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The President. I don’t have any comment on
that, either. I just don’t—I shouldn’t be com-
menting on domestic politics while I’m overseas.
I’m here doing my job, and I’m thrilled by the
people I’ve met and what I’ve seen, the recep-
tion I’ve received on behalf of the United States.

And we’re here to do important work, and that’s
what I’m going to do.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:22 p.m. outside
the Teatro Municipal. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

Statement on Tornado Damage in Arkansas and Tennessee
April 16, 1998

I was deeply saddened to learn this morning
of the tragic deaths of two small children in
Arkansas, as well as the deaths of two individuals
from Dyer County, Tennessee. My heart goes
out to their parents and families and to the
many who have suffered in both States. The
destruction of last night’s tornadoes was swift
and powerful, and the threat of another storm
looms in its wake.

Disaster relief efforts began today at day-
break. James Lee Witt, the Director of FEMA,
will provide me with an assessment of the de-
struction and FEMA is standing ready to re-
spond if appropriate. The burden of recovery
is heavy, but it will not be carried by these
communities alone. Our thoughts and prayers
are with the survivors as they mourn all that
was lost and begin the difficult process of heal-
ing and rebuilding.

Statement on the Death of Pol Pot
April 16, 1998

The death of Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot
has again brought to international attention one
of the most tragic chapters of inhumanity in
the twentieth century. Between 1975 and 1979,
Pol Pot and his Khmer Rouge followers trans-
formed Cambodia into the killing fields, causing
the death of an estimated 2 million of their
countrymen in a brutal attempt to transform
Cambodian society.

Although the opportunity to hold Pol Pot ac-
countable for his monstrous crimes appears to
have passed, senior Khmer Rouge, who exer-
cised leadership from 1975 to 1979, are still
at large and share responsibility for the mon-

strous human rights abuses committed during
this period. We must not permit the death of
the most notorious of the Khmer Rouge leaders
to deter us from the equally important task of
bringing these others to justice. And equally,
we must renew our determination to prevent
such atrocities from occurring in the future.

Now is a time to remember the victims of
Pol Pot’s murderous reign of terror and to un-
derscore our determination to help the Cam-
bodian people achieve a lasting peace based on
respect for basic human rights and democratic
principles.
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