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Jan. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

wanted to put him up for the Medal of Honor
because they had misplaced his records, and
he ordered them not do it. He said it was not
the right thing for a man who is a general in
the Marine Corps to permit his name to be
elevated in that way. So it took him until he
had spent nearly 40 years in the Marine Corps
and retired as a major general and moved to
California, until this could be done. It was an
awesome event.

Why am I telling you this? Because every
one of you must be just as moved as I was
by the story. Not everyone could have been
on Okinawa; not everyone could have done that.
But everyone can be what he was: a loyal, good-
serving citizen. Everyone could be in a school
like the school I was in yesterday. My staff did
some research and concluded that if everybody
in the American phone books with the last name
of Clinton or Gore would volunteer 2 hours
a week, we could paint every classroom in every
high school in America by Martin Luther King’s
next birthday. Now, that’s a funny thing to say,
but you think about it. You think about it.

This is a great country, and we have met
every challenge. I am so grateful for these last
5 years. I am so pleased that America is doing
so well. But remember, no one—no one—could
have anticipated the scope or the pace of the
changes through which we are going. And be-

lieve me, no one can see the end of it. There
is no visionary that has imagined the future com-
pletely. We are not finished. We have a lot
of work to do.

We have work to do to reform the entitle-
ments so they’ll be there for our children with-
out bankrupting our grandchildren. We have
work to do to preserve the environment. We
have work to do to spread economic opportunity
to all of our people. We have work to do to
lift the academic standards and the educational
opportunities of all of our children. We have
work to do in this world to make it a safe
world, not a dangerous world, for our kids in
the 21st century. We have work to do. So cele-
brate the last 5 years by making the next 3
even better.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:02 p.m. in the
Main Atrium at the Corcoran Gallery of Art. In
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Roy Romer of
Colorado, general chair, Steve Grossman, national
chair, Carol Pensky, treasurer, and Alan D.
Solomont, national finance chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; Cynthia Friedman, national co-
chair, Women’s Leadership Forum; Dan Dutko,
chair, DNC Victory Fund; and entertainer Melissa
Manchester.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Emigration
Policies and Trade Status of Mongolia
January 20, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 4, 1996, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Mongolia was not
in violation of the freedom of emigration criteria
of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade Act of
1974. This action allowed for the continuation
of most-favored-nation status for Mongolia and
certain other activities without the requirement
of an annual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an up-
dated report to the Congress concerning the
emigration laws and policies of Mongolia. The
report indicates continued Mongolian compli-

ance with U.S. and international standards in
the area of emigration.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 21.
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