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population; we have 20 percent of its wealth.
We exercise sometimes far more than 20 per-
cent of its influence in matters of foreign affairs.
We cannot continue to do it unless we are re-
sponsible members of the world community. We
have to cooperate as well as lead.

And that’s what this is all about. It’s about
what your children and your grandchildren will
live like in the 21st century. It’s about what
the world they have will be like. Those of you
who are at least as old as I am, and those
of you—a few of you are a little older—under-
stand what I’m saying. A time like this comes
along just every now and then.

Chevy Chase mentioned the 30th anniversary
of Robert Kennedy’s death. This weekend I had
the privilege of going to Congressman Joe
Kennedy’s home in Boston to gather with his
mother and many of his brothers and sisters
and Senator Kennedy. And we had a lunch with
a lot of the people who worked for Robert Ken-
nedy in his Senate office and his Presidential
campaign. And I gave my weekly radio address
on Robert Kennedy. For those of us who were
just coming of age when he was killed, there
were stunning parallels between what he sought

to do and what we are now in the process of
trying to do: bringing people together across
racial and ethnic lines, trying to lift the poor
up on a combination of self-reliance and decent
support for successful parenting and
childrearing, trying to be engaged in the world,
but on terms that are consistent with American
values. It’s almost as if we’ve been given the
opportunity to redeem the promise of our party
and, in a larger sense, of our Nation, that kind
of strayed and was divided for quite a long time.

That’s what this election is about. I’m telling
you, we’ve got good ideas; we’ve got a good
track record. We’re not asking anybody to elect
us because the status quo is fine. We believe
we can do better in the 21st century, and we
want you to get out there and help us win
these elections and win that House back so we
can do that for America.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria. In his remarks, he referred to
Judith Hope, chair, New York State Democratic
Party; Mayor James T. Dowden of Bridgewater,
NJ; and comedian Chevy Chase.

Remarks Welcoming President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea
June 9, 1998

I am proud to welcome President Kim Dae-
jung and the entire Korean delegation to the
United States and to the White House.

We live in remarkable times. In the 1980’s,
some of the greatest heroes of freedom were
the political prisoners of repressive regimes:
Lech Walesa in Poland, Václav Havel in Czecho-
slovakia, Nelson Mandela in South Africa, and
Kim Dae-jung, who faced a death sentence in
South Korea after years of unjust and brutal
treatment by the government.

How very different things are now. Lech
Walesa was elected Poland’s President; Václav
Havel and Nelson Mandela are the Presidents
of their countries; and Kim Dae-jung is here
today as President, after the first-ever demo-
cratic change of power from the governing party
to the opposition in the 50-year history of the
Republic of Korea.

The irresistible longing for freedom, human
rights, and democracy has carried Kim Dae-jung
to the Presidency of his country and now back
to America, where he once lived in exile and
where there has long been strong bipartisan sup-
port for Korean democracy.

Mr. President, you have the admiration of
the American people. We will work together
to deepen democracy and economic opportunity.

President Kim has spoken of the powerful
link between democratic governments and mar-
ket economies. In the 21st century, nations will
not be able to sustain great economic power
unless their people are empowered, free to
speak their minds and create their own futures,
unless there is equal opportunity and the rule
of law.

America strongly supports the economic re-
forms President Kim is pursuing: opening mar-
kets, making financial institutions, businesses,
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and government more accountable. We will
work with South Korea as it moves toward a
full recovery and broader prosperity, with in-
creased trade and investment that will benefit
both our nations.

Mr. President, your leadership will guide Ko-
rea’s economic recovery, but so will your exam-
ple. If one man can triumph over such great
adversity, then surely the Korean people can
surmount their current challenges. The Amer-
ican people, including more than 1 million Ko-
rean-Americans who contribute so very much
to our country, stand with you.

Let me also reaffirm America’s steadfast com-
mitment to our security alliance. We will con-
tinue working together for peace and stability
on the Korean Peninsula and across Asia.

As President, I stood on the Bridge of No
Return where I saw the sacrifices made by
American and South Korean troops to protect
freedom. I also saw the young North Korean
soldiers on the other side and imagined a future
where people from North and South could walk
freely across that bridge.

We strongly support South Korea’s efforts to
find common ground with North Korea. The
United States also will continue to participate
with China in the four-party efforts to build
a permanent peace.

Let me conclude by saying something to men
and women all around the world who work to
protect human rights: Your work matters. You
help transform nations and end tyranny. You
save lives. Standing with me today is living
proof—Kim Dae-jung, a human rights pioneer,
a courageous survivor, and America’s partner in
building a better future for the world.

Today let us celebrate the freedom that has
brought so much hope to the end of the 20th
century. But let us also strengthen our efforts
to build even greater democracy and peace and
prosperity for all our children in the 21st cen-
tury.

Mr. President, again, welcome to the White
House, and welcome back to America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

The President’s News Conference With President Kim of South Korea
June 9, 1998

President Clinton. Good afternoon. President
Kim, members of the Korean delegation, let me
first say again what a privilege it has been to
welcome President Kim back to the United
States and here to the White House. His re-
markable life history reminds us that from Seoul
to its sister city, San Francisco, people every-
where share the same aspirations for freedom,
for peace, for the opportunity of prosperity.

President Kim once wrote from his prison
cell, ‘‘If winter comes, can spring be far be-
hind?’’ This morning I reaffirmed to President
Kim our deep confidence in his efforts to re-
form the Korean economy, liberalize trade and
investment, strengthen the banking system, and
implement the IMF program. As he has said
on many occasions, open markets and open de-
mocracies reinforced one another. The United
States will continue our strong support for Ko-
rea’s reform efforts. In this context, I reaffirmed
our commitment to provide bilateral finance if
needed under appropriate conditions.

We also discussed a number of concrete steps
to promote growth in both our countries. We
explored ways to more fully open markets and
to further integrate the Republic of Korea into
the global economy, including new discussions
on a bilateral investment treaty. We signed an
Open Skies agreement which permits unre-
stricted air service between and beyond our
countries. I expressed my appreciation for the
decision by Korean Airlines to purchase over
$1 billion worth of Boeing airplanes. And I’m
pleased to announce that the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation has determined that
Korea is again eligible for OPIC programs, in
response to recent steps taken to protect worker
rights.

We also discussed the situation on the Korean
Peninsula and reaffirmed the importance of our
strong defense alliance. Korea is a safer place
today than it was 5 years ago, with a reduced
nuclear threat and improved dialog between
North and South. The United States applauds
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