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on conventional forces in Europe, to fight the
spread of materials and technology for weapons
of mass destruction, to build a partnership with
NATO in practical ways that benefit all of us,
to develop the ties between our people that
are the best antidote to mistrust. And we must
not forget Ukraine, for it, too, has the oppor-
tunity to reach both east and west and be a
great force for Europe’s peace, prosperity, and
stability. We should encourage reform and sup-
port it. The moment in Ukraine is historic, and
it is not a moment to lose.

Our fourth and final task is strengthening our
global cooperation. Let us make common cause
of our common concerns, standing together
against threats to our security from states that
flout international norms to the conflict brewing
in Kosovo, from deterring terrorists and orga-
nized criminals to helping Asia restore financial
stability, from helping Africa to join the global
economy to combating global warming. In a
world grown smaller, what happens beyond our
borders touches our daily lives at home. America
and Europe must work together to shape this
world.

Now, as we pursue this agenda, there will
be times when we disagree. But occasional lack
of consensus must never result in lasting cracks
in our cohesion. Nor should the quest for con-
sensus lure us into the easiest, lowest common
denominator solution to difficult, high-urgency
problems. When the world needs principled, ef-

fective, strong leadership, we must rise to the
responsibility.

These are our challenges. They are ambitious,
but attainable. They demand of nations constant
unity of purpose and commitment, and they re-
quire the support and the courage of our citi-
zens. For without the courage of ordinary peo-
ple, the wall would not have come down, and
the new Europe would not be unfolding. Now
it falls to each of us to write the next chapter
of this story, to build up from what has been
taken down, to cement together what is no
longer walled apart, to repair the breaches that
still exist among our peoples, to build a Europe
that belongs together and grows together in
freedom.

Our success in this endeavor will make the
new century the greatest that Germany, Amer-
ica, Europe, and the world have ever known.
This is an effort worthy of the rich legacy of
Berlin, the visionary leadership of modern Ger-
many, and the enormous obligation we share
for our children’s future. Let us embrace it with
gratitude, joy, and determination.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
Schauspielhaus. In his remarks, he referred to
President Roman Herzog of Germany; Professor
Frank Schneider, director, Berlin Schauspielhaus;
and Mayor Eberhard Diepgen of Berlin.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by President Roman Herzog of Germany in
Berlin
May 13, 1998

Mr. President, Chancellor, members of the
German and American delegations. First, Mr.
President, let me thank you for your wonderful
toast and for the spirit in which it was delivered.
It has been a truly wonderful day to be in Berlin
and to be in Potsdam. I am struck more than
ever by the friendship that joins our two nations.

Today I have been given many gifts, Mr.
President, but to come here tonight to hear
Bach on the saxophone is more than I could
have ever dreamed. [Laughter] I thank you.

I am delighted to be in this historic hotel
where once one of my predecessors, Theodore

Roosevelt, stayed. As I’m sure all Germans here
know, who are students of America, Theodore
Roosevelt was a lifelong admirer of the German
people. As a young man he spent time in Dres-
den, and he later wrote, ‘‘From that time to
this, it would have been quite impossible to
make me feel that the Germans were really for-
eigners.’’

The rebuilding of the Adlon is one of the
many steps taken in recent years to build a
new future upon the foundation of Berlin’s and
Germany’s past. Here, close to the Brandenburg
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Gate and the Reichstag, we see a united Ger-
many that will be a force for peace and pros-
perity in the next century. Tomorrow we will
commemorate the airlift, the Luftbrücke, the
bridge we built together almost 50 years ago.

But long before that, the people of Germany
helped America to build bridges, too. The
Brooklyn Bridge was designed by a German-
American, John Roebling. And German-Ameri-
cans have been building other kinds of bridges
since the beginning of our country. After all,
Germans helped to create our Nation through
revolution, helped to preserve it through civil
war, and they are still helping to advance our
democracy in the twilight of the 20th century.

One hundred years ago tomorrow, a distin-
guished American summed up the lessons of
the century that was then drawing to a close.
Carl Schurz served in the Cabinet of a Presi-
dent, as a United States Senator, and as a gen-
eral in the Army. He was a close friend of
Abraham Lincoln. He was also a German, one
of many who came to the United States after
the Revolution of 1848. I might say that as a
result of that revolution, the State from which
I come has towns named Stuttgart and Ulm,
where we grow more rice than any other place
in the United States. [Laughter] Carl Schurz
lived quite a long life. And as he reflected back
on it, he was proud to have stood for democracy

on two continents, in two nations. He never
forgot the friends he left in Germany or the
two goals that animated the younger generation
of 1848: representative government and German
unity. In his speech to a gathering of old ’48ers
on May 14, 1898, Carl Schurz swore that he
would never stop working to spread liberty
around the world.

Mr. President, you have led Germany toward
these same goals: liberty, representative govern-
ment, and unity. In countless ways, you have
worked for unity, reaching out to neighboring
countries, building consensus, laying the ground
work for a new and peaceful Europe. You have
made democracy work at home.

Mr. President, you recently wrote, ‘‘Even a
superpower needs friends.’’ [Laughter] Truer
words were never written. [Laughter] And so
Mr. President, I thank you for the friendship
that unites us personally and for the unbreakable
friendship that joins our people.

And ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join
me in raising a glass to President Roman Herzog
and to the people of the Federal Republic of
Germany.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Hotel Adlon. The transcript made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of President Herzog.

Remarks at the Berlin Airlift Remembrance Ceremony in Berlin
May 14, 1998

Chancellor Kohl, members of the German
Government, Mr. Mayor, members of the diplo-
matic corps, the veterans of the Luftbrücke, and
to the people of Germany: Fifty years ago this
airstrip was a pivotal battlefield in a war that
had not yet been named. In 1948 the world
could not yet speak of another war.

World War II had left Europe devastated and
divided. Nowhere was the crisis more acute than
here in Berlin. People were hungry and home-
less. A hundred years earlier, Karl Marx had
declared that a specter is haunting Europe, the
specter of communism. In 1948 the specter’s
shadow fell across half a continent. The edge
of that shadow was the runway here at Tem-
pelhof Airport. The last European battlefield of

World War II became the first battlefield of
the cold war.

On June 24, 1948, Stalin threw down a gaunt-
let, refusing to allow supplies to be sent to Ber-
lin. It was war by starvation, with more than
2 million lives hanging in the balance. The
blockade stymied the British, the French, the
American allies. Some saw no solution and re-
luctantly advised evacuation.

The fate of free Berlin hung by a thread,
the thread of air support. No one really thought
it was possible to supply a city by air. A few
visionaries, however, were convinced it could be
done. They had no precedent, just the simple
rules of conscience and ingenuity that determine
all our best actions. And they had a President.
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