothing in there
that would protect farmers in the event the
overall volume of tobacco sales went down. And
so, when I announced my reaction to their pro-
posed settlement and what kind of legislation
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