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to build on what brung us, if you’ll forgive me
an Arkansas phrase. And we’re going to do it.

And you’ll be critical to that. Without your
help, we never would have had the minimum
wage; we wouldn’t have protected Medicare and
Medicaid; we wouldn’t have had family and
medical leave; we wouldn’t have had the eco-
nomic plan of 1993, which reduced the deficit
by 92 percent before we ever passed the bal-
anced budget plan. Without your help, none
of that could have happened.

When I visited California and campaigned
against Proposition 226 out there, all the smart
prognosticators said there was no way you could
win that fight. But when I saw your dedication
and skill, the level and intensity of your commit-
ment, I thought, I’m not so sure. Besides, you
were right on the issue, and your message pre-
vailed.

So I will say again: This election is about
the future, and it should be. It is about ideas,
and it should be. We have good candidates;
I’ve seen a lot of them out there. We’ve got
a good Democratic National Committee that’s
worked its heart out to restore its health and
direction and energy. And if you will help us,
we can go out there and tell everybody in Amer-
ica, ‘‘Let’s stay with what brought us to this
point, but be active. Let’s save Social Security
first before we spend that surplus. Let’s give
our kids the best elementary and secondary
schools in the world. Let’s have a Patients’ Bill
of Rights. Let’s prove we can continue to grow

the economy and improve the environment.
Let’s keep standing up for peace and freedom
and prosperity. We’re going to be just fine.’’

You know, the First Lady, in this Millennial
Project of ours, has a theme: ‘‘Honor the past;
imagine the future.’’ That pretty well captures
where organized labor is today. You’ve got an
enormous sense of your own roots, your own
accomplishments, the deeply held values that
have never changed. But there is more imagina-
tion, more willingness to think new thoughts,
come up with new ideas, work out creative rela-
tionships with management so that everybody
can win than I have ever seen in my lifetime.
If America will honor the past and imagine the
future and vote on that basis, we’re going to
have a good November.

Thank you, and God bless you. [Applause]
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in the
John Hay Room at the Hay Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to John J. Sweeney, presi-
dent, AFL–CIO; Gerald W. McEntee, president,
American Federation of State, County, and Mu-
nicipal Employees; Morton Bahr, president, Com-
munications Workers of America (CWA); Gov.
Roy Romer of Colorado, general chair, Steve
Grossman, national chair, and Leonard Barrack,
national finance chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; President Boris Yeltsin of Russia; and
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan.

Statement on Announcing Assistance to Heat-Stricken Areas in the South
and Southwest
August 14, 1998

Today I am pleased to announce that addi-
tional relief is on the way to thousands directly
impacted by the heat wave in the South and
Southwest.

On July 23, I announced the release of $100
million in emergency Low Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funds to the
11 Southern and Southwestern States that were
hit hardest by the heat wave. Since this time,
the heat wave has continued, so today I am
directing the Department of Health and Human

Services to release an additional $50 million in
LIHEAP assistance to those 11 States.

Funds will be released to 11 Southern and
Southwestern States: Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana,
South Carolina, Oklahoma, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Mis-
sissippi.

This scorching heat wave has destroyed crops,
caused widespread power outages, and worst of
all, led to the deaths of more than 100 Ameri-
cans. The heat poses the greatest threat to our
most vulnerable citizens—children, the disabled,
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and the elderly. And for all those who cannot
afford air-conditioning, the high temperatures
will continue to be life threatening.

The release of these emergency LIHEAP
funds will help eligible families and individuals
pay for costs associated with home cooling, in-

cluding the purchase of air-conditioners and
payment of electricity bills.

This emergency relief was paid for in last
year’s bipartisan balanced budget agreement.
And thanks to our bipartisan commitment, thou-
sands of Americans will be better able to protect
their children and families this summer.

Statement on the Petition to the Court of Appeals on Regulation of
Tobacco Products
August 14, 1998

The Solicitor General has today authorized
the filing of a petition in the Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit seeking rehearing en banc
of the three-judge panel’s decision regarding
FDA regulation of tobacco products. I am firmly
committed to the FDA’s rule and its role in
protecting our children from tobacco. Con-
firming the FDA’s authority over tobacco prod-
ucts is necessary to help stop young people from

smoking before they start by stopping adver-
tising targeted at children and curbing minors’
access to tobacco products. Almost 3,000 young
people become regular smokers each day, and
1,000 of them will die prematurely as a result.
If the leadership in Congress would act respon-
sibly, it would enact bipartisan comprehensive
tobacco legislation to confirm the FDA’s author-
ity and take this matter out of the courtroom.

Videotaped Address to the People of Kenya and Tanzania
August 14, 1998

I am honored to address you, the people of
Kenya and Tanzania. On behalf of all the Amer-
ican people, I extend our deepest condolences
to the families and the friends of those Kenyans
and Tanzanians who perished in the tragic at-
tacks in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam.

Some of them worked alongside Americans
at our Embassies, making vital contributions to
our common efforts, and we are very grateful
for their service. Others were nearby, working
hard, as they did every day. All of these men
and women were important to America, because
we cherish our friendship with your peoples.
We have long admired the achievements of your
citizens and the beauty of your lands. All three
of our nations have lost beloved sons and daugh-
ters, and so many, many more were injured.
We pray, too, for their speedy recovery.

Let me express America’s profound gratitude
for your extraordinary efforts, with Americans
and others, to respond to this shared tragedy,
pulling people from the wreckage, aiding the

wounded, searching for evidence as to who com-
mitted these terrible acts.

Violent extremists try to use bullets and
bombs to derail our united efforts to bring
peace to every part of this Earth. We grieve
together, but I am proud that our nations have
also renewed our commitment to stand together,
to bring the offenders swiftly to justice, to com-
bat terrorism in all its forms and to create a
more tolerant and more peaceful world for our
children.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at 10:10 a.m.
in the Cabinet Room at the White House for later
broadcast on the U.S. Information Agency
WORLDNET, and the transcript was embargoed
for release until 11:30 p.m. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this address.
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