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Thank you for listening. NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the National Treasures Tour Kickoff
July 13, 1998

Thank you very much. Is this a great way
to start the week, or what? [Laughter] Thank
you, Secretary Heyman, Ms. Rimel, Mr. Mayor
and members of the city council, Mr. Moe.
Thank you, Denyce, as always, for being so won-
derful. Thank you, Ralph Lauren, for this in-
credible act of generosity and, I think, foresight.
And I want to thank the First Lady for once
again creating something of enduring value to
our country in this Millennium Project.

You know, Hillary mentioned this, but 1814
was not a particularly good year for America,
and the British did burn the White House. And
we’ve just finished a 15-year renovation of the
White House, and we left two of the great
stones unpainted to remind people that it only
became the White House after the British
burned it. And when the burn marks couldn’t
be scrubbed off, the beautiful stone had to be
painted white to cover the memory of what had
happened. It’s rather nice, actually, to have a
couple of the stones unpainted so that we don’t
completely forget.

Not since that time has the United States
been invaded. And so the confidence of all the
people who were involved was well-founded.
Francis Scott Key wrote ‘‘The Star-Spangled
Banner’’ in the midst of a very fierce battle.
He was standing on the deck of a ship, behind
enemy lines, looking into darkness, searching for
the fate of the flag. The poem he wrote about
it became our national anthem. If you remem-
ber the words and then you look at this massive
flag, you can imagine what it must have been
like in 1814, waving gallantly during the fight,
standing unconquered in the dawn’s early light.
Think how you would have felt if you had seen
it then.

This Star-Spangled Banner and all its succes-
sors have come to embody our country, what
we think of as America. It may not be quite
the same for every one of us who looks at it,
but in the end, we all pretty much come out
where the framers did. We know we have a

country founded on the then-revolutionary idea
that all of us are created equal and equally
entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness; that this whole country was put together
out of an understanding that no individual can
maximize the pursuit of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness alone, and so we had to
join together to reinforce each other’s efforts.

And then there was another great insight,
which is that in the joining we couldn’t repeat
the mistakes of the monarchies from which we
fled and give anyone absolute power over any-
one else. And so we created this written Con-
stitution to say that, okay, we’ve got to join
together, and some people have to be our rep-
resentatives and they should be given authority
to make certain decisions, but never unlimited
and never forever.

And I’d say that system has worked pretty
well over the last 220-plus years. And that’s what
that flag embodies—at a moment when we
could have lost it all, when the White House
itself was burned, when a lot of people didn’t
think that we had such a good idea. And so
now it’s standing there, a little worse for the
wear, but quite ready to be restored. And in
that sense, it is a metaphor for our country,
which is always ready to be restored.

When Hillary and I were talking about what
we should do to commemorate the millennium
and she came up with this phrase, ‘‘Honoring
the past, and imagining the future,’’ I loved it
because it seems to me to be so much two
sides of the same coin. You heard her only
slightly making fun of me there about my obses-
sion with the history of the United States and
the White House and this great city. When I
became President, I was often made fun of for
my obsession about the future and trying to
modernize the country. And to me, the two
things are not inconsistent at all, because Amer-
ica is a country that has always been in the
act of becoming.
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You heard—if you listened carefully to the
remarkable statement by Secretary Heyman, he
mentioned the phrase of the Founders, ‘‘to form
a more perfect Union.’’ If you think about it,
that is the enduring mission of America. They
were very smart people, and they understood
that any great nation is always a work in
progress. They understood that they could never
imagine the far reaches of America’s future.
They understood that these ideals they set up
would never be perfectly realized. And so they
gave us a mission that will be just as good for
our grandchildren as it is for us, just as good
as it was for George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln, ‘‘to form a more perfect Union,’’ be-
cause there will always be something there to
do better, always a new challenge. And I agree
that if you look at where we are today, we
have both the traditional responsibilities of every
generation of Americans, to deepen the meaning
of our freedom and to widen the circle of op-
portunity, and all these new challenges.

One of them is to deal with our phenomenally
increasing diversity. Didn’t you get a kick out
of seeing all those kids standing there doing
the Pledge of Allegiance, from all their back-
grounds? Who were their grandparents? Who
were their great-great-grandparents? Where did
they come from? What was their story? It
doesn’t matter, because they now have a chance
to live the dream that was promised to all of
us so long ago. That’s what that flag embodies.

We have all kinds of responsibilities now to
the rest of the world we didn’t have before,
because now the world is yearning for freedom,
and there is no cold war, and we must summon
ourselves to understand that in the 21st century,
preserving everything good about America at
home requires us to be more involved with our
neighbors around the world than ever before.

We have new challenges when it comes to
our natural environment, to prove that we can
continue to enjoy the fruits of material pros-
perity while replenishing the Earth, not destroy-
ing it.

There will be new and different challenges,
but we can meet them best if we remember
what got us here. That’s why saving the Star-
Spangled Banner is important. That’s why I
asked the American people to do it in the State
of the Union. That’s why I’m very grateful to
Ralph Lauren today for stepping forward. You
know, most of us have—well, maybe not most
of us, but a lot of us, including Hillary and

me—have those great Polo sweaters with the
American flag on it. I wish I had one with
the Star-Spangled Banner on it because that’s
the gift that he’s given America today.

Now, I want to echo what Hillary said. There
is more to do. President Lincoln and his family
and many other Presidents’ families used to stay
in a little cabin up with the Old Soldiers’ Home
here in Washington, DC, in the summertime
because the Potomac was so hot. That ought
to be preserved for all time to come. And this
committee has identified dozens of other sites.

But I also want to emphasize something else
Hillary said, as she begins this tour over the
next 4 days to identify nationally significant
treasures. Every community in this country has
got some piece of itself that needs to endure.
And I hope that the public airing that this event
receives today will make people in every com-
munity across our country once again say, ‘‘What
have we got here that we should preserve for
our grandchildren and for all time to come?’’
Americans need to know the stories of their
country, their States, their communities, their
families.

Let me especially thank the History Channel
for doing its part to share the story of the Star-
Spangled Banner by producing its own TV docu-
mentary and providing teachers with educational
packets about it.

Again let me say to all of you, too, we must
continue to imagine the future. I asked the Con-
gress to pass the Save America’s Treasures pro-
gram, as well as the biggest research program
for the future in history, and to put them to-
gether so that our people could see that the
story of America is a seamless one.

I hope all of you in this room and all of
the people who are involved in this endeavor,
every time you see the Star-Spangled Banner
for the rest of your life, will think about pre-
serving our past, honoring it, but also will think
about imagining the future. What an imagination
it took in 1814 to believe that America had
a boundless future. The Continental Congress
said when it authorized the first flag of 13 stars
that they were ‘‘a new constellation.’’ They were
right.

When I looked at all those children today
saying the Pledge of Allegiance, I thought, now
we are a newer constellation—different than
they could have imagined—racially, religiously.
We have no longer a small country on the east-
ern seaboard but a continental nation, with the
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greatest influence for good the world has ever
seen and an enormous responsibility for the fu-
ture.

And that is the last point I would like to
make today. You can neither honor the past,
nor imagine the future, nor achieve it without
the kind of citizenship embodied by all of our
memories of the flag. So as you see this flag
and leave this place, promise yourself that when
your great-grandchildren are here, they’ll not
only be able to see the Star-Spangled Banner,
it will mean just as much to them then as it
does to you today.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:48 a.m. at the
National Museum of American History. In his re-
marks, he referred to I. Michael Heyman, Sec-
retary, Smithsonian Institution; Rebecca W.
Rimel, president, The Pew Charitable Trusts;
Mayor Marion S. Barry, Jr., of Washington, DC;
Richard Moe, president, National Trust for His-
toric Preservation; mezzo-soprano Denyce
Graves; and Ralph Lauren, chairman and chief
executive officer, Polo Ralph Lauren Corp.

Statement on the Proposed International Monetary Fund Financing
Program for Russia
July 13, 1998

I welcome the announcement this morning
by Michel Camdessus, managing director of the
International Monetary Fund, that he will rec-
ommend a new financing program for Russia
to the Fund’s Executive Board. This new pro-
gram of Russian policy commitments and inter-
national financial support can provide a sound

basis for increased stability and confidence.
Strong implementation by the Russian Govern-
ment of these important reform measures is es-
sential. I continue to believe that a partnership
with a stable, democratic, and prosperous Russia
is a vital U.S. national interest.

Statement on Brazil’s Ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
and Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaties
July 13, 1998

Today Brazil ratified the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) and acceded to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). I want to con-
gratulate President Cardoso and the Govern-
ment of Brazil for taking this historic step.

Brazil’s decision renews momentum for the
international effort to halt the spread of nuclear
weapons and promote disarmament around the
world. At a time when actions by India and
Pakistan threaten a nuclear competition in South

Asia, Brazil has chosen a different course—to
invest in its people, not in a costly arms race.

Brazil’s action today to ratify the CTBT makes
it all the more important for the U.S. to do
the same. I call on our Senate to act expedi-
tiously to approve the CTBT—already signed
by 149 nations and supported by the Joint
Chiefs of Staff—so that the United States can
lead in this vital endeavor.
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