
968

June 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Those of us in politics know that unanswered
ads can sometimes be fatal. Well, if they’re fatal
this year, they will be fatal to young children
who continue to be seduced and sold illegally
cigarettes that will shorten their lives.

Remember that every year smoking-related ill-
nesses cause more deaths than AIDS, alcohol,
drugs, car accidents, fires, and murders com-
bined. This is an important thing to do. So I
ask you all, remember that 3,000 young children
start to smoke every day, illegally; 1,000 will
have their lives shortened because of it. The
delays must come to an end. I ask the American
people to make their voices heard. I ask the
United States Senate to think about the Presi-
dential Scholars here and all the young people
they represent and pass the McCain bill this
week. [Applause] Thank you.

I know many of the scholars here feel just
as strongly as I do. Patrick LaRochelle from
Signal Mountain, Tennessee, has been running
41⁄2 minute miles. I never did that. [Laughter]
He would sooner put on lead shoes than smoke

a cigarette. Alex Blane, from Charlotte, North
Carolina, has aunts and uncles and friends who
have worked on tobacco farms. Yet every single
one of them is adamant that smoking should
be a habit young people never start.

So I ask all of you whose communities look
up to you: Help your young friends take a stand
against peer pressure; help them take responsi-
bility for their health in every way. At the na-
tional level we can and must make it more dif-
ficult from cigarette companies to market to
teens. But to really cure our country of this
significant public health challenge, we need the
help of parents and siblings, teachers and coach-
es, and role models like you. The 21st century
will be the time of greatest opportunity in all
human history. I want every American young
person to be able to enjoy it to the fullest.

Congratulations, and God bless you. Good
luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention
June 15, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Attached is a report to the Congress on cost-

sharing arrangements, as required by Condition
(4)(A) of the resolution of advice and consent
to ratification of the Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Development, Production, Stock-
piling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on

Their Destruction, adopted by the Senate of
the United States on April 24, 1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 15, 1998.

Remarks on Signing the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act and the
Care for Police Survivors Act
June 16, 1998

Captain, thank you very much for your re-
marks and even more for your service. I think
it’s fair to say that everyone in America followed
the harrowing trail that you were part of just
a few months ago and grieved the loss of those
two troopers and the others who were killed.
And we thank you for your presence here.

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for all the
work you’ve done over the last 51⁄2 years. And
thank you, Attorney General Reno, for doing
a superb job of one of the things I asked you
to do when we first talked about your becoming
Attorney General, and that is being a genuine
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