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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / June 20

As Americans, we value the important role
religious and charitable institutions play in the
daily life of this Nation. Indeed, we know that
fiscal responsibility for these institutions is fun-
damental to their efforts to meet the spiritual,
social and other concerns of our Nation. It is
a great loss to all of our citizens for creditors
to recoup their losses in bankruptcy cases from
donations made in good faith by our citizens
to their churches and charitable institutions.

As Americans we also know that giving,
whether to one’s church, temple, mosque, or
other house of worship or to any charitable orga-
nization, fosters and enriches our sense of com-
munity. We need to encourage, not discourage,
that sense of community. The Religious Liberty
and Charitable Donation Protection Act does
just that.

NOTE: S. 1244, approved June 19, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–183.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Estonia-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
June 19, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Estonia on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Washington on April 2, 1998. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activity more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including ‘‘white-collar’’
crime and drug-trafficking offenses. The Treaty
is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence; lo-
cating or identifying persons or items; serving
documents; transferring persons in custody for
testimony or other purposes; executing requests
for searches and seizures; assisting in pro-
ceedings related to immobilization and forfeiture
of assets, restitution, and collection of fines; and
rendering any other form of assistance not pro-
hibited by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 19, 1998.

Interview With CBS News, Cox Newspapers, and McClatchy Newspapers
June 19, 1998

President’s Trip to China

Q. We’ve been talking among ourselves, so
we’ll just jump right into it. Just real quickly,
one poll question. In a CBS/New York Times
poll, some data that we put together shows that
59 percent of the American public believes you

should go on this trip. But 35 percent say they—
only 35 say they approve of your policy toward
China. What do you hope to accomplish on this
trip to pull that 35 closer to the 59 or higher?

The President. Well, I think one of the things
I hope to accomplish is I hope that as a result
of the trip, the American people will learn more
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